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The Commoner

: resident, in Address, Declares

- America Will Fight On

ident Wilson delivered the following ad-
it Baltimore, April 6, on the occasion of
ning the Third Liberty Loan campaign:

8 is the anniversary of our acceptance of
ny's challenge to fight for our right to
A be free and for the sacred rights of
in everywhere. The nation s awake.
i8 no need to call attention to it. Wae

hat thé war may cost, our utmost sac-
the lives of our fittest men, and, if need
I that we possess. The loan we are met
guss is one of the least parts of what we
led upon to glve and to do, though in
imperative. The people of the wheole
Yy are alive to the necessity of it and are
'to lend to the utmost, even where it in-
8 sharp skimping and dailly sacrific? to
ut of meagre earnings. They will look
eprobation and contempt upon those who
d will not, upon those who demand a
' rate of interest, upon those who think
5 2 mere commercial transaction, I have
ime, therefore, to urge the loan. I have
to give you, if I can, a more vivid con-
 of what it is for.

reasons for this great war, the reason
bhad to come, the need to fight it through

b issues that hang upon its outcome, are
glearly disclosed now than ever before. It
to see just what this particular loan
, because the cause we are fighting for
more sharply revealed than at any pre-

L erisis of the momentous struggle. The
tho knows least can now see plainly how
ase of justice stands and what the imper-
} thing is he is asked to invest in. Men
erica may be more sure than they ever
efore that the cause ig their own, and
it should be lost their own great nation’s
and mission in the world would be lost

pall you to witness, my fellow-countrymen,
it no stage of this terrible businegs havo
ed the purposes of Germany intemper-
. I should be ashamed in the presence of
. 80 grave, so fraught with the destinies

nkind throughout all the world, to speak

ruculence, to use the weak language of
or vindictive purpose. We must judge
 would be judged. I have'sought to learn
pjucts Germany has in this war from the
of her spokesmen, and to deal as frank-
them as I wished them to deal with me.
e laid bare our own ideals, our own pur-
without reserve or doubtful phrase and
‘asked them to say as plainly what .t is
they seek.
e ourselves have proposed no injustice,
gression. We are ready, whenever the final
ning is made, to be just to the German
s, deal fairly with the German power, as
‘all others.
here can be no difference between peo-
in the final judgment, if it is, indeed, to be
thteous judgment. To propose anything but
ce, even handed and dispassionate justice,
srmany at any time, whatever the outcome
e war, would be to renounce and dishonor
pwn cause. For we ask nothing that we are
iling to accord.
has been with this thought that I have
ht to learn from those who spoke for Ger-
y whether it was justice or dominion and
execution of their own will upon the other
png of the world that the German leaders
® seeking. They have answered, answered
nmistakable terms. They have avowed that
as not justice but dominion and the un-
leed execution of their own will,
he avowal has not come from Germany’s
esmen. It has come from her military
ers, who are her real rulers. Her states-
have said that they wished peace and were
iy to discuss its terms whenever their op-
ents were willing to s't down at the confer-
# table with them. Her present chancellor
said—in iIndefinite and uncertain terme in-
and in phrases that often seem to deny
ir own meaning, but with as much plainness
he thought prudent—that he believed that
e should be based wupon the principles
eh we had declared would be our own in the
sottlement, . :
At Brest-Litovsk ‘her civillan delegates spoke

in similar terms; professed their desire to con-
clude a fair peace and accord to the peoples
with whose fortunes they were dealing the right
to choose their own allegiances. But action ac-
companied and followed the profession. Their
military masters, the men who act for Germany
and exhibit her purpose in execution, proclaimed
a very different conclusion. We can not mis-
take what they have done-—in Rusgia, in Fin-
land, in the Ukraine, in Roumania., The real
test of their justice ad fair play has come. From
this we may judge the rest. They are enjoying
in Russia a cheap triumph in which no brave or
gallant nation can long take pride. A great
people, helpless by their own act, lies for the
time at their mercy. Their fair professiors are
forgotten. They nowhere set up justice, but

.everywhere lmpose their power and expioit ev-

erything for their own use and aggrandizement,
and the peoples of conquered provinces are in-
vited to be free under their dominion!

“Are we not justified In believing that they
would do the same thing at thelr western front
if they were not there face to face with armies
whom even their countless divisions can not
overcome? If, when they have felt their check
to be final, they should propose favorable and
equitable terms with regard to Belgium and
France and Italy, could they blame us if we con-
cluded that they did so only to agsure them-
selves of a free hand in Russia and the east?

“Their purpose is undoubtedly to make all
the Slavic peoples, all the free and amb tious
nations of the Baltic peninsula, all the lands
that Turkey. has dominated and misruled, sub-
ject to their will and ambition and build unon
that dominion an empire of force upon wh'ch
they fancy that they can erect an empire of
gain and commercial supremacy-—an empire as
hostile to the Americas as to the Europe which
it will overawe—an emp're which will ultimate-
ly master Persia, India and the peoples of the
Far East. In such a programme, our ideals, the
ideals of justice and humanity and liberty, the
principle of the free sell-determination of na-
tions upon which all the modern world insists,
can play no part. They are rejected for the
ideals of power, for the principle that the strong
must rule the weak, that trade must follow the
flag, whether those to whom it is taken we'-
come it or not, that the peoples of the world
are to be made subject to the patronage and
overlordship of those who have the power to
enforce it,

“That programme, once carried out, America
and all who care or dare to stand with her
must arm and prepare themselves to contest
the mastery of the world, a mastery in which the
rights of common men, thé rights of women
and all who are weak, must for the time being
be trodden underfoot and disregarded and the
old, age long struggle for freedom and right
begin again at its beginning.
America has lived for and loved and grown
great to vindicate and bring to a glorious real-
ization will have fallen in utter ruin and the
gates of mercy once more pitilessly shut upon
mankind!

