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Billion Bushels of Wheat Recom-
mended for 1918
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The production of over 1,000,000,
000 bushels of wheat and over

83,000,000 bushels of rye, through
the planting of over 47,337,000 acres
to winter wheat and of 5,131,000

acres to rye this fall, is the imme-

diate war agricultural program for
the nation announced by David F.
Houston, secretary of agriculture.
This record winter-wheat acreage, an
increase of 18 per cent over last

els if the average yield for the past

10 years is equaled, or under a repe-!
teulture, and other state and local

titlon of the favorabl: conditions of
1914 would give 880,000,000 bush-
els. In either case, with a spring-
wheat crop next year equal to that of
1915, the nation will’ have more than
one billion bushels of wheat for do-
mestic use and export.

This vastly increased production of
wheat, needed in any case, will be
absolutely essential to prevent a se-
rious shortage of breadstuffs next
summer should the growing corn,
now behind season, be much damaged
by early frosts.

The program approved by the sec-
retary of agriculture represents the
best thought of the United States de-
partment of agriculture and of state
agricultural officials and state coun-
cils of defense.

The study of this question has in-
volved many factors, and the special-
ists have been aware from the first
that the demands for wheat may ex-
- ceed the supply next year, Effort,
therefore, has been made to recom-
mend in each state about as large an
acreage in wheat and rye as can be
sown without upsetting proper farm
practice, which must be maintained
in the interest of wheat and rye crops
this and succeeding years, as well as
in the interest of other necessary
spring-planted crops, which are not
discussed in detail at this time, as
they are not food crops in which a
marked shortage exists.

The estimates, the department
states, are made with the knowledge
that there is some shortage of the
fertilizer supply, but with the assump-
tion that there will be no general
shortage in the supply of seed or
farm machinery which is necessary
in the production of the wheat crop.
It Is assumed also that ample trans-
portation facilities will be provided
and a fair price of wheat will be es-

any one or more fail to be adjusted
in good time, no person can tell how
serious will be the effect on the total
crop.

The planting and cultivation of
these increased acreages of fall-sown
grains call for unusual efforts on the

part of the farmers. Plans to place

:at the disy ~sal of farmers all assist-
year, would yleld 672,000,000 bush- |
'the United States department of ag-

ance possible are being perfected in
riculture, the state colleges of agri-

agencies which co-operate in farming
matters. The assistance of success-
ful growers of wheat and rye in a
campalign to turn out bumper crops

‘in 1918 is assured.

The state officials will do their ut-
most to get the acreages expected of
thelr states into the ground. The
program as originally worked out by
the federal department of agriculture
called for somewhat more than 44,
000,000 acres to be sown to winter
wheat this fall. When this proposal
was presented to the officials of tne
several states a further increase was
congidered possible and desirable by
them. As a consequence the recom-
mendation for the sowing of 47,337,-
000 acres is made.

Following is a summary of the de-
partment’s recommendations regard-
ing v{inter wheat and rye.

Wheat

The planting of approximately 47,-
337,000 acres to winter wheat, on
the basis of the average yield for the
past ten years, indicates a total pro-
duction of 672 million bushels, which
exceeds all  revious winter-wheat
crops harvested in the United States
with the exception of the crops of
1914 and 1915, when the acreages
harvested and yields per acre were
both above normal.

If the extremely favorable condi-
tions under which the winter-wheat
‘crop of 1914 was grown are again
experienced, the yleld of winter-
wheat next year will be 880,000,000
bushels, or by far the largest winter-
wheat crop ever produced and even
larger than the total of both winter
and spring wheat crops for all past
years except two.

It is too early to determine the
area which should be sown to wheat

next spring, but if this is equal to

ECZEMA
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Pruritus, Milk Crust, Water -
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Sead this netice to some poor sufferer from eczema. It will be a kind act by you.
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that sown in the spring of 1917, or
19,000,000 acres, and the yield is up
to the average of the last 10 years, a
crop of 261,000,000 bushels of spring
wheat will be harvested, and if the
yield per acre should equal that ob-
tained in 1915 the crop will be 350,-
000,000 bushels, the same as the
greatest spring-wheat crop ever pro-
duced. Thus, with no increase in the
spring-wheat acreage, but with the
18 per cent increase over the 1916
winter-wheat sowings planned for
this fall, the total wheat crop next
year will be more than one billion
bushels, if the crop meets with slight-
ly better than 10-year average condi-
tions. With extremely favorable
conditions, such wvs were experienced
by the winter-wheat crop in 1914
and the spring-wheat crop in 1915,
the total yield would amount to one
and .one-quarter billion bushels, A
10 per cent increase in spring-wheat
acreage, with favorable growing con-
ditions, would add another 30,000,-
000 bushels. The figures quoted
above are based upon a winterkilling
of 9 per cent and yields per acre of
15.6 bushels for winter wheat and
13.2 bushels for spring wheat, the ay-
erages for the last 10 years, and a
yield per acre in 1914 of 19 bushels
of winter wheat, and 18.4 bushels of
spring wheat in 1916.

Principal Increases in Wheat Producs
tion

The principal increases in acreage
of winter wheat are recommended in
the areas where the acreage devoted
to that cereal is already large and
farmers ai> accustomed to growing
wheat and are equipped with ma-
chinery for producing the crop. A

material increasc also is recommend-

ed in most of the areas where the
production of oats and corn is heavy,
since much wheat can be sowL to ad-
vantage on oat stubble and in the
standing corn or on ground from
which the corn crop has been 1 -
moved for the silo or cut for fodder.
In some districts the increase in the
acreage could be made larger, but
this has seemed inadvisable for frar
of disorganizing crop rotations, with
injury to crops in succeeding years.
The detailed recommendations re-
sulting from the joint consideration
given to the subject by the federal
department of agriculture and Dy
state officials are shown in the ac-
companying table.

Basis of Increased Acreage

Since the acreages sown lasi fall
are fresh in the memory of farmers,
the sowings suggested for this year
are compared with those for 1916.
For Kansas, where more than one
fifth of the winter wheat of the coul-
try was-sown in 1916 and a campalgn
for an increase already is under way,
an increase of more than a million
acres, or pne-seventh of the tm_.-i! in-
crease, i8 recommended, Ohio 8
asked for one and one-tenth "”!I-l.mf
acres over last year's sowings. ThIS
is considered possible and d-:\s_u-n!:Ic
by the agricultural leaders of ¢
gtate. Because of available land _1‘11
the state, Oklahoma is asked to I
crease the acreage one-fun:mfl}.
amounting to more than sa_uguu]
acres. Indiana and Illinois are
each asked to increase their um;—r
age by somewhalt more than a lmt
million acres, thereby equaling Whi
they have sown in the recent ;ml:sl-
Oregon, because of the abnormally




