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Kennedy's image
blurred by myths
Tuesday will mark the 20th anniversary of the death
John F. Kennedy.

Even today, 20 years after his assassination,
Kennedy still holds the imagination of the American
public. It's almost impossible this month to watch
television, or read a newspaper or magazine without
seeing something about Kennedy.

Somehow during the last 20 years, the image of
Kennedy the man has become blurred with the
myth of Kennedy and Camelot

. Some see him as the ultimate Cold Warrior, others
as the greatest president of the 20th century.
Neither label is accurate or fair.

The truth is that Kennedy falls somewhere in
between. The man who ordered the invasion of the
Bay of Pigs in 1951 is the same man who negotiated
the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty in 1D33.

The man who was accused of bringing the world
to the brink of nuclear war over the Cuban mbsile
crisis was the same man who, after forcing the Rus-
sians to back down, was wise enough not to embar-
rass them further, recognizing the fact that we have
to live in the same world with the Russians.

The man who had never known poverty laid the
groundwork for the war on poverty that later
bloomed into a full-sca- le assault under the Johnson
administration.

Perhaps what distinguishes Kennedy the most
from the presidents who followed him was his sense
of responsibility.

When he made a mistake, as at the Bay of Pigs, he
had enough confidence in himself to admit it and
accept the blame. Other presidents, from Johnson
to Reagan, have found it easier to blame the press or
Congress when their policies failed. t -

Kennedy's personal life also has come under criti-
cism. At times it seems that every girl who ever
kissed him under the mistletoe has called a press
conference to tell the world about it. But not many
people's personal life would be able to withstand the
microscope that Kennedy's has been put through.

If the policies of Kennedy remain shrouded in
controversy, one thing, at least, seems clear. Ken-

nedy was a reflection of his time. He was a product
ofthe Cold War. But, by the time ofhis death, he had
started to move in other directions, away from the
confrontations of the past

Today, 20 years later, the plea he made to the
nation at the signing ofthe Nuclear Test Ban Treaty
still has not been answered: "Let us, if we can, step
back from the shadows ofwar and seek out the way
of peace. And if that journey is 1,000 miles, or even
more, let history record that we, in this land, at this
time, took the first step." '

Jeff Goodwin

For Americans who object to the militaristic and
anti-soci- al turn the Reagan administration is tak-

ing, the protest demonstration on Central America
last weekend in Washington, was heartening and
important because it focused a broad and vehement
protest and protest is not something which Pres-
ident Reagan has really had to deal with in a mean-
ingful way.
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ment which favors the rich.
Organizers in the Nov. 1 2 Coalition tried to further

this advance-on-aH-fron- ts impression with speak-
ers on peace, figures important in alternative cul-
ture from Peter, Paul and Mary to Holly Near and
Ronnie Gilbert and an appearance by presidential
candidate Jesse Jackson. 4 ; :

To call up all the old images of 19603 counter-
culture and invoke new ones created by feminist r

singers Near and Gilbert is a strong and deliberate
challenge to an expansionistic mainstream in Amer- -

ican society. Newsweek, a model of presumption in'
its coverage of Central America, reveals a similar
.presumption in current public opinion- - Accordin
to a Gallup poll in Newsweek, 53 percent of respon
dents approved of the invasion which, in News-week- 's

words, was a cooperative venture between
UJS. military forces "along with those of several
Caribbean nations." ,

A3 a symbol and support of this new kind ofpoliti-
cal movement, Jackson leaves something to be
desired. His presidential candidacy is unquestiona-
bly a way to bring interest and a new agenda to this
election; Jackson's own lack of clear ideas on issues
other than domestic and economic ones is a probl-
em.

In contrast to candidates who may change their
minds from week to week and group to group on an
issue, Jackson changed his position on Lebanon
within the space of moments in front of the protes-
ters Saturday.
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With the exception of the nuclear freeze move-
ment, most challenges the President has seen have
been relatively small inappropriate staff choices
and changes were approved by Congress for the
most part and despite a lot of Congressional noise,
Reagan got his MX missiles and his nerve gas.
Although many congressional Democrats pointed
out that tax cuts which Reagan proposed were

and bankrupting, the tax cuts still pas-
sed. Much of this might not have happened ifDemo-
crats in Congress had been united and unyielding.

What this rally on Central America and others
(like the memorial march for Martin Luther King)
mean is that for the first time Reagan's reaction is
being attacked on all fronts. People in Washington
this weekend didnt talk only about El Salvador and
Nicaragua,but also about unemployment and govern
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