Thursday, October 23, 1986

Daily Nebraskan

After-dark degrees

Non-traditional students graduate despite obstacles

By Shirley Roenfeldt
Staff Reporter

Returning to college or starting for
the first time as a non-traditional stu-
dent can be a frightening experience,
but help is available, a UNL official
said.

“We serve as a lialson to help non-
traditional students overcome barriers
either real or psychological, of going to
campus,” sald Deanna Eversoll, direc-
tor of evening programs and adult
learning services in the Division of
Continuing Studies. A non-traditional
student is defined as a student over 24
years of age enrolled in an undergradu-
ate program,

Adults retumning to school or start-
ing college for the first time face prob-
lems similar to those of traditional
students, she said.

“Finances are a primary concern,”
Eversoll said. “They have to look at it
and say if (they) have to use family
money, ‘Am 1 using it in a productive
way.' " Eversoll said, .

Time management is another big
concern for nortraditional students,
she said. They wonder how to balance
all their roles and if their academic
skills are still sharp, Eversoll said.

“How they (non-traditional students)
are accepted by traditional students is
a fear which dissipates within a semes-
ter," she said.

Gateway Program

The evening program serves 800 to
1,000 students every semester. The
average student's age is 30, Eversoll
said. The evening program is for people
who can attend only evening classes,
Eversoll said. It is often used as a
“gateway program’' to go back to school,
which leads to taking day classes if
schedules permit, she said.

Non-traditional students return to
school for various reasons, she said, For
some, school is unfinished business.
They have seen people with degrees
pass them by for promotions, Others
Just enjoy learning, she said. Some are
finishing degrees already started, and
others have never attended college,
Eversoll said.
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in the New Student Orientation

The colleges of Business Adminis-
tration and Arts and Sciences offer
seven complete degree programs at
night, she said. Classes needed to
complete a degree are rotated so stu-
dents can receive degrees in business
wdministration, management, econom-
ics, political science, psychology, soci-
ology and integrated studies by only
attending night classes, Eversoll said,

The evening programs department
did a needs assessment among non-
traditional students to see what areas
had the most interest, she said. Then it
was presented to the colleges to develop
degree programs that can be com-
pleted at night, she said.

“We address the needs of the adult
population,” Eversoll said. ‘Even peo-
ple with bachelor or masters degrees
need more education to continue their
flexibility in the workforce.
Difficulties

Adult male non-traditional students
report difficulties in returning to school
because of social attitudes, she said.
There is more societal support for
women to return to school because in
the 1970s there was a national push to
build support systems for adult women
entering college, she said.

Eversoll said a study of the career
shifts of 1975 UNL graduates is con-
tacted in 1985 illustrated a need for a
continuing process of education. Pay-
ing “lip service” to education is not
enough, “we need to do it," Eversoll
said,

A lot of the apprehension in retumn-
ing to school is “in their minds and not

in reality, and we hope to help relieve
that," Eversoll said.

The department of evening programs
received a small grant from the Woods
Foundation in Lincoln to develop ser-
vices to help relieve the fears of retur-
nign students, she said. The grant was
used to develop videotapes of three
different sizes of classes from a stu-
dent's perspective, she said. The video-
tapes are illustrations of classes and
have a prepared quiz at the end to test
notetaking skills, Eversoll said. Pros-
pective students can view the tapes to
help ease possible fears of entering the
classroom, she said.

Friday meetings

A Non-Traditional Student Associa-
tion (NTSA) meets every Friday from
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Nebraska
Union, she said. NTSA serves as a net-
work to keep people informed and offer
support, Eversoll said. Members usu-
ally meet for a sack lunch, Their gath-
ering are open to all non-traditional
students and students need not stay for
the whole time, Eversoll said.

Academic planning, computer-as-
sisted career exploration, an adult
resource library, non-credit skills work-
shops and off-campus registration are
just a few of the other services offered
for non-traditional students, she said.

Evening classes are not the only ser-
vices needed, she said. Students must
also be able to drop/add classes and
get advising during off-hours, she said,
such as Monday and Thursday nights
and Saturday mornings.

—————— -—__ﬂ

W.C.s PITCHER COUPONS J

PITCHER COUPON

W.C.'s Downtown—Exp.12/24/86

| PITCHER COUPON

W.C.'s Downtown—Exp.12/24/86

and Enrollment Picture

Information sessions which will provide

WINE COOLERS

1%

W.C.’s Downtown—Exp. 10/31/86

WINE COOLERS

Page 3

R4
BIG JOHN'S BILLIARDS, INC.

399 SUN VALLEY BLVD.
LUNCOLN, NE 68528

474-3545

Thursday!

25¢ Draws 7-11 PM
Free Pool 5-7 PM

JOIN THE
NUCLEAR MEDICINE
TEAM

— Be part of the latest health care technology

— Two year training program leading to AsSsoci-
ate Degree in Nuclear Medicine Technology

— Applications now being accepted for classes
starting soon

Write: Maria Nagel, Nuclear Medicine
University of Nebraska Medical Center
42nd and Dewey Avenue
Omaha, NE 68105-1065

Phone: (402) 559-7224

details on the HOST positions and the
application packets will be held on the
dates listed below. Students interested
in the HOST positions are urged to
attend one of the sessions.

Thursday  Oct. 23

Thursday  Oct. 30

Tuesday Nov. 4

Wednesday Nov.5

Wednesday Oct. 29 7:00 p.m.
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City Union

4:00 p.m.

4:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.
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7:00 p.m. City Union
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Neihardt Blue Room
Sandoz Blue Room

East Campus Union
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CREATE YOUR
OWN “THING!”

DOMINO MASKS * MASQUERADE *

SEQUIN * LEOPARD * BUTTERFLY *

LACED * CLOWN * HALF FACED *

FEATHERED * DIGGER (GREY HAIR)

* ZORRO * BALD VAMPIRE * VISITOR

FROM SPACE * VAMPIRE BAT*

HOODED SKELETON * GREEN

HORDED MONSTER * UNICORN *

SINISTER (GREEN FACE) * E.T.

* BUNNY * CHARLIE CHAPLIN *

WITCH * GORILLA * VAMPIRE *

LAUREL * HARDY * GARGOYLE

* FANG FACE * PIRATE SKULL *

MUMMY * SKELETON * SATYR *

WOLFMAN * OLD MAN * TURBAN

* HANGING EYE * NIXON * MR .T.

* LION * REAGAN * STRANGER

~* % FRANKENSTEIN * CYCLOPS *

- 'SHRUNKEN HEAD * THUG * MAN
““¢REATED * MARX BROTHERS *
GORILLA'HANDS * COLORED WIGS *

GLITTER WIGS * AFROS * BEARDS

* MUSTACHES * FRECKLES *
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CENTRUM GATEWAY
475-1655 466-4488




