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Huskers ready for Classic;
will play Big Ten powers

By Rich Cooper

Staff Reporter

Nebraska's volleyball team will try
1o extend its winning streak to six
games when it travels to Chicago for
the Mid America Classic to take on Big
Ten powerhouses lllinois and Purdue.
Purdue.

The No. 10 Huskers are coming off a
big week, Coach Terry Pettit said. The
Huskers, 5-2, won their first Big Eight
victory when they defeated the Kansas
Jayhawks in Lawrence, Kan., on Tues-
day night 15:6,11-15, 155, 15-3,

Nebraska fell two spots in the latest
Collegiate Volleyball Coaches Associa-
tion poll, despite their 3.0 tournament
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Karen Dahigren (13) and Tish Delaney (1) warm up before
last week's Nebraska Invitational.The Huskers won the

tournament with a 3-0 record.

effort last weekend. In the National

Collegiate Athletic Association poll, M

the Huskers were ranked No. 13.

This week's NCAA poll is the first
this season,

In last weekend's action, the Huskers
defeated Athletes In Action, a team
that was previously undefeated. A.LA.

before they played the Huskers had }.
defeated top-20 teams such as UCLA, |
Southern California and Cal-Poly. This }

weekend should be some of the stiffest
competition the team has faced, Pettit
said.

Purdue, which last season qualified
for the NCAA playoffs, is 3-2 this year.
The team has posted wins over Ball
State, Notre Dame and Miami (Ohio);
its two losses have been to Louisiana
State and Texas Tech.

The Boilermakers are led this year by
second-team All-Big Ten performer Linda
Reichl and freshman Debbie MeDo-
nald. The two players are averaging
2.44 and 3.66 kills per game, respec-
tivly, and hitting .216 and .247, It will
be the seventh time the Huskers and
Boilermakers have met, with Purdue
holding a 4-2 advantage,

The last time the two teams met was
in the 1985 NCAA Mideast Regionals,
which the Huskers won in four sets.
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[linois this year is the pre-season |

favorite to win the Big Ten Champion-
ship. The Illini are 81 and ranked
No.11 by the CVCA and No.7 by the
NCAA, Coach Mike Herbert's team
made it to the semi-finals of the NCAA
Mideast Regionals before losing to

Southern California, Theteam finished |

with a 5}9-3 record.

This year the Illini are led by pre- &

season All-American Mary Eggers, who
is averaging 2.60 kills per game and is
hitting .345,

Pettit said another player that could
give the Huskers some problems is
freshman Bridget Boyle, who is averag-
ing 2.14 kills per game and is hitting
429,

The Huskers lead the series against
the Illini 4-0. Pettit said the key to
winning both games will be controlling
the tempo. The team has to pass the
ball well and serve well if it is to win
both games, he said.

Illinois is more balanced then Purdue
and could give the Huskers more prob-
lems, Pettit said. Pettit said the defense
of the Huskers has been good, and he
hopes it will continue.

“The team has played a lot of impor-
tant matches in front of large crowds,
which gives us the advantage in expe-
rience,"” Pettit said.
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NU softball team bounces back

By Rich Cooper
Staff Reporter

After some bad luck at the end of
last season, the Nebraska softball team
will try to start its season on a positive
note when it is host to the Nebraska
Fall Classic this weekend at the
Nebraska Softball Complex.

Last season, the Cornhuskers were
penalized by the National Collegiate
Athletic Association for violations. The
NCAA told the Huskers that they
couldn’t play in the College World Ser-
ies. In August, Coach Wayne Daigle
resigned because of personal reasons.

In spite of last year’s setbacks

New Coach Ron Wolforth, an assist-
ant for Daigle last year, said this year's
team is a lot better than last year's.
Nebraska returns 15 lettermen from
last season’s Big Eight Championship
team.

Wolforth said the team has adjusted
well to the coaching change. He said
the atmosphere is more relaxed, which
means the team is having a good time
playing softball,

“Last year we had some problems
but it's a new year and we want to win
the Big Eight Championship for a
fourth time,” Wolforth said.

See SOFTBALLon 8
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