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President Puts No Limit on War Effort

The President, in mwhlrlg the campaign in
New York Saturday, May 18, for the H(f(‘.()ﬂ{.l
$100,000,000 Red Cross fund, spoke as follows:

Mr., Chairman and Fellow Couuf.rymt-n:. |
should be very sorry to think that Mr. Davison
In any degree curtalled his exceedingly Inter-
esting spcech for fear that he was postponing
mine, because I am sure you listened with the
same Intent and Intimate interest with which I
Hstencd to the extraordinarily vivid account he
gave of the things which he had realized, be-
cause he had come in contact with them on the
other side of the water. We compassed them
with our imagination. He compassed them in
his personal experience.

I have not come here tonight to review for
you the work of the Red Cross: I am not com-
petent to do so, because I have not had the
time or the opportunity to follow it in detail.
I have come here simply to say a few words to
you as to what it all seems to me to mean. It
means a great deal.

FACING TWO DUTIES.

There are two duties with which we are face
to face. The first duty is to win the war, and
the second duty, that goes hand in hand with
it, Is to win it greatly and worthily, showing
the real quality of our power not only, but the
real quality of our purpose and of ourselves. Of
course, the first duty, the duty, that we must
keep In the foreground of our thought until it
is accomplished, is to win the war. I have
heard gentlemen recently say that we must get
6,000,000 men ready. Why limit it to 5,000,-
0007 T asked the congress of the United States
to name no limit, because the congress intends
I am sure, as we all intend, that every ship that
can carry men or supplies shall go laden upon
évery voyage with every man and every supply
she can carry,

INSINCERE PEACE PROPOSALS,

And we are not to be diverted from the grim
P rpose of winning the war by any insincere
approaches upon the subject of peace. I can
say with a clear conscience that I have tested
those intimations, and have found them insin-
cere. I now recognize them for what they are,
an opportunity to have a free hand, particularly
in the East, to carry out purposes of conquest
and exploitation. Every proposal with regard
to accommodation in the West involves a res-
ervation with regard to the East. Now, so far
a8 I am concerned, I intend to stand by Russia
as well as France. The helpless and the friend-
less are the very ones that need friends and
succor, and if any man in Germany thinks we
are going to sacrifice anybody for our own sake,
I tell them now they are mistaken. ‘For the
glory of this war, my fellow citizens, 8o far as
we are concerned, is that it is, perhaps for the
first time in history, an unselfish war. I could
not be proud to fight for a selfish purpose, but
I can be proud to fight for mankind. 1t they
wigh peace, let them come forward through ac-
eredited representatives and lay their terms on
the table. We have la!d ours, and they know
what they are.

DUTY OF THE RED CROSS.

But behind all this grim purpose, my friends,
Hes the opportunity to demonstrate not only
force, which will be demonstratcd to the ut-
most, but the opportunity to demonstrate char-
acter, and it s that opportunity that we have
most conspicuously in the work of the Red
Cross. Not that our men In arms do not rep-
resent our character, for they do; and it is a
character which those who see and realize ap-
preciate and admire, but their duty is the duty
of force. The duty of the Red Cross is the duty
of mercy and succor and friendship.

Have you formed a picture in y
tion of what this war is doing for us and for the
world? In my own mind I am comvinced that
not a hundred years of peace could have knit.
ted this natlon together as this single year of
war has knitted it together, and, better even
than that if possible, it is Knitttng the world
together. Look at the picture: In the center
of the scene four nations engageqd against the
world, and at every point of vantage showing
that they are seeking selfish aggrandizement :
and against them twenty-three ZOVErnments
representing the greater part of the population

our imagina-

of the world drawn together into a m-wf sen;:
of community of interest, a new sense 0 c;ou
munity of purpose, a new gense of unity of life.

INCIDENT IN ITALY.

The secretary of war told me an interesting
ineident the other day. He said when. L he was
in Italy a member of the Italian government
was expaining to him the many recasons why
Italy felt near to the United States. He sald
“If you want to try an interesting experiment
go up to any one of these troop trains and ask
in English how many of thems. have been in
America, and see what happens,” He tried the
experiment, He went up to a troop train and
he said, “"How many of you boys have been in
America,” and he said it seemed to him as if
half of them sprang up and said: “Me from
San Francisco,” “Me from New York—all over.”
There was part of the heart of America in the
Italian army-—people that had been knitted to
us by assoclation, who knew us, who had lived
among us, who had worked shoulder to
shoulder with us, and now, friends of America,
were fighting for their native Italy.

Friendship is the only cement that will ever
hold the world together. And this intimate
contact of the great Red Cross with the peoples
who are suffering the terrors and deprivations
of this war is going to be one of the greatest
instrumentalities of friendship that the world
ever knew, and the center of the heart of it all,

if we sustain it properly, will be this land that
we so dearly love.

GREAT DAY OF DUTY.

