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Democratic Revenue Legislation

(By Hon. F. M. Simmons of North
Carolina, Chalirman, Senate Com-
mitteo on Finance.)

The necessity for additional rev-
enue legislation was due to the ex-
traordinary expenses of the Mexican
gituation and the broad programme
of preparedness upon which we have
decided to enter.

The republican party in the coun-
try at large is making strenuous, al-
most frenzied efforts to make the
people belieyve that the increase in
the appropriations of the past session
of congress were made necessary by
and are the result of reckless extrav-
agance and wastefulness on the part
of the democratic party and the con-
grogs, \

There 18 no foundation for this
charge, Even a superficial analysis
will show that it can not honestly be
made. Maaifestly it is an effort of
the opposition in & presidential cam-
palgn to capitalize the financial de-
mands growing out of an extraordin-
ary situation for political purposes.

This charge of extravagance in-
volved two questions:

Firet: Whether this increased ap-
propriation on account of prepared-
ness and the Mexican situation, car-
ryving $392,9001,000 was an extrava-
gant appropration for the purposes
for whi n it was made, and that
necesseyily involves the question of
whether the purpose itself was an
unworthy one,

Second: Whether the appropria-
tions for the fiscal years 1917 for
purely normal purposes is wasteful
and extravagant.

Let us first consider these charges
a8 they relate to preparedness ap-
propriations. What wag and is the
attitude of the republican party with
respect to these appropriations?
What was and is the attitude of that
party in the country as represented
by its most distingulshed leaders,
among them the present republican
candidate for the presidency and ex-
President Roosevelt? What is the
attitude of that party upon this ques.
tion in the present national cam-
paign? Does the republican party
purpose to put itself in the attitude
of opposition to the necessary appro-
priation and cxpenditure for pre-
parednes sand for defense on the
border and in Mexico? 'a‘p_oes that
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party wish the country to understand
that it has taken the back track upon
the question of preparedness; that it
has taken the back track upon the
question of sending the punitive ex-
pedition Into Mexico; that it has
taken the back track upon the ques-
tion of mobilization of our forces to
meet the situation which was created
in Mexlco and in the United States
as the result of the Columbus and
other raids and as a result of our
punitive expedition in Mexlco?

Did the republican party, when
the army bill, carrying $116,600,000
in addition to the usual appropria-
tion, assail these additional appro-
priations as extravagant and un-
necessary? On the contrary, did not
the leaders of the party then insist
upon a larger programme involving
a much larger expenditure, and was
not the inadegquacy of the programime
and of these appropriations, the
gravamen of their complaint and
criticism of this measure?

What was the attitude of the re-
publican party with respect to the
great increases made in the naval
bill in the senate? It is a matter of
common knowledge that upon both
these measures leaders insisted upon
larger appropriations for these pur-
poses than was made instead of
lesser ones. How many republicans
voted against these bills? The rec-
ord shows that there was no division
on the final passage of the army bill,
which means that the vote was unan-
imous in favor of the bill, Upon the
naval bill there were 71 yeas and 8
nays.

We are entitled to specifications,
we have had only general charges
and vague hints. Neither the re-
publican leaders nor their candidate
for the presidency have done more
than to make broad and general
gtatements based on the fact that the
appropriations for the year 1917, in-
cluding all this preparedness pro-
gramme, is in excess of that of
former years; and, instead of speci-
fications, they are throwing out
vague hints of pork barrel legisla-
tion and like innuendoes,

In connection with this republican
charge of extravagance, invented and
promulgated for purely political pur-
poses, a great deal has been said
about the republican surpluses and
democratic deficits.

I have taken the trouble to look
somewhat into this matter of sur-
plus and deficits, and I find a very
remarkable situation with respect
to surplus and deficits depending up.
on the total anmual receipts of the
government, by referring to page
236, report of th secretary of the
treasury, 1915.

1 find, beginning with Mr. Cleve-
land’'s first administration, that dur-
ing his four years there were two
surpluses and two deficits,

I find that there were deficits dur-
ing each year of the four years under
Mr. Harrison's administration.

I find that during Mr. Cleveland’s
second term there were two deficits
and two surpluses.

I find that under Mr. McKinley's
administration there was one deficit
and three surpluses.

I find that under Mr. Roosevelt's
first administration there were two
deficits and two surpluses.

I find that under Mr. Roosevelt's
second term there were two deficits
and two surpluses.

