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Ramones long lived but not over the hill yet!
‘Animal Boy’ their best record so far in the '80s

Review by Chris McCubbin

senior Reporter

Ramones, “‘Animal Boy,"” Sire.

The Ramones are the world's greatest
rock 'n' roll band. Are, were, and will
be, world without end.

There are those who have written off
the Ramones in the '80s, The reason for
this aberrant behavior is a common
mental disorder which affects the fans
of excellent but long-lived bands. Since
this condition was first diagnosed in
Rolling Stones fans, it has been chris-
tened the “their last-album-didn't-
sound-like-"Let it Bleed"-so-why-don't-
they;just-die-already” syndrome.

It's true, the Ramones are never
going to make another “Rocket to Rus-
sia”" — they know too many chords now
— but the fact remains that, with the
admitted exception of the lame “End
Of The Century,” their '80s output has
been great stuff, head, shoulders and
chest above all of the mainstream and
95 percent of the underground. And
“Animal Boy" is their strongest effort
vet this decade.

" Unlike the Stones, though, the
Ramones didn't get to be the World's
Greatest by changing their formula
every album, Instead the boys have
three or four things that they do per-
fectly, They do the same things every

time and, as far as I'm concerned, they
can keep doing them for the next 50
years,

“Animal Boy" has everything you'd
ever want from the Ramones, You've got
your “I'm alienated in a world | never
made” songs in “Mental Hell,” “Freak
of Nature” and “Animal Boy." You've
got your “everything sucks” songs,
“Crummy Stuff” and “Somebody Put
Something In My Drink.” You've got
your pseudo-hardcore rant, “Eat That
Rat,” You've got your sneakily subver-
sive AOR-style anthem “Something To
Believe In." You've even got a catchy
song for the morning after, “Hair Of The
Dog.”

A couple of the songs deserve spe-
cial attention. “Love Kills" is a hum-
mable, nasty, refreshingly irreverent
requiem for Sid Vicious and Naney
Spungeon. Over the bounciest, cheer-
fulist bass hook imaginable, Joey
Ramone whines the lyries, which reveal
these latter-day folk heroes as the
wasted, neurotic, burnt-out junkies they
really were. Sid would have found it
hilarious,

The record's undeniable classic is
“My Brain Is Hanging Upside Down
(Bonzo Goes to Bitburg)”. For those of
you who think the Ramones can't
expand their horizons, this cut has
some of the trickiest music they've ever
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used, it's one of the most intricate pro-
duction jobs they've ever used. It's
about politics for pete's sake, and it
kicks butt as well or better than any-
thing they've done before,

The song is sort of a mea culpa
from the band for the fascist imagery
they used on some of their earlier
songs. They didn't mean any harm back
then; they just didn't realize how
obnoxious the radical right really was.
The words are Kind of hard to under-
stand, but they're worth the effort it
takes to figure them out, This song is
one of the best, bitingist anti-Reagan
polemics ever written. Ronnie's fans
will be P.0.ed, but reactionary republi-
cans have got no business listening to
the Ramones anyway,

Page 37

LIFE IS A BEACH.
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SANDY'S.

475-2418

SO FLOAT INTO
SANDY'S

FOR YOUR “SUDS" BREAK.

Specials Nightly!

HAPPY HOUR: 4-6 PM Everyday

Thursdays:

|
| Can Beer & Margaritas 75¢
OPEN-Sundays 6-11 PM

“WILD” LIFE PRESERVER.
122 No. 11th

MENU 1986

Specialties

1, LLB. Hamburger
¥4 LB. Hamburger
Ys LB. Hamburger
Jake Jr. Meal

Child’s H , Taco or Hot
Dog, F&im & Dessert

Add On’s

2.99
249
1.99
1.99

Prime Rib

Chicken

Teriyaki Chicken
Lemon-Pepper Chicken
BLT

Fish .

Salad Bar w/Sandwich

3.99
2.95
2.95
2.95
2.49
2.49
1.89

Dinners

Salad Bar
Taco Salad
Chicken Taco Salad 4

B8

»

B8

Tacos — Build Your Own 3/
Giant Soft Taco

Baked Potato

Onion Rings

French Fries

— DO D 60 §0 1O

Beverages

Bacon 39
Sauteed Mushrooms
Sauteed Onions
Sliced Cheese

.39
39
20

Daily Specials $2.”

Prime Rib
Chicken 5.25

Fish 4,95
Includes choice of potato, roll
& dinner salad

5.45

Attitude Adjustment Hours

Soft Drinks* 69
Ice or Hot Tea" 59
Coffee* .59
Milk 59
Shakes/Malts
Draft Beer
Bottled Beer
Wine Coolers
* Freerefills

M BLT & Soft Drink
T  Bacon Cheeseburger & Soft Drink

Time: 4-7 pm M-F

W  Salad Bar & Soft Drink
TH B.Y.0. Tacos & Soft Drink
F  Fish Sandwich & Soft Drink

50¢ Draft Beer
75¢ Mixed Drinks
* Free Munchies %

EXAM.

At Pearle we give your pupils
{and, of course, other parts of your eye)
a thorough examination. By an ex perienced
doctor of optometry, w{:ujl (n:}l]kcf SUTC you
the prescription thats right for you.
g‘":lthat’s?;;: way we've been caring for
eves for a quarter of a century
With first class exams.

1132 “O” St. 4767583

Gateway Mall 4647416

6100 “O" Street at Gateway Shopping Center
|
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2 % Ib. Hamburgers Grilled to Order . onlI:;od - g
= 2 — Orders of our Famous French Fries a limited time. .. i
Expires Sept. 7, 1986 l
2 — (12 oz. size) Soft Drinks Not god withay i
! 2 —— Brownies for dessert opmtie;:r I
ALL THIS 95 “Please Present
i FOR $5 ¢ AnplwTSwie e i
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