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Nee up for third
20-win season

By Jeff Singer

Last year, Oklahoma twice pre-
vented the Nebraska men’s basket-
ball team from winning 20 games.

This year the Sooners are once
again the Cornhuskers’ hurdle before
reaching that same platcau in their
regular-scason finale.

The two teams, which have identi-
cal 19-9 and 7-6 conference records,
will battle each other for win No. 20
at the Bob Devaney Sports Center on
Sunday at 12:30 p.m.

The game is a sellout and will be
televised live by ABC.

Oklahoma owns a four-game win-
ning streak over Nebraska, including
a 102-89 win in Norman, Okla., in
January. The Sooners beat the Husk-
ers in last year's final game of the
regular season and then again less
than a week later in the first round of
the Big Eight Tournament.

Nebraska coach Danny Nee said
he wanted to put an end to the Husk-
ers’ woes against the Sooners and
reach 20 victories for the third time in
his tenure at Nebraska.

“Sunday's a big gamc because we
want 20 wins,” Nee said.

Necsaid that after the Huskers' 94-
83 loss a1 Kansas on Wedncsday, a
victory against Oklahoma was neces-
sary for a good placement al next
week'’s Big Eight tourney.

“We want o fight for a higher
ranking to get a beuter seed,” he said.
“We don’t want 10 pul two losses in a
row going into the tournament.”

Several Nebraska players said po-
sitioning themselves forthe Big Eight
Toumament would be Nebraska's
main focus Sunday.

“I think for the Big Eight Tourna-
ment, it's going 10 give us a better
sced if we can beat Oklahoma,” said
guard Eric Piatkkowski, who is the
Huskers’ leading scorer.

Nebraska forward Bruce Chubick
said a win over the Sooners would
help the Huskers' pursuit of a third-
straight trip o the NCAA Touma-
ment.

“It’s important for us for the Big
Eight Tournament and it’s important
for an NCAA bid,” Chubick said. “I
don’t know if we’re a lock now. I'd

See OKLAHOMA on 9

By Tony West
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The Cornhusker track and field
teams aredown Lolhctrlaslcharmq
After the women's team took
first in the Big Eight Indoor Cham-
pionships last weekend and the men
placed second, Nebraska will try 10
quahfy even more athletes for next
weekend’s NCAA Indoor Champi-
onships in Indianapolis.

The Husker Last Chance Meet,
which is ifically d&sl ned o
qualify letes muional , will
Bxmull :30 a.m, Sawrday at the

Devaney Center.

Nebraska will also send a con-
tingent of athletes to the Cyclone
Last Chance Meet in Ames, lowa,
wd:l’:nskcr h Gu'y P id

coac epin sai
he hoped his lcams ormances -
last weckend over.

“The women had a fine meet
and competed well, "he said, “The
men also competed well but just
didn't do everything they had todo
to win."

Pepin says last meets
important for Huskers

Pepinsaid Nebraska would send
the men's mile and two-mile relay
teams and the women's mile relay
team 10 lowa State. The men's
relay icams won the Blsln
Championship on the nao
last weekend.

“We aren’t that. many
over ”Pepmsmd ‘Om'rclaythave
a good chance.”

Only four Nebraska athletes —
Kevin Coleman in shot put,

Robert Thomas in jump |

=y e e

Mitchell in mcﬂloéle-—tmve
qualified for the N Champi-

Another 12 Hum including
Timu Porter in three
ifferent events, have already
m prows:onal quallfymg

in said the Huskers should
be able 1o capitalize on their last
chances this weekend.
“We have a bunch of people
who are close,” Pepin satd “‘I‘hwe
arc very important meets,”

NU depth to be
problem forOQU

By Susie Arth

Somewhere, somehow, something
has to give.

When the Oklahoma men's bas-
ketball team travels o Bob Devaney
Sports Center Sunday, it will be a
matchup of two identical teams — at
least on paper.

Both teams have posted 19-9
records overall, both leams are 7-6 in
the Big Eight, both teams will be
playing their final regular season game
and both teams are vying for a bid in
the NCAA Tournament.

Sooner coach Billy Tubbs said he
expected the game to be an outstand-
ing matchup.

“Any time these two teams get
together, it’s going to bea good game,”
he said. “The tcam that wins will get
a quality win and the tcam that loses
will get a quality loss."

Regardless of the outcome, Tubbs
said he expected both squads 1o make
it into the NCAA Tournament.

“I don’t think a loss eliminates
either tcam from the NCAA Tourna-
ment,” he said. “Both teams deserve
it

“I think we're two of the finest
teams around.”

Tubbs, who is 6-6 in the Bob
Devaney Sports Center, said he looked
forward to playing in Lincoln.

“I"ve had pretty good success in
Lincoln,” he said. “It's a challenge to
play there, they have great crowds, so
i g our team ready Lo play.”

said the Cornhuskers’ depth
would posc a problem, and there arc
eight or nine Huskers he was con-
cerned with.

“They don’t have a weak posi-
tion,” he said. “(Eric) Piatkowskiisan
outstanding player, and I think we
hcld(Dermk)(?handlcrloZOrcbmnds :

ina ¢ last year,

“masuizawell-balanwd.oul-
standing team.”

The ,hesaid, would like 1o
come home with a win so they could
build momentum for the Big Eight
Tournament in Kansas City, Mo.,
March 12-14.

“Every game is a tuncup for the
Big Eight and postseason tourna-

See TUBBSon 9

NU women prepared to encounter
Big Eight tournament, Beck says

BIG 8 WOMEN'’S
BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT
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Huskers has been the play of Meggan
Yedsena, wholeads the team in steals.

Yedsena said the team practices
had been easier this week, but that the
‘Huskers were still concentrating on

Players mentally,
physically ready

- By Beau Finley their strengths.
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| vious trips to the Big Eight Tourna-
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: “Alphnmilnu the JU ' “We are ready,” Beck said. “We
team, which has no lothNgAA - could play tomorrow. Wehnveaml
Toumament in five years, is in an | Coh e O ’“mu:: mwbe

round. The Huskers defeated lowa

O Practice has been solid sougiee; {he mheas Uis yoor. Netika I"n“; State 89-40 last Saturday in Lincoln.

¢ ficldand 66 pointsper game ~ Beck said she expected a much
on thc scason,
Akey tothe defensive effort for the

the distractions,” Beck said. “We' vc

had good focus .. . I'm qu IP

wuh the mlensuy and ense.”
Defense has been a strong point for

See TOURNAMENT on 9




