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An sncient bamn leans wnder the weight of years of prairie winds.

Sign project is ‘go’—in reduced form

By Janet Fix :

o Hms%ﬁsﬂm” wht;::m" Al
but the origi or
Bennett m'udm to sbout $10,500, according to

a portion
of Bennett's original plan but a large of s
“ﬁum»«wmunmdu

are needed, he ssid. The future of the remaining signs
requested by Bennett will be determined before July 1,
Rochr said.

Parking increase
‘virtual certainty’

By Maxine Kubicek
inflationary costs have made a “Jong overdue ™ increase

in t fees a virtual certainty, according to
putﬂ_ ' tor John Duve.

Duve an increase from the current $25 to $45

for a parking will be necessary to provide the same

level of service and for the parking budget to break even
next year.

“We have no more corners to cut except the amount of
service we provide,” he said. “No matter what the rest
ends up being, all 10,000 of our permit-type customers
will be upset.”

Duve said he is interested in finding out whether park-
ing customers would rather pay the extra cost for parking
or put up with reduced service. He listed three basic op-
tions available:

—charge the current $25 rate and cut services and

maintenance ;
e

—raise parking fees to about $45 and offer the present
level of service;

—raise the rate to about $60, which would provide for
additional improvements and construction.

Duve said he will make a recommendation of the
amount of increase to the chancellor’s parking advisory
committee. His recommendation will be based on the
amount necessary for the parking budget to break even,
he said.

The tentative parking budget for next year is $403 000
and represents a 15 per cent increase over this year’s bud-
get of $350.000, he said. No money is allowed in the bud-
get for construction and Duve said increased cost of mat-
erials and labor “has not bebn addressed for several

years.”

maintenance in an effort to awert the
increass would mean less thorough snow removal, post-
poning repairs of potholes and discontinuing replacement
of signs in parking lots, Duve said.

About $250,000 of the current $350000 budget is
generated by permit sales, he said, and the remainder
comes from meter and violations revenue. Duve said the
violations revenue has steadily declined after a sharp in-
crease when the rhino boot program was initiated. He said
he expects the decline to intensify in the future. ;

“Technically ~if we had no violations revenue, the price
of a parking permit would be $30 to $35," he said. “Be-
cause we can't count on a fixed amount of violations
revenue, we may have to raise the base rate.”

Duve said he expects a loss of about 2000 parking
customers if the rate increase is approved. Around 1,500
former parking customers did not buy permits following a
rates increase from $15 to $25 several years ago, he said.

However, Duve said the increase he projects is based

" on the current number of parking permits sold. If fewer

its, the rate may go even higher, he said.
Duve sasid he would like an increase recommendation
the

end of the school year so he can get com- |

before
munity reaction to the recommendation.
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