I find that under Mr. Taft's admin-
istration there was one deficit and
three surpluses.

I find that Mr. Wilson had two
surpluses and one deficit.

I further find that during the last

ten years of the republican adminis-

tration the total defi exceed the
total surpluses by aboul $68,000,000,

It has been a faverite republican
suggestion, repeated in the report of
the minority of the commit-
tee on the revenue b en assail-
ing the emergency bills and other
revenue legislation of the adminis-
tration, to contend that if we had the
Payne-Aldrich tariff it would not be
necessary to resort to such legisla-
tion as is now proposed in order to
raise the money to meet the expenses
of the government, including pre-
paredness and that it would not be
necessary to increase taxes upon in-
comes, and to levy astax upon inher-
itances, munitions, and so forth, as
proposed in the revenue bill.

The absurdity of this contertion
is shown by the fact that under the
Payne-Aldrich tariff, including the
corporation tax it carried and ordin-
ary receipts from  internal revenue
and other sources, the largest
amount of revenue collected in any
fiscal year during the life of that
act, including postal receipts, was
only $724,111,000 for the fiscal year
1913, which amount was $10,000,000
less than similar receipts, exclusive
of postal receipts, during the first
year of the operation of the present
tariff act and before the emergency
taxes were levied.

The average ordinary receipts of
the government, exclugsive of postal
receipts, during the four Jyears, taks
ing them all, of the ;Payne-Aldrich
bill were only $698,196,446,

Under the Payne-Aldrich bill
more than half of our dutiable im-
ports came from Europe. There was
then no embargo upon these import-
ations other than that imposed by
the high rates of that bill. As re-
sult of the war conditions, practical-
ly shutting out the imports from the
great manufacturing nations ' of
Germany, Belgium and Austria, our
imports from Europe are today only
five-eights of normal, while our im-
ports of the highly dutiable goods
have fallen off in still larger pro-
portion.

It is apparent that if in these con-
ditions we had the Payne-Aldrich
law, even if the normal expenditures
of the government were much less
than they are, it would be necessary
in order to raise the nearly $400,-
000,000 for preparedness and the
Mexican situation to levy greater ad.
ditional taxes than are now neces-
sary to be raised. "4

GREAT AUDIENCE “I"APPLAUDS
BRYAN DRY STATE PLEA

[Des Moines Register.]

William J, Bryan's appearance in
Des Moines yesterday as -the first
speaker of national prominence to be
sent here by either th¥ democratic or
republican parties not only presented
to those who heard him a sound ar-
gument for the election of E. 7T.
Meredith as governor of Iowa and a
powerful review of the works of the
democratic administration as an ar-
gument for continuing it in power by
re-electing Woodrow Wilson, but at-
tested the fact that twenty vears of
campaigning have not shaken the
popularity of Bryan himself with a
western audience.

For nearly two hours yesterday
afternoon he spoke for the Ilowa
state and national democratic ticket
to a crowd which completely filled
the lower floor of the auditorium
and overflowed to the balcony, with
many standing at the back of the
hall and around the walls. And the
crowd remained to hear him finish
his address. He was frequently in-
terrupted with an applause that car-
ried with it an expression of sincere
agreement with his arguments, and
when at one time he asked after the
applause whether or not he had made

himself clear there was o ..

demonstration that
several minutes,
th:l shall not dwell |
personal merits of our ¢y
for”governor,”* Mr. Brya, t::::itfltda;g
opening his discussion of [oyy m,n
politics. “Let me rather congry,.
late my party on having mal.«m.]dw
man of such high character an:
ability that he can lenq strength ¢
the pﬂrt". I am inl('l‘v.k‘[_s-[] in hil:
success because I am interesieq i
the cause of prohibition. '

“The argument that prohibition
does not prohibit is resoried to a8
a last stand by those who have y,
other argument. Interviews (ke
that with the mayor of Ilu‘.'onprm
published in Des Moines and 1‘hh-;.§0
papers yesterday are always gep
broadecast throughout the country
where prohibition is advancing in
order to stop its movement.

“If that is to be the argument
against the amendment whep o
comes up for a vote in Iowa you ean
not afford to let the former salooy
keepers, the distillers and the brew-
eries plck out your governor for the
next two or four years.

“The fact that these interests are
against Mr. Meredith is the highest
indorsement which he could possibly
have, for while you may question
the moral or clvic or any other pur-
poses of the liquor interests you can
'not question their judgment in pick-
ing out their friends."”
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