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[Abstract of address delivered by William
Jennings Bryan before the Anti-S8aloon League
convention, Washington, D. C.,, Dec. 11, 1917.]

Before taking up legislation relating to the
liquor question, allow me to say, by way of
preface, that every enemy of the saloon should
be a friend of woman suffrage and should do
all in his power to secure the franchise for wo-
man, for she is our greatest.ally in the fight
against alcohol. While some advocates of pro-
mibition have not supported woman's suffrage
and while some of the advocatcs of woman's
suffrage havé not supported prohibition, the
vote on the two subjects is almost identical. At
least seventy-five per cent of all the men who
vote for one will vote for the other, and the
per cent voting for both will in some places run
to eighty or pinety per cent. Therefore, it is not
out of place at an Anti-Saloon League meeting
to urge the importance of an extension of suf-
frage to women in every state and by an amend-
ment to the fedcral constitution. Woman's
suffrage hasgtens proh'bition, and prohibition
ought to make woman’s suffrage more certain.

Congress will have before it three proposi.
tions relating to the liquor traffic: :

(1)=—The broadrning of the law against ad-
vertising of Intoxicating liquors.

(2)—The suspension, during the war, of the
manufacture of beer. :

(3)=~The submission of a prohibition amend-
ment to the federal comstitution.

Let me spend a moment’s time on the first
and second propos'tions befor taking up prohi-
bition. It has recently been found that the law
passed at the last session is mot broad enough
to prohibit the advertisément of be:r and wine
when the advertisement is of a general charac-
ter without the mention of an_ particular brand
of l'quor, The law as ft has been constru d
leaves the door open for wholesale subsidizing
of the press, and advantage is already being
taken of this construction. The brewers have
entered upon an attempt to s'lence the press of
the United tates by advert’sing contracts which
will be made with all the papers unscrupulous
enough to aczept the b.ibe.

The Detroit T!mes of November 28th con-
tained a letter written.by Mr. James Schemer-
horn, editor and owner of the rLaper, decl'ning
to enter into the advertisingz contract proposed,
although three other pron.inent papers in De-
troit have accepted the contract and published
the first instalment which is a dcfense of the
use of beer, The offer of Bve tho:.sand lines of
advertising matter at the regular rate is a very
tempting offer, and the value of the advertising
to the brewers is mot in the conversionsg they
€xpect to make, but in the silencing of the press,
whch will have a pecuniary reason for not
SLeaking out against the Beer crusade. 1 ven-
ture to suggest that a congress, which has In
both hougses a majority in favor of national
Prohibition, can hardly do less than broaden the
law prohibiting the publication of advertising
matter so as t. include anything, no matter
What its character, that is paid for by liquor in-
terests and inte.ded to affect either the use of
;nl?xfcating liguors or legislation on the sub-
ect.

Sicond. The arguments in favor of the sus-
Peusion of the mandfacture of beer during the
War are conclusive.

The manufactuters of beer have been in the
habit of using about twice as much of our food-
hu“?’ a8 the distillers khave been using in the
Making of whigky. If we nced all the food grains
for the tanle, as we certainly shall dur'ng the
War, then if it is wise to prohibit the conversion
of foodstufrg into whisky and thus save one-
third, it g three t'mes as wise to prohibit the
Manufacture of beer also and save the thrae-
thirds. The order of the Pres‘dent reducing the
aleoholie content in beer to three per cent and
reducing by thirty per cent the amount of grein
wi'hir-h the breweries can use, is a step~in the
VBNt direction, but it does not preclude ac lon
t" “Ongress sugpending entirely th: manufac-
ure of heer, On the contrary, it furflshes rea-
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went as far ag he felt justified in going and was
deterred from going farther only by the fear
that the entire Suspension of the manufactur »
of beer would divert beer drinkers to the un nf
whisky, of which there ig a two-year mlpnlz." on
hand. But Congriss need not he deterred by
any such fear because congress can, in the sim»
law, prevent the consumption of whisky a.d
other strong drinks now on hand. '
Third. Sabmission of the proh'bition amend-
ment is by far the most important question he-
fore congress aff: cting the liquor traffic. If it
were necessary to make a trade, the advocates
of national proh'bhition might well exchan e
legislat'on on all other phases of the liguor

question for votrs necessary to submit national
prohibition.

The arguments in favor of prohibition may,
for convenience, be divided into three class 8,
viz., economlic reasons, moral reasons and pat-
riotic reasons.

Theeconomic reasons ghow conclusiv' 1y that
the use of aleohol e liquors, even in moderation,
lessen physical, mental and moral efficiency, im-
pair productive power, shorten the life ¢xpect-
ancy, and increase accidents and injuries, not
to speak of the acknowledged effect of alcohol
in producing cr'me, pauperism and insanity.

The moral rcasons are also conclus've. The
saloon is the center of vice and gin. It is a
menace to the morals of a community. Ovrr
the doorway of the saloon might well be wr.t-
ten, “Leave hope beh'nd who enter hers."”