“The thing is preposterous and Iimpossible,
and yet is not that what the Whole course and
action of the German armies has meant wherever
they have moved? 1 do not wish, even in this
moment of utter disillusionment, to judge
harshly or unrighteously. I judge only what
the German arms have accomplished with un-
pitying thoroughness throughout every fair re-
gion they have touched.

““What, then, are we to do? For myself, I am
ready, ready still, ready even now, to discuss a
fair and just and honest peace at any time that
it I8 sincerely proposed-—a peace in which the
strong and the weak shall fare alike. But the
answer, when I proposed such a peace, came
from the German commanders in Russia, and 1
can not mistake the meaning of the answer.

“I accept the challenge. I know that you ac-
cept it. All the world shall know that you ac-
cept it. It shall appear in the utter sacrifice
and self-forgetfulness with which we shall give
all that we love and all that we have to redeem
the world and make it fit for free men like our-
selves to live in.

“This now is the meaning of all that we do.
Let everything that we say, my fellow country-

Everything that

men, everything that we henceforth plan and
accomplish, ring true.to this respoase till the
majesty and might of gur concerted power shall
fill the thought and ulterly defeat the force of
those who flout and misprize what we honor and
hold dear.

“Germany has once more sald that force, and
force alone, shall declde whether justice and
peace shall reign in the affairs of men, whether
right as America coneeives it or dominion as
she concelves it shall determine the destinies of
mankind.

“There Is, therefore, but one response pos-
sible from us: Force, force to the utmost, force
without st'nt or limit, the righteous and trium-
phant force which shall make right the law of
the world and cast every selfish dom'nion down
in the dust.”

SALOONLESS WITHIN TWO YEARS

[From the St. Louls Post-Dispatch, April 5.)

William J. Bryan, in an interview this morn-
ing at Hotel Jefferson, where he stopped a few
hours on his way from Indianapolis to Lebanon,
I1l., to address students of McKendree Collega
in the afternoon, predicted that the natfonal
prohibit‘on amendment will be ratified within
a_year and that the Unlted States will be with-
out saloons within two years.

He also gave it as his opinloh that if there Is
an extra session of the Missouri legisiature the
“drys’ are 'n no danger of jeopardizing the le-
gal'ty of the amendment If it js ratified at the
gpecial session, whether Governor Gardoer in-
clude its consideration In his eall or not,

Bryan said that he had a particularly tender
feel'ng for McKendree College, becavLse his
father was graduated there in 1849, and be-
cause it was the first college to confer on him
a doctor's degree,. He now has degrees [(rom
8ix colleges.

“T was able to be in Indianapolis yesterday,”
Bryan sa'd, “only becauge it was my only open
date for weeks, and 1 was glad to be there be-
causo 't was the first day of a ‘dry’ Indiana.

“We have made great progress since | was in
&t Louis a month ago. Delaware, South Da-
kota and Massachusetts have ratified the amend-
ment, and in the Nebraska legislature it has
passed the lower house and is in the genate.

“Frends of the amendment are encouraged
by the fact that we bhave securcd five wet states
and have only four more to secure. As 36
states are necessary to ratify and as we have 27
dry states, it only required nine wets in addi-
tion. Only six dry states have ;cted so far and
even this early we have secured five of the nine
wet states, so that rat'flcation 18 as certain as
any future event can be, In fact it looks now
as if we will have several states Lo spare.

“We can confidently cornt on completing the
ratification within a year, and that means abol-
ition of saloons within two years.”

He mentioned as the wet states, which had
ratified the amendment, Kentucky, Maryland,
Delaware, Massachusetls and Texas, and sald
that Texas ratified the amendment before voting
the state dry. !

After stating that he had invest'gated the
legality of ratification of the amendment at a
speclal sess'on of the legislature in a state which
has a constitution, such as Missouri’'s which
prohibits a special session from considering any
matter not recommended by the governor, Bry-
an said he was convinced there was no danger
of making the ratification illegal, and that even
if there was a question it could be remedied at
the next regular sesg.cn.

“A governor takes upon himself a grave re-
sponsibility, who deliberately refuses to men-
tion that in his call if a failure to meition it
would nullify the action,” continued Bryan.
“If, on the other hand, his co-operation is not
necesgsary, his refusal merely Indicates his un-
willingness to be a party to ratificat!'on. When
you remember that every day's deiay means
more than $3,000,000 to the liquor traffic, and
every month’'s delay mears more than $100,.-
000,000, you can understand why the liquor
traffic is for delay.

“And you can understand what a respons’s
bility a public officlal takes when he aids the
liquor traffic to that extent,

“We have a wel governor in Nebraska who
refused to put it in his call, but we expect to
ratify it in spite of him if we can. Our house
already has acted, with only seven negative voles
out of 100.”




