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Cruising in Lincoln: fun, fun,
fun for the young and reckless

Essay by Ken DiMaggio

siaff Reporter

Every place has its restless spirits.

No matter how serene a landscape,
there is always some hot spring or cur-
rent just beneath the surface. The face
of an old fashioned pocket watch may
<eem calm, but pry off the back and
dozens of tiny gears and wheels whirl
madly about,

By day downtown Lincoln is quaint.

A popeorn cart can be found outside
of NBC bank. Across the street next to
Miller and Paine street musicians make
a4 dear effort to be heard by serious
husinessmen and women going to lunch.
On the other side of what is the city’s
main intersection, is a Walgreen's
drugstore that could've served as part
of the set for the 1946 Christmas film,
“1t's 4 Wonderful Life,” starring Jimmy
Stewart.

If you're crossing 14th and O street
on Saturday night, you stand a good
chance of being jeered at by the child-
ren of the serious businessmen and
women. I am told by quite a few people
that cruising is a big pastime. I am told
by a friend that in Minden, Nebraska,
which only has a downtown consisting
of two or three blocks, a fleet of cars
keeps circling the area like cavalry rid-
ing around a besieged fort. That might
also explain the war cries made from a
colorful combination of expletives
shrieked at pedestrians. But the best
example [ have seen of punching a hole

into a proper street like O is the driver
who turns his car stereo to full volume,
and calmly waits for the light to turn
red. Time never seems to pass so slowly
as when you're the car behind or along
side of that person.

But driving around seems to be only
part of the ritual. It is obligatory to stop
al the Taco John's, Amigos, or other
cheap fast food restaurants further up
the street after failing to find a car
filled with loose and lascivious members
of the opposite sex. And instead of
meeting them at the styrofoamed food
factory, the '66 GTO or '68 RT full of
would-be studs ends up watching sim-
ilar GTOs and RTs cruising a little
further up O street to get to the next
Taco John's,

Dave Hurdy,a UNL Pre-Dental major,
spoke of his brief experience cruising
during high school. "Most of the kids
on the Loop are greaseballs and on
drugs," Hurdy said. He also spoke
about a novel way the mother's club in
Lemars, lowa, used to raise money.

Because Lemars was a town with a
lot of cruising, women of the Lemar's
mother's club decided to make up and
sell a bumper sticker that read, “Lem-
ars Loopers.” But life began to imitate
art. And when Kkids tried to live up to
their reputation on the bumper stickers,
was when the Loop became a night-
mare the mother's club never dreamed
of. Finally, to solve what was becoming
a real problem for the town of Lemars,
lowa, harsh measures were enacted.

“They had to stop the selling of

those bumper stickers,” said Hurdy.

So far, "Looping” in Lincoln hasn't
become that bad. By 2:30 am. the
intersection at O and 14th streets is
pretty quiet. Ther's still a car or two
cruising around, its stereo blasting,
trying to defy a night that died long
ago. And the police who just seem to
disappear between the hours of nine
and two, are now heard wailing their
sirens making more noise than a cara
van of howling, screaming, horny
Lteenagers,

Ifthe nightlife dies pretty early here
in Lincoln it's guaranteed to be revived
the next night. O Street burns with
restlessness seven nights a week. And
unless there is a major storm, winter
doesn't slow down the ritual. And at
five-thirty in the morning, just as I'm
getting off work, downtown Lincoln is
dead.

Riding my bike, I might see a deliv-
ery truck a dozen or so blocks down 0
Street that I wouldn't be able to see
during the day when it is plugged with
traffic. Lincoln looks like such a differ-
ent world at that time. The blue of a
new day still has the fading dark tex-
tures of the night. The sky seems so
rich and thick and creamy. And the
emptiness of a city that will later buzz
with propriety, and after that — res-
tlessness — for now is gentle and
charming, At twenty tosix in the morn-
ing, Lincoln has a familiarity and inti-
macy about it that makes it less of a
modern city, and more of a community
that still hasn't outgrown its citizens.

Introducing
Full-Service Banking
on Campus.

Now we're full service. You can
cash checks (including NBC checks —
something you couldn't do before we
became full-service). You can also
make deposits or take advantage of all
these other services.

Loan Services. We can provide a full
personal

loan

to meet all your needa? Apply for a
Student Loan or ask about our

range of o N
VISA® 'MasterCard .:

services =l

BankCard Program for students.

Checking Services. We offer a variety
of checking services, including a
specially designed Student Account.

Investment Services. We have
savings programs for large or small
savers, from the regular Savings
Account, to short and long-term CD's,
and Money Market Accounts.

24-Hour Banking Services. We
offer
hometown
banking
services
with an
Automated Teller network that's
citywide. Use your NetWorks ATM
card from home or get an NBC Bank-
In-The-Box card. There are two Bank-
In-The-Box machines in the Nebraska
Union for your convenience.

Stop in today. Take advantage of
full-service banking on Campus.

Located in the Nebraska Union, 14th and R
Open Monday through Friday, 8:30 — 4:00; Telephone: 472-4530

NEC

National Bank of Commerce

G508 1402) 4724250 1 MEMBER FDIC

{incoln, NE

A s@FEirsT COMMERCE bank.

FOUAL DUSING
LENDER
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- One More Time |

Consignment Sales

Ciothineg Furniture
1617 S.17th S350 N. 27th
474~2C64 474~2065
Monday-Friday 9-5:30 Monday-Saturday
Saturday 95 10-6

| Sunday 126 Sunday 12-5 )

It's Prime Time!

Welcome back students! Stop by Misty’s to experience
the Midwest’s finest prime rib. We also feature charcoal
grilled steak, as well as selected seafood. Big Red Pep
Rally, Friday's At Havelock Location, Before Home
Games.

A Lincoln Tradition!

Open Monday-Saturday 11 am-1 am
Sunday 5§ pm-10 pm

Havelock
6235 Havelock Avenue 466-8424

Edgewood
56th and Highway 2 423-2288

e Misty's

.
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| Can Do
Anything With My Hair!
The key concept this fashion season? Versatility.

Whether hair’s sleek and sculptured, or soft and
separated, we've always got the newest styles.

Why wear one look when the sky’s the limit?
© 1986 Sebastian International, Inc.
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| 2 For 1 Haircuts *13
I
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Highlights NOW 515 1 s25

Good With Terry, Bob or Pam

Open Evenings “till 8 p.m.

. - L ] .
Sebastian Artistic Center
The salons that make the difference *
between ok and extraordinary.®

We're a S




