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Quality universities
require sacrifices

strong university system should be the goal of any state.
Strong universities provide an overall base for jobs,
qualified educated graduates, industry and in the long run,
# stronger economy.

Weak universities provide worthless degrees, a hurting state
economy, scare away qualified educators and businesses and
leave themselves open to being called "footbsll factory.”

UNL s somewhere just above mediocrity, but it's slipping.

Recruitment of new professors is difficult when they could be
paid more and live in a better climate elsewhere,

We live in the d of a computer age, yet UNL computer
science majors stand in line for time on outdsted computers.

Our libreries need books and other materials.

Almost every academic department has some budget complaint,
many of them realistic.

The need for more funding 1s apparent.

The state has to lean toward several possible tax solutions, as it
becomes increasingly obvious that federal aid Is not forthcoming.
President Reagan said the state must pick up where the
federal government has left off,

Gov. Bob Kerrey, motivated by his decreasing federal commit-
ment, especislly to agriculture, has p u five-year $2560
million state p to develop and diversify the economic base
of rural Nebraska, according to last reports.

To accomplish this, Kerrey wants to freeze the state budget at
the current level of $828 million, a $41.6 million decrease in his
original proposa! of $864.6 million.

Reports sald Kerrey acknowledged that this continuation of the
state budget of $823 million would actually be & cut in spending
because of inflation and the demands of welfare and education
entitlement programs.

State Sen. Jerome Wamer, chairman of the appropriations
committee, was quoted in Monday's Daily Nebraskan as saying in
response to this latest cut that “several million dollars of
functions that have previously been funded by the state will not be
funded, but it's too early to say which ones.”

No one is sure where these further cuts will come from, but it is
hoped that the university doesn’t have to ge through another
Morrill

(“El?mt) Hall scare.
Most likely this latest budget reduction proposal would mean
no chance of state employee wage incresses, including college

88018,

A universily that asked for a 12.7 percent increass in funding
snd had that cut to 4 percent, carinot be expected to provide a
quality education if the increase is cut even move,

Instead, under present proposals, state senstors and Kerrey
can look for a decrease in the quality of an already struggling

university ;

Unfortuniately the best solution to the shrinking state revenue
is to maise taxes.

Kerrey is looking at the possibility of taxing services that are
not currently taxed. LB7I5 would repeal several state tax
exemptions and incresse state income by an estimated $44
miilion annually.

And there is always the possibility of raising the state income
tax.

No one likes to hear of tax increases, but the alternative of
losing crucial state programs and institutions is far worse than
the added burden of tax dollars for citizens.

We also would urge some more creative ways of strengthoning
the university budget, from both the NU Board of Regents and
other sources.

A couple of years ago the University of West Virginia's footbail
program made headlines by giving the struggling academic
segment of the university some of its surplus.

Imagine that.

It might have been creative, regents, to ask UNL Athletic
Director Bob Devaney to consider giving the general fund some of
the football surplus instead of building & new athletic training
table/study area when the old one was at least functional,

An athletic program cannot meet the needs of the scholar/
athlete if the athlete has no classes to attend.

Solutions to the university's problems exist, but they require
sacrifice on the part of school administrators, Nebraska taxpayers
and students.

However, the sacrifices should not be st the expense of
university quality.
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‘Endorsement game’goes too far

is too much. It was bad enough when

it was just Joe DiMaggio telling us
about coffee makers and Jack Klugman
off sbout personal copiers. But

now the “oelal}rlty (gwmt“hm
has gone too far. 5 is not
another column d Geraldine
Ferraro's Pepsi commercial — though she
certainly desarves all she gets!)

All right. Enough is enough, and this

- Just Inst week, two froet page noa-news
m&:mmmﬂundhm
— how eager wo are to believs somathing,
w5 long 85 the right personsays it.
I refer to the stories about Bernhard
Goets the arming of private
for no punishment for victimless crimes,
won't even Insult your intelligence by
pointing out the glaring “sour grapes”
ploy at work in both comments. Rather, |
would like to refleet on the dsngerous
road we have taken from Joe “Mr. Coffee”
DiMaggio to Bernhard “Mr. Colt 45" Goetz.
Perhaps we will arrest the trend before it
gets sny crazier.
Have you ever wondered why the makers

of “Mr. Coffee” called Joe to do their
commercials instead of you? Was it be-
cause of his well-known and long-demon-
strated expertise in the art of coffee

Did it have suything at all to do
with who knows what about coffee? Of
course not. They chose Joe and not you
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' sway the
policies governing millions of lives? No.
Bernhard Goetz is a coward who made
ST

—hepulledagunina
and started shooting. instant celebrity.

Instant expertise. Instant page one.

Everett Sileven is not 8 coward. He is a
man of conscience who chose to defy law
rather than conviction. But that hardly
makes him an expert on jurisprudence.
Yot again he one when neither
you nor | would get the time of day.

Is it the fault of the sver-maligned news
media? Partly. Bui then again, media is
business too, and they don't waste their
time with things no ome cares ahout
(French catering notwithstanding). No —
QMMEM.Me and so did 1.
dndﬁmmm'?uuﬂm
such non-news wiwlm
trivialities of celebrity. Our lives:are so
we mistake contentless gossip for signifi-
cant information. _

e
1t's more like Mrs. Olson or Mouris the Cat.
We never heard of these creatures before
their creators told us they were experts.
Now we are allowing Goets, Sileven and

. countless other flash-in-the-pan, overnight

successes shape our on issues
they know no more about than we. I vote
for wising up. I vote for asking, “Just who
is this guy, anyway?" (You can start with
me.) [ vote for a public which gets its
information from informed sources, All in
favor, raise your crolssant.

Goetzincident disgraces law and order

19 to the breakdown of
he is the breakdown of law

n Dec. 22, 1884 Hermmhard Gostz
made a cholce. When he eatered
that now-notorious subway car, he
did not go to the right where about 20 pss-
were sitting, but to the left where

four black youths were sitting alone.

When one of the nked '
he was doing, e sald he was doing fine

. When a bit later one of them asked him for

The police report of the incident is now
public and so, in a way, is the
wﬂoﬂl;;nund.m ﬂiseph:ﬁhomoofuﬁl-

ReWspaper that he

thinks his mmmﬂlﬁam
utsch. Hs lectures on the collapse

, the need of citizens
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He is not the
law and ord




