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Liquor Arguments Refuted

[(From Nebraska State
June 24.)

The opening gun in the summer
and fall campaign for a dry Nebras-
ka was fired yesterday afternoon by
Chairman W. T. Thompson of the
state dry federation. In an open let-
ter to J. B. Haynes of the Nebraska
Prosperity league Mr. Thompson
took up Mr. Haynes' arguments one
by one and sought to show wherein
prohibition would prove a benefit.
Mr. Thompson quoted a number of
public officials of dry states and
cities to prove that prohibition could
e and would be enforced. He sald:

Lincoln, Neb., June 20, 19)6.—
James B. Haynes. Omaha, Neb. Dear
Sir: I am in receipt of your docu-
ment entitled “Twenty-eight Years of
High License, Local Option in Ne-
braska vs. Thirty-five Years of Pro-
hibition in Kansas,” purporting to be
published by the Nebraska Prosper-
ity league and bearing your name as
one of its campalgn functionaries.

The title to the document chal-
lenges attention. Why it Is styled
"“Twenty-eight years of high license,
local option In Nebraska' against
‘Thirty-five years of prohibition in
Kansas' 18 not clear, since Nebraska,
a8 you must know, has been under
high license and local option since
1881, a perfod of thirty-five years in-
stead of twenty-eight, I shall assume
that the error in the _title is the re-
sult of aceident or misinformation
and not of design. T understand this
document has been maliled generally
to the bankers, lawyers and business
men of the state. In it you submit
the question: “Does law-made prohi-
bition produce better social and econ-
omic conditions than local option -
cense law?"

Boclal and economic conditions are
inyvolved in this gquestion and they
will be considered in the order
stated.

Some Expert Testimony

As evidence that prohibition does
better social conditions you are re-
ferred to the statement of the com-
missioner of safety of Denver. Colo.,
who was sheriff of Denver for {welve
years, but did not vote for prohibi-
tion, and who, speaking after two
and one-half months' experience un-
der prohibition, said:

“Since this town has been dry, to

- begin with. we haven’t had a man
‘rol'ed’ in the city. By that I mean
there hasn't been a man gotten
drunk and had his money fleeced
from him by those who got him
drunk,. We have about three-fifths
as many arrest, as we formerly had.
Our police court records for drunks
and disturbance have fallen off au
per cent. We have had seventy-five
cases of bootlegging to date, nine-
teen of whom pleaded gnilty and are
doing time. T must say that the gen-
eral moral effect has been pretty
good. The habitual loafer has dis-
appeared. The crowds that used to
hang around the lower end of the
city in free lunch enunters have gone.
Where, I haven't the slightest idea.
Like last summer's flles, they have
disappeared. Again, the wine rooms
are no more and the “after the the-
ater” dinners are over. The amount
of liquor shipped Into Colorado does
not surprise me, So far there has
beean no erime from that, We haven’t
had a ocsse of arder gince the first
of the year. Our sulcides are falling
off to & great extent. Let me tell you
another thing, the can rusher, the old
gonk who came homa with a auarter
in his pocket and sent his eight-year-
old, ragged, barefooted girl to the
saloon for a can of beer and then

Journal,

| tossed ber a crust of bread while he

swiggled the beer and snarled at her

B - through his drun) .nness, is no long-

er a resident of Denver. You can't

. get & photograph of one of these fel-
_Jows in the city. One year ago our

jall was filled with what we call
‘vags’—its population was from 200
to 260. This year we have had from
100 to 185 jail population and 80 per
cent of our vags are no more."”

I also refer to the statement of
Major C. B. Blethen, eidtor of the
Seattle Times, who said:

“My paper fought its damnedest
against prohibition.”

After one month’s experience un-
der "law-made prohibition” in an in-
terview at Kansas City in February
of this year, this same editor said:

“Seattle had 260 saloons and we
had an average of 2,600 arrests a
month for crime and misdemeanors
growing out of liquor drinking. In
January we had only 400 arrests and
sixty of these were made January 1,
and were the result of hangovers
from the old year.”

