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A building fire can begin simply and quicetly.
Soon, however, it can explode into a raging in-
ferno, destroying property and perhaps killing
those unable to flee the burning building.

The fear of a fire sweeping through a college
dormitory haunts university officials and housing
department  directors and  employees  because
there is no foolproof way of ensuring against such
a tragedy.

But there are preventive measures to be taken
and it is important that the university in general,
and the UNL housing department in particular, be
lauded for their unrelenting efforts to make
campus residence halls as safe as possible through
increased awareness and by continually improving
building conditions.

This praise is especially warranted this week
after the containment of a fire Sunday at Selleck
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Officials commended for fire safety precautions

Quadrangle and the successful evacuation of
many of the building's residents.

According to Doug Zatechka, UNL housing
director, the university Is doing more o ensure
the safety of its residents through preventive steps
than is required by existing fire and building
codes. Again, NU officials should be commended
for those cfforts as they represent a much-
appreciated desite to keep the best interests of
university students as a prime objective.

Cooperation by Selleck employces and resi-
dents also was cited as one of the major reasons a
potentially serious situation was averted carhier
this week and that, too, is commendable.

Unfortunately, in the past fire alarms have
been set off by mischievous individuals who
obviously prefer juvenile antics instead of respect-
ing the safety of other people. As a result, dorm-

itorv residents sometimes have been reluctant to
leave a building when an alarm sounds.

Now. if someone is caught pulling a fire alarm
for no reason, that individual's housing contract
will be canceled within 24 hours. This policy has
resulted in a reduction at UNL from 46 talse
alarms in residence halls two years ago. to seven
such incidents last year. UNL'S Residence gl
Association also is helping to curb this problen
by offering rewards for information about lalse
alarms. These efforts also should be applauded.

But the fact a fire was handled well at a resi-
dence hall deserves more than praise and a heavy
sieh of relief. It also should be a reminder that
such an incident can occur anytime and any
place. _ '

A fire alarm s a warning  a warning that al-
ways should be regarded as a signal of danger and
responded to accordingly.
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Boston—-*If you want to know what strikes too many familiar chords to rather than what she wants. The woman
I think, I think the guy deserved to simply play in the background. _ whose self-image slqwly splits into
die!" So Jean Harris has become a kind of warring halves; headmistress of Madeira
The woman says this with a blistering upper-crust blues heroine. Everywo- and scomed mistress; of Scarsdale,
vengeance. She is standing at the sink,  man whose man done her wrong, Fvery- Integrity Jean in her work life and
briskly chopping the six walnut halves woman who ever found the inscription Jealous Jean in her love life. We've seen
for her Scarsdale diet lunch, on the cuff links, the letters in the draw- what's left for the losers in this internal
“Listen to this,” she says, turning er, the clothes in the closet. Everywo- war of the ego, a final revealing request:
back the pages of the paperback to the man responded by saying only, “l wish “I wish immediately to be thrown
acknowledgments. She reads down the -the same old wish -there were more away.” .
list: “Suzanne . . . Phyllis . .. Terry . .. ways | could do things for you,” By 57. after 14 years, Jean Harris
Elizabeth . . . Janet . . . Barbara . . . had learned too well how to swallow
S Elaine . . . Francis . . . June ... Sharon - mouthfuls of humiliation in return for
carlet B .. Ruth . .. There are 35 women's _ tidbits ol attention, By 57, she had
names! The creep should have worn a e g°°dman learned to misuse her pride to pretend
scarlet B for bastard.” she didn’t mind, It's not all that unique,
h The woman puts the last scoop of Inevitably when anyone tamps down
a-ngs On’ cottage cheese on the platter and brings jealousy uligcr. and pain, the pressure
it to the table saying, *I don’t know if It was this woman who wasattracted 0 ub Cover 14 years of it with pills
she did it on purpose or not, but I hope to and wooed by the urbane man with o P;idc j MPHOE 2 Yoals gL P
n()t love she gets acquitted.” his roses, his wine cellar. his dinners, his explode i'm” Sm'"e form A destraotion
This is what the story of Jean Harris trips and his lLittle black bhook. ' : o
and Hy Tarnower has done. Turned us 1 don’t know whether she came So forgive me it | don’t think Jean
into voyeurs and partisans of this most to this relationship with her own low lll;n(ris IS Everywoman Wf“”l_fled‘- o me,
compeliing case of the “wronged wo- crop of selfesteem or whether he she’s Everywoman who didn't know
man.” eventually cut her down to size. e  when or how to go. She’s Everywoman
The papers had been full of more de- sounds like a bait-and-switch artist of who ever stayed with a bastard “because
tails. There was the engagement ring great experience—a man able to hook 1 love him™ and called this romantic.
that led to no wedding. There was the women on charm and promises of star- She is, finally, Everywoman who
trip to Paris clouded by the letter from dom and then transfer them back into  over hune into a rclalit‘mship by her
;Fl];]ll'her wL;Jgnan. _"ljherj was the nilg}ln hiis chorus line. We've all seen men like  fingernails while her self-csteem eroded
. stayed in, writing diet recipes while that. like a crumbly windowsill o t
he went out partying, But [ still don't see this as some floor. Y windowsill on: the 13t%
The murder classic heroic tragedy. [ see it as the Eventually, like all of them, she fell
jealousy, rejection, pain, insensitivity, sorry common soap opera of the woman into an abyss.
With her 14 years and his other women. who hung on too long for too little. '
Her pride and his other women. Her We've all seen them, the women who (c) 1981, The Boston Globe Newspaper Co.,
| self-esteem and his other women, It gradually settle for what a man gives Washington Post Writers Group
_—

