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Even novice drinkers
can enjoy good wines

By Roger Knee
faff Reporter

Valentine's day ls a time for a loaf of Se

buTll;d. wolill \ﬂ:l anda Iwedm
® bread is easy enough,

the loved one kyouron:kdmu. but
what about that bottle of wine?

Some mduumtlua about
wine, implylng that unless you're a full-
fledged connolsseur you oan't possibly
enjoy it. This Is completely false,

The more you lsam sbout the sub
Ject, the more you ean appreciate the
finer nuances of n;m wines, but the
only prerequisites for 2
bottle of we s mm [ m
and for some paopie even the glass is
optional,

There are as nany different tastes In
wine ae there are who drink it
Even If wine s touted a8 one of the
finest in the woild, there Is no guaran:
{ee that oné persen will find the
taste appealing.

How, then, are neophyies to lemm
what their tastes are? botties at
random becomes expensive and tedious.
With & minimal amount of Informution,
though, ne can quiekly bagin to
categorize different wines, and that big
shelf full of bottles with forelgn words
on the labels soon becomes less impos:
ing.

There are two ways to approach wine
systematically: by region or by grape
variety, The best way for the beginner is
by region.

Pick a'wine-producing ares, or even
a whole country, and try several of the
major grape varieties grown there, You
will soon begin to get a feel for the
kinds of wine youl most enjoy, and you
will have a few varieties “under your
belt" as points of reference when you
move on to other regions or countries.

Some countries, notably France,
Germany and Italy, have established
systems for quality rating their wines
to protect both producer and consu-
mer, These quality ratings must be
viewed with a grain of salt, however,

since a high rating does not guarantee pensive,

good wine, and & lower rating does not
necessarily mean poor wine,

In France:

AC — “Appeliation controlee” —
France’s highest rating. This wine has
oeen sobjected to strict standards
governing both viticuitural (grape grow-
ing) and vinificstlon (wine making)
processes.

VDQS — Rules resemble AC, but
are less striet,

Vin-de Table — includes “vin
Ot’djnﬂN" u‘d llvln do w’_s.ll

Some other words you may find on
French Igbels include: Blanc-white,
Cepage-grape type, Chatesu-estate, Com-

mune-village, Doux-sweet, Mise en
bouteilles au chatesy — estate-bottled,
Imumpmllng, Rouge-red and

ey
== A quality wine fr b
fled reglon, PHSIERLTIS pee

QmP = "Quality Wine with dis-
tnction.” This top eategory is broken
down Into different which
generally denote degrees of
sweetness. These words are prominent
on the label,

Vorlese — ourly harvest.
Hauptlese — gonoral harvest,

Spatlose — late harvest; enhan
Sugar content, "

Other German label words Include
Echt — genuine, Edel — noble, Rot-
weln — red wine, Trocken — dry wine,
Welsswein — white wine,

The Italisn rating system Is roughly
{ummad after the French AC system.
tallan quality wines are desi
DOC — similar to AC, and
Tavola — same s Vin de Table,

Wine merchants interviewed in
Lincoln all said their best selling wines
were 'the German whites. The light,
semi-sweet Spatlese and Auslese are
especially lar, a8 are res
sonably priced in the §6 to 58 range.

In French wines, Lincolnites seem to
prefer Chablis Grand Cru and Premier
Cru, Pouilly-Puisse and anything that
claims to be from Bordeaux.

The ovarwhelming American favor-
ites are the California Rieslings and
the Italian wines. The Italian wines are
so diverse that there is no apparent
frontrunner.

Several wine dealers in Lincoln have
fine selections, the two most promi-
nent being The Cellar, 6813 “0” St
and Meler’s Cork N Bottle, 13th and
South streets.

The Cellar has an
balanced selection of French, German,
Italian, American and other wines.
Their offerings range from the inex-
brand-name wines to the fin-
est Bordeauxs. The Cellar has wine

no da

well-

consultants on duty, and they sponsor
wine tastings frequently in the adjoin-
ing lounge.

Meier's Cork N Bottle stocks the
best German selection in town, Their
French list leans heavily toward Bur
gundies and away from Bordeauxs. If
you're looking for a specific top-notch
bottle, Meler's is the first stop, They

also anticipate wine tastings in the

future.

Wine consultants, iastings and
classes also are avallable from The
House of Wines, 3411 Fox Hollow Cir-
cle, and the Husker Bottle Shop, 330 N.
48th St.
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WARM YOUR HEART
AT HERM'S

(The Student Survival Stors)

474-6592 1644 "7 St.

/4
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Valentino's new Welcome Back Pizza Pack
is required sating for every student body.
Just give us a call, and in minutes we'll
ks & bicing hot. ious}
delicious pizza direct to your door. And, on
any ordex of $5.00 or more, we'll throw ina
litar of refreshing Coca Caola...
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Our legendary pizza and ice cold Coke.
¥What better way to start off the vsar?
Round up the gang. Pick up the phone.
Then sit back and enjoy your Welcome
Back Pizza Pack. From Valentino's, of
course! Offer expires February 28, 1088
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