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Proposed budget

to intensify plight
of disadvantaged

resident Reagan's pian to reduce the $222 billion federal

P deflcit without raising taxes is unrealistic and unwaorkable.
Reagan sent Congress & §574 billion budget for the 1988

fiscal year. The proposal calls for & $40 billion cut in domestic
programs, yet also for & $32 billion increase in the defense budget.

Reagan’s intentions are good, but something must be done to
reduce the deficit. After considering the defense increase,
Reagan's plan will save only $8 billion.

Cuts must be made, but they should be made across the board.
If $40 billion is cut from domestic programs, then st least $40
billion should be cut from defense. The only exception to this Is
Social Security which many elderly and disabled people rely on for
suppaort.

Reagan says the defense increases would continue to fund the
MX missile and the B-1 bomber, a8 well as accelerate research on
the “Star Wars" system.

The defense increase belies Reagan's rhetoric about nuclear
arms reductions, The proposal increase will jeopardize arms talks
with the Soviet Union,

Some of Reagan's cuts are justifiable. For example, money for
Amtrak trains can be reduced. The trains have never reached the
quality of public trains in Japan and Germany, so few people use
them.

But many other cuts, such 2s reduced aid for students and
farmers, are diminishing the quality of our nation,

If college ald is reduced, one million students could be hurt.
Reagan wants to eliminate subsidizing loars for families that earn
more than $32,500 a year. He also hes proposed & new limit of
$4,000 a year on the amount of aid a student can receive,

Roagan also has proposed several cuts for farmers. For example,
farm subsidies would be cut in half and low-cost crop insurance
would be eliminated,

But farmers need subsidies. Many spend more money planting
and harvesting their crops than they sell them for.
thinks farm prices would incresse in an open market.
But farmers have no guarantee that Reagan's theory would work.
Farmers could lcse their land, homes and equipment if the plan
backfires,

Low-cost crop insurance also is a necessity, The insurance
protects farmers against losses caused by natursl hazards such as
floods, hail, drought and tomadoes,

If government insurance is cut, farmers will have to buy private
insurance at higher costs, Few could afford to do that,

Reagan's cuts would hurt primarily low- and middie-income
families. One example of this is the tocharge higher fees
for people visiting national parks or foreats. Parks are for everyone.
Low-income families should have s much access (o parks as
higher-income families.

Reagan is unfairly making low- and middle-class famiiies bear
the program cuts, The deficit is out of control and something must
be done to restrain it. But all Americans should help.

If program cuts are used, the reductions shouid be made in all
areas except Social Security, which is vital to many.

Although no one wants to pay more taxes, in the long run the
wrwwmmmmmmmm
would be distributed mere equally

If taxes are increased and spending is cut across the the
Unifed States eventually might have 2 balanced budget.
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Cookie cover-up investigated

Toll House restaurant fire remains a mystery

rageous. However, they are most came around from his drunken stupor, I his comversion to chip- activity
intolersble and pernicious when told him, “No time to explain, but i've got  oocurred after heresd s by a scient-
ey are used to hide government bum- g lead that will blow the roof off the culi- st published in “Popular Peeudo-Science,”
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cover-up, extending into the highest you know the rules. If you make anymore  gent life.
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United States. we charge you for printing your columns,”  meant wag Dr. Austin York, the same guy
The object of the coverup? The true s toors hegan to swell in my eyes he Who Was committed to an insane asylum

events ieading to the burningand destruc- & 11 pooke down and is tWo years later after becoming violently
tien of the Toll House Restaurant on New mihmlly Nem m, insane because of untreated venereal
8 retort was

O fficial coverups are always out-  Chiefl Chief? Wake up, chief” Ashesiowly  Dale started by telling me that
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Year's Eve. Spot-News unicycle. I groveled at his foet dh;::.
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- for a short while, snd then was on my way.
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and detailed investigative reporting —  Cogart® body in “African Queen” has
much of it at the risk of my own life — there been more of an affront to the earth's
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“As a statement of oppasition and pro-
test, we have aitacked the institution
which gave America the hideous reality
of chocolate chip abuse on a scele never
before realized — or even imagined — in