Vietnam veterans overshadowed by hostage hoopla

Some people think they have hit upon the greatest re-
velation of all ume, but the fact that Vietnam veterans
were treated like dirt when they returned to the United
States is not a revelation. It is a shame that when the
former hostages returned to the United States more
Americans could not remember the time when others re-
turned to freedom, that is if they were lucky enough to
return alive,

UPSP 144080

Editor Kathy Chenault; Managing editor Tom McNeil; News
editor Val Swinton, Associate news editors Diane Andersen,
Steve Miiler, Assistant news aditor Bob Lannin: Night news
editor Kathy Stokebrand: Magazine editor Mary Kempkes;
Entertainment editor Casey McCabe Sports editor: Larry Sparks
Art director Dave Luebke. Photography chief Mark B*“I”CIS'BVIJ
Assistant photography chief Mitch Hrdlicka ;

Copy editors Mike Bartels, Sue Brown, Pat Clark, Nancy Ellis,
Dan Epp, Maureen Hutfless, Alice Hrnicek Kim Hachiya, Jeanne
Mohatt, Janice Pigaga

Business manager Anne Shank: Production manager: Kitty
Policky . Advertising manager:  Art Small, Assistant édverrnsing
manager Jeff Pike

Publications Board chairman Mark Bowen, 4730212. Pro-
fessional adviser . Don Walton, 473-7301

The Dailly Nebraskan is published by the UNL Publications
Board Monday through Friday during the fall and spr ng semest-
ers, except during vacations -

Address: Daily Nebraskan, 34 Nebraska Union, 14th and R
streets, Lincoln, Neb . GB588. Telephone 472-2588

Material may be reprinted without permission if attributed 1o
the Daily Nebraskan, except material covered by 3 '

Second class postage pard at Lincoin, Neb., 68510

copyright

The Vietnam veterans fought an illegal war, one that
wasn't declared by Congress and yet they went to war be-
cause they were faithful to their nation. The sad part of
the veterans’ story is that many of the Americans who
were killed in Vietnam weren't old enough to vote or
drink, but they were old enough to be killed.

richardson

The miserable memories that the veterans unfolded on
the rest of the nation caused many Americans to push the
thoughts of Vietnam out of their minds. The war was
treated like a mistake that never occurred. Unfortunately,
it did.

The thoughts of being spit on as they stepped off the
airplanes, the thoughts of watching their friends being
killed and worse, the nagging fear of losing their own lives
came back to the Vietnam veterans as they watched the
former hostages being paraded around and put on 4
pCLl('StaI h) thc [.in"ed Slalei. \1(!”_\' of lh(‘ veterans tound
themselves feeling bitter about the treatment of the
former hostages, and rightfully so. After fighting in o war
that many of them did not want to fight in the veterans
rarely. if at all, received one thank you from the United
States’ government or the people.

That’s not to say that the former hostages don't de-
serve any of the attention they received. but it should be
remembered that most of the Vietnam veterans were fore.
ed to be in Vietnam, while most of the former hosta
chose to be in Iran.
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And many of the veterans went through more mental
and physical anguish than the 52 former hostages. And
there are veterans that come back to freedom with arms
and legs missing. with serious mental problems and ol
course. with the gruesome memories of war.

The men who spent twice the amount of time that the
tormer hostages did in Iran as prisoners of wa. also should
not be forgotten. And. of course, those who lost their
lives and those who are still missing in action can never be
forgotten

Yes, the Vietnam veteran is cast aside every day.

Perhaps the most irritating aspect of the former host-
ages” return 1s that some people insist on calling them
heroes. Heroes for what? They weren't fighting a war.
They didn’t fight for freedom and they certainly didn't
complete any feats worthy of a purple heart. The former
hns_lugcs were in the right place at the wrong time. True.
their captivity was sad and the whole nation prayed for
their release. but they are not hereos. '

When Paul Needham returned to Bellevue Sunday he
suggested that a monument be built honoring the Vietnam
veterans. Although the idea is a nice one, it's probably
sate to say most of the Vietnam veterans don’t want to be
remembered only by a monument.

Tho. pmh;yh]", want recognition for being there when
Uncle Sam called. They fought an unpupl;lar war, but
they T'I:u:_f':'. it and that’s what they probably want to be
remembered for, _

Needham was correct Sunday when he said freedom is
not always free. So it seems only appropriate we rememb-
er who the real heroes are and \'&'hn‘paid the cost of keep-
ing the United States free.

IU's 200d 10 have Needham and Michael Moeller back in
Nebraska. but it's also good to remember those who
should have received red carpet treatment, and didn’t.




