Thursday, February 14, 1985

Daily Nebraskan

The Mag

The Daily Nebraskan's Enfertainment Revue

Harlequin fantasies degrade women

By Bill Alien
Beslor Reporter

ach year American women buy an
estimated 100 million Harlequin Ro-

mance npovels. This works out to about
two Harloquins a Juhmwadnnmm
ﬂmoonmxyel uding all the used copies
picked up at garage sales and second-hand
bookstores or copies passed from one friend to
another,

Although the average reader Is a 35-year-old
woman, it Is not uncommon to see the romances,
usually in paperback form, in the hards of
almost any person who can read.

A closer study of the formula and characters of
these novels shows a frightening disregard for
the image of women In soclety. The novels
solidify and stagnaie n

egative images of male-
female relationships and sexuality, especially by
creating dlswnedlmquothoﬂhmrslulm
ships should function

Harlaquins have been called porn for
women, Critics say the books explnit female
sexuslity. Scenea thai can be described as
noihing short of rape are common in the

romances, This domineering, hulking, lustful -

perivayal of men is harmful enough, but the
books go even further by implying that women
have no sexuslity of own excepl that
brought out by lustful men.

“Casties Of Sand," of the Harlequin Presents
series, written by Anne Mather, follows the
typical formula for the romances. Like most
other Harlequins, the bock vividly portrays
relationships between the hero and heroine that
are derogatory towsrd women and their sexuality.
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suocessful In & man's world, yet violent, angry
and seemingly with little control of his emotions:
where Ashley is converned.
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violence it some form, whether
her or infiicting pain in 2ome way.
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(page 145).

1 this one he sctuslly bites her, *, . . nhh
I mm@wmmrmot
and he bit it. She winced . she sdded
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The proponents of the Harlequins say the Bven If thet polut is conceded, must the her mind, how she feels about him. Also, she
bonhlll’npmhr use they act as counter  Harlequins do so at the expense of s woman’s  admits to herself that she wants him, st least
valuation. In our society, men have all the power,  control over her own se The romances physically, but she is scared to give in lest he
or st least the vast of it. Men are  give power to women, but while doing so, they spum her later. Hence, the formulaic principle

dominaat in politics, economics, physical

sirength and most aress of life. againai women. They even g 80 to man
* Women have fumlly, sensitvity snd sexuality  woman wan mm%...?m el dpgos g Bt -
in their st corner. These romance this when an actual occurs:  ™wept away” *. . , and what began as a bitter
tasies make the weaker sids stronger. Sexuality “Then ho jerked her sgsinst him, her slim naked mm%mh‘wm
u-mwmmﬁ&fg body against him . . .” (page 150), (page 15%)

 Ia satisfying to women
MM" Then, for a couple of pages, she questions, in Continzed on Page 8