The saloon can not exist w'thout votes, #nd
those who, by their votes, brirg it into exi-t-n o
or continue its 1 fe can not esgape moral r £p n-
sibllity for the harm 't does. The citizen f a
community who votes for the license of sa'o rs
in his town is the moral partner of the liqu r
dealer, and must share w'th the salvon ke pr
moral responsibility for all the ev’]l done by the
saloon which his vote helped to bring into «x-

oistence,

And the responsibility of the legislator ‘s no
less than the responsibility of the idividual
voter. We hav. reached the erisis in the fig t
aga‘nst the saloon. Twenty-nine state. have
banished drinking places by constitutiona! pr--
vision or by statute, and six states w'll vote up-
dh the question next year. Other states ] ke
Texas and Kentucky are trving to secure an cp-
portunity to vote. Now an opportunity is cf-
fered to make the nation saloonless This e n
be done by the adoption of an amrndment to
the federal constitution, The sent.'e has already
passed the mecessary resolution by a vote of
gixty-five to twenty-five—more than three to one.
The vote is soon to be taken in the house. If two-
thirds vote Yes, the question will be submitted
to the states, and three-fourths of the states. by
affirmative action, can make the amerdment a
part of our federal constitution. Ovre voe n
the- house may determine the question. The
man who voteg no and thus throws his influence
on the side f the continuation of the saloon
can not escape moral responsibilty If his vo'e
helps to defeat the submission of the amend-
ment.

But at this time the friends of the amendme~t
are able to add patriotic arguments to the e"on-
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Hut the most pathetie story comes from Acrosa

th ocean. An Americws boy who went to fight
under his country's flag In France has been
:mlnm‘-“'llfti and hung by the American m'l-
'tary authoritic. for assault upon, and murder
of, a seven year old Frenchy grl. The govern-
ment a. Wasn!ngto= has approved of his execu-
ton. The excuse the boy gave was that he was
under the influ:nee of liquor, What supreme
pathos in h's fate! He goes to do a patr'ot's
duty and eunds his )ife upon the gallows as a
penalty for a erime committed while he was
drunk! And, yet, the man who for moncy fur-
nshed him the 'quor that fired h's blood 'n al-
lov.ed to continue the infamous business of man-
ufacturing criminals! Is 't not tme to lay the
hand of the law upon the man h'gher up?

There are two arguments that ought to work
pow. rfully in favor of subm'ssion of the prohl-
bition amendment.

1. Nearly, 'f not all, the members of the
house who are themselves opposed to prohibi-
tion, were ‘n favor of the ref rendum when the
District of Columb'a bill was passed. And they
were in favor of it ‘n spite of the fact that there
I8 no mach nery in the distr'et for the taking
of a vote,—'n spite of the fact that other ques-
tions, no matier of what magn'‘tude, are not sube-
mitted to the voters of th distr et Surely thoss
who were anxious to give the people of the dis-
trict a chance to vote on the saloon quest'on
can not refuse to give to th states of the na'lon
an opportun’ty to vote upon the const tutional
amendment, Every amendment wh ch has been
adopted is a precedent. What excus ¢an a man
give for voting agiinst the submiss'on of the
prohibition amendment after havl g voted for a
referendum on saloons ‘n the d striet?

But above and b.yond all other arguments of
a patriot ¢ character ls the argument Lthat the
gubmisgion of this amendment will help us to
win the war,—not only by increasing 'he efll
¢'ency of hoth citizens and soldiers, but because
it wi]'l diclare to the world our faith in the dems-
ocracy wh'ch we are trying to extend by the war,

Th;f essence of democracy is the right of the
people to rule, a right upon wh'ch the Pres -
d nt has placed emphas’'s ‘n his v'nfln"“,t po . -ll
to the German people, IT WILL H'i'lil".\rﬂ I‘!il'.?l
US IN OUR FIGHT FOR DEMOCRACY FLSkE-
WHERE TO RECOGNIZE THE CLAIMS OF
DEMOCRACY HERE. More than a milllon men
in uniform tand ready to glve thelr lives for
the promotion of democracy in Germany and
Austria, and he people in the Un'tcd Statos have
already subser'bed more than five billion do'lars
to support the government in its fight for dem-
ocracy. In the light of what we are doing
abroad, how can any member of congr:as oppose
a resolnt'on so thoroughly in harmony w'th the
democrat’c spiri. ¢f our country and [ the ngcfe
as the resolutior which subm’ts to the I?HlPl 0
the Union the question of making the salpon an

the land?
OUIT::mi:lraf'Y m'ans the r'ght of the peop'e to
rule and that rule is generelly the rule »f a m‘:
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.+ & hundred Nebraska farmers petitioned
‘ y commission the other day ask-
| id in secur! warsg with which to carry
s its aid in securing ca : 0 ¢
{Etjr fjr:u 000 bushels of wheat Lo m.;rluh__ :‘hr{
ave held this wheat for weeks, bu_t the -
ne :t r:IJr cars were denied by the ral:mad. T-}ls
b 5r1-¥ti|-g in view of the fact that :t was only
b fl!llf:* w; k..h' ago that big business was :1crulingr
W { ; : \
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