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Hoppen gains confidence

By Kevin Warneke

ILthe predictions of three Big Eight
basketball coaches come true,
ka's Dave Hoppen could be a premier
center in the college ranks.

Colorado’s Tom Apke, Oklahoma's

Tubbs and Nebraska's Moe Iba all

said that Hoppen has the potential to
be a dominating center.

“I think Dave is net only one of the
top young centers in the conference,
but also one of the top centers in the
nation,” Apke said. “He's an outstand-

ing player and an outstanding young
man.”

Tubbs agreed. He said that Hoppen
should be playing for Oklahoma instead
of Nebraska.

“I'm still mad at Dave Hoppen because
he said ‘no’ when we him to
come to Oklahoma,” Tubbs joked. “We
have a couple of guards that we'd like
to trade for him.”

“Seriously,” Tubbs said, “He's an out-
standing player. I think he may one
day play in the NBA."

Although Hoppen is outstanding, Iba
said there also is room for improvement.

“He'll be one of the better centers for
sure,” Iba said. “He's improved a great
deal and he has more confidence. But
David will be treated different by other
teams. Now he'll have to be better.”

Hoppen set the conference on fire
last year as a freshman when he earned
second-team All-Big Eight honors while
averaging 13.9 points and five rebounds
a game.

But Hoppen said he isn't about to
rest on his past laurels.

“I hope to be one of the top centers in
the league,” he said. “I've improved on
my rebounding and my defense.”

Even if his statistics aren't as impres-

sived his sophomore season, Hop-
n said, it wouldn't matter as long as
ebraska wins.

“I don't set those kind of goals for
myself,” he said. “I have enough pres-
sure on me without the pressure of

having those extra goals."
Hoppen said that along with David
Ponce, Eric Willlams ngun Cloudy,

he will probably be one of the team
leaders.

“Coach Iba said the new guys will
probablybelooking to me on how I
work," he said. “So I'll have to watch
what [ do."

Although Nebraska has been highly
touted for this season, Hoppen said
the non-conference season will deter-
mine just how good the Huskers really
are.

“We play some awfully good teains,”
he “So we're going to have to play
well®

But after the non-conference sea-
son, the “tough” part comes.

“There are easily four or five teams
in the Big Eight who could win it all,”
Hoppen said.

Although he is looking forward to
locking horns with Creighton Universi-
ty's Benoit Benjamin again, Hoppen
said the matchup is blown out of
proportion.

“The media makes up more than
needs to be,” Hoppen said. “But he's
one of the best out of high school and
we both had good freshman years so it
should be a good matchup.”

What Hoppen said he is most happy
about this season is the rebounding
help he will get from Ronnie Smith,
John Matzke and James Moore.

“1 hopesomeofthelpmsureis taken
off ]tlne," he said. “But I'll still have todo
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