Yes indeed, ladies and gentiemen,

Just when the script was
we are offered a nwm'm
National Nuclear Follies. A hearty wel-

come, please, for “FEMA and The
Farmers."
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When last heard fro u
recall, the Federal e, l;:\y
agement Agency was hoofing it up on
center with plans for evacuating
our cities. In case of nuclear war, their
ti:l\emem‘ wu:PaclI:’up yourtarouhh

your family buggy and drive,
drive, drive. Each urban dweller was
assigned a rural destination and a
welcome wagon,

Well, fans, FEMA is back They've

taken on the farmers and they're talk-

food. They have assessed the post-

nuke food situation and are here to tell

us_that the survivors are all gonna

make it if there are enough cans to go
around.

FEMA produced its new script as a
briefing paper for the_ Cabinet last
year. It was going to be algrhue
uhovmt‘bntllep.'l‘om!hrldn, lowa,
put it into our national repertoire.
Once again, the theme is upbeat: A

large-scale nuclear war wouldn't
devastate American agriculture.

In part, the are counting
on the a of migrant labor.
kol ol oy Byl

ts around to
the harvest, they say. No more help
no more illegals. Everyone

They are also counting on dimin-
ished appetites. The pressure to feed
the survivors will disappesr
quickly, along with the survivors. Fol-
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‘Logic of madness” nuclear survivability

lowing an attack which would elimi-
nate half the population, FEMA notes,
“those who are doomed to die will be
consumers for (only) part of that
time." No problem.

Now I don't know about the rest of
the civil defense audience out there,
but I have a feeling that these people
could have cribbed their script from
“The Day After.” The best scene in the
film was the wonderful meeting be-
tween the bureaucrat and the farmers.

The bureaucrat, s g from in-
structions probably produced by
FEMA fantasists, tells the farmers to
&onout into the fields and scrape up the

out and the contaminated top soils.
This is a little like skimming & ten-mile

oil slick off the ocean with a
Onlythhﬁme,wehmmgm

Frankly, | hate to pan such asincere

troupe, Lord knows, they win points
for imagination. More to the point,
FEMA and the farmers were just doing
their job of post-nuke planning. In an
era when we name a nuclear missile
“The Peacekeeper” and talk freely
about first-strike scenarios, FEMA is
just a doo-wop chorus for a headliner
like Edward Teller.

But I keep remembering the words
of Robert Jay Lifton, the Yale professor
of psychiatry who has written about
the “logic of madness” in our nuclear

“Civil defense is part of the
fundamental illusions about a nuclear
war: The illusion of surviving. The illu-

sion of recovery. It's massive denial.”

Lifton's point of view is that of a
nuclear theater critic. “In itself (civil
defense) seems like a natural and
appropriate thing to do. But it in-
creases the possibility of nuclear war
by making it more acceptable. That's
why it's immoral.”
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ith the Holidays almost here
you need extracash even more.

in your used textbooks
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In fairness, the FEMA predictions
may be accurate. If Carl Sagan's group
of scientists is right, 10 percent of the
nuclear arsenal can create an ultimate
Nuclear Winter. In that case, there

would indeed be plenty of food for the
number of people: none.
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