My friends, a great day of duty has come, and
duty finds a man’'s soul as no kind of work can
ever find it. May I say this? The duty that
faces us all now is to serve one andther, and
no man can afford to make a fortune out of this
war. There are men amongst us who have for-
gotten that, if they ever saw it. Some of you
are old enough—I am old enough—to remem-
ber men who made fortunes out of the Civil
war, and you know how they were regarded by
their fellow citizens. That was a war to save
one country; this is a war to save the world.
And your relation to the Red Cross is one of
the relations which will relieve you of the stig-
ma. You can not give anything to the govern-
men‘ of the United States, it will not accept it,
There is a law of congress against accepting even
services without pay. The only thing that the
government will accept is a loan, and duties per-
formed; but it {8 a great deal better to give
than to lend or to pay, and your great channel
for giving is the American Red Cross. Down
in your hearts you can not take very much sat-
isfaction in the last analysig in lending money
to the government of the United States, because
the interest which you draw will burn your
pockets. It is a commerecial transaction, and
some men have even dared to cavil at the rate
of interest, not knowing the incidental ecom-
mentary that constitutes upon their attitnde,

'hen you give, give something of your
heart, something of your soul, something of
Yourself goes with the gift, particularly when
it 18 given in such form that it n
back by way of direct benefit
know, there is the

eéver can come
. o ;oﬂynuraelr. You
a eynical definit -
itmh'..as “the lively expectation oli'm;a?rf)rgsratto
come.” Well, there is no expectation of favors
to come in this kind of giving, Thesge things
are bestowed in order that the world may be a
fitter place to live In, that men may be sue-
cored, that homes may be restored, that sufrer-
ing mav be relieved, that the face of the earth
may have the blight of destruction taken away

from it, anad that wherever f
- : T force goes,
shall go mercy and helpfulness. g there

DO NOT GIVE SPARINGLY.
And when you give,
You can spare, and do n
eral in the giving.
tion, you are not givin
to your own vanity.
hurts, then your heart b
Think what we have ) |
Atmc-r!can Red Cross, but it {s
Ol & great international organiz
not only recognized by thegstat:tt;gn(')rweii:lh -
the' civilizeq governments of the wm"l(l l'lt o
is recognized by internationa] aAgres méntmani(i

give absolutely an that
ot consider

We call it the
merely a braneh

-

treaty as the recognized and acceptcq instry.
mentality of merecy and suecor. And one of the
deepest stains that rests upon the reputation
of the German army is that they have not p.
gpected the Red Cross. That goes to the root
of the matter. They have mot respected e i
strumentality they themselves participateq i,
setting up as the thing which no man wg y,
touch because it was the expression of compy,
humanity. We are members, by being membery
of the American Red Cross, of a great fraternity
and comradeship which extends all over the .
world, and this cross which these ladics bore
today is an emblem of Christianity jtselr

TRIBUTE TO WOMEN.,

It fills my imagination, ladies and gentlemen,
to think of the women all over this country who
are busy tonight and are busy every night and
every day doing the work of the Red Cross, busy
with a great eagerness to find out the most ser-
viceable thing to do, busy with a forgetfulnes
of all the old frivolities of their social relation.
ghips, ready to curtail the duties of the hoyge
hold in order that they may contribute to titis
common work that all their hearts are engaged
In, and in doing which their hearts become go
quainted with each other. When you think of
this, you realize how the people of the United
States are being drawn together into a great
intimate family whose heart s being used for
the service of the soldiers mot only, but for the
service of civilians where they suffer and are lost
In the maze of distresses and distractions. And
you have, then, this noble picture of justice and
mercy as the two servants of liberty. For only
where men are free do they think the thoughts
of comradeship; only where they are free do
they think the thoughts of sympathy; only
where they are free are they mutually helpful;
only where they are free do they realize their de-
pendence upon one another and their comrades
8hip in common interest and common necessity.

INDIAN’S VIEW OF WAR PURPOSE.

I heard a story told the other day that was
ridiculous, but it is worth repeating, because it
contains the germ of truth. An Indian was en-
listed in the army. He returned to the resery-
ation on a furlough. : He #vas asked what he
thought of it. He sald: “No much good. Too
much salute, not much shoot.” Then he was
asked: “Are you going back?” “Yes.” “Well,
do you know what you are fighting for?" “Yes,
me know; fight to make whole damn world
democratic party.” He had evidently misunder-
stood some innocent sentenee of my own. But
after all, although there is no party purpose i}l
it, he got it right as far as the word ‘‘party;"
to make the whole world demoeratic in the sense
of community of interest amd of purpose; and
it you ladies and gentlemen could read some of
the touching dispatches which = come through
official channels (for even through those chan-
nels there come voices of humanity that are in-
finitely pathetic); if you could catch some of
those voices that speak the utter longing of op-
bressed and helpless peoples all over the world,
to hear something like the Battle Hymn of the
Republic, to hear the feet of the great hosts of
Liberty coming to set them free, to set their
minds free, set their lives free, set their children
free—you would know what comes into the
heart of those who are trying to contribute all
the brains and power they have to this greal
enterprise of Liberty. I summon you to the
comradeship.. T summon you in th's next week
to say how much and how sincerely and hov
unanimously you sustain the heart of the world

The farm labor bureau men have been fig-
uring up that $565 a month for a hired man is
€qual to $125 a month in the eity, but in spite
of the manifest accuracy of this statement W€
have not yet been knocked over by any mad
fush from the city on the part of a lot of mel
who could use $125 a month very handily.

it 1s all too true that the mam who is mos!
Insistent on advertising himself as a patrio
quite often shows up a few months later in lhf’
list of those who are extremely anixous to 2%

sociate themselves with fine, large salaries and
public offices,

The man who invented the daylight par e
plan by turning the hands of the clock forwar®
an hour might be willing to give an interviev
on what he thinks about the value of his plal

compared to that of Joshua's eommanding ©
the sun to stand stil, '