From the Mayor of Portland

If you desire further evidence that
“law made prohibition” s produc-
tive of better social conditions, per-
mit me to refer you to the published
letter of H. R. Albee, mayor of the
eity of Portland, who said:

“The former inebriates have ceased
to drink, are saving their earnings
and are now able to wear new clothes
and to appear in public like men. As
to moral conditions, they are much
improved also. Underworld char-
acters, both men and women. have
been leaving Portland for other fields
more to thelr liking; thus ridding
the city of their presence and the re-
sults of their illegal workings. There
is no denying or gainsaying the good
that is to result to this community
from prohibition.”

As further evidence of the im-
proved social conditions under what
you #ee fit to term “law-made pro-
hibition,” I refer you to the pub-
lished letter of James R. Hanna,
mayor of the city of Des Moines, Ia.,
dated February 19, 1916. In stating
ita effects for eleven months in that
city he sald:

“The number of arrests for the
following five misdemeanors, name-
ly: Intoxication, assault and battery,
disturbing the public quiet, vagrancy
and petit larceny, have been cut al-
mos; exactly in two, ranging from 40
to 50 per cent. Our Insane committ-
ments are less; our expense at the
Inebriate hospital has bheen reduced
about 40 per cent, and the Instances
of intoxication, cited as cause for
divorce have greatly decreased.”

For further evidence of the soclal
effect of “law-made prohibition’ I
refer you to a statement by Governor
Capper of Kansas, made at Topeka,
March 21, 1916, wherein he said:

“I belleve it will not be amiss to
designate here some of the concrete
results which have been obtained un-
der prohibition in Kansas, some of
the things which have had to do with
winning over the opposition:

“Kansag is the state which sends
more boys and girls to university,
collega and public school, in propor-
tion to population (census. 1910)
than any other state in the union.

“The state in which banks and not
saloons cash the working man's pay
check,

“The state In which thirty-two
counties have ahandoned their county
farms, and elghty-eight counties did
not have an insane patient on their
county farms last year.

““The state in which forty counties,
ount of a tot=1 of 105, did not send a
prisoner to the state penitentiary last
year." )

From Governor Qarlson

I also refer you to a statement of
Governor Carlson of Colorado made
and published February 7, 1918,
wherein he said:

“The moral tone of the state has
improved. In Denver, January, 1916,
there were 212 arrests for drunken-

ness, 99 for disturbance and 421 for
vagrancy. January, 1916, 63 arrests
for drunkenness, 40 for disturbance
and 115 for vagrancy, Number of
arrests for all causes in Denver, Jan-
uary, 1915, 1,212; for all causes
January, 1916, 5626, Number of in-
mates city jail, Pueblo, February 1,
1916, 87; February 1, 1916, 6.”

I refer you also to the well au-
thenticated fact that arrests for all
offenses, including drunkenness, fell
off in ten cities in Arizona, for the
year 1916 as the following table
shows:

Bisbee .
DOREME o 50 v wesis
Prescott , ..
Florence .
Flagstafl .
Williams . ....
Tombstone .
Tuacson . sosba 0B
Phoenix , ........2,600
BIOD® « ioivesraves 812

TOWY 2 .73

Decrease . .....2,403

For further evidence of the bene-
ficlal effects of “law-made proh'bi-
tion” please ponder over the follow-
ing excerpt from a letter written by
H. C. Gill, mayor of Seattle, and pub-
lished June 16, of this year, who
said he was ashamed to admit that
he had voted wet:

“Formerly, so long as the city li-
censed saloons and put a premium
on drunkenness itself, drunks were
not prosecuted unless coupled with
some offense such as fighting. At
present we prosecute all cases of in-
foxication, and all are booked, Form-
erly, those who were picked up on
the street too intoxicated to be sent
home were simply held in the jai!
until they sobered up, but never ap-
peared on the police records at all.

“In my opinion, there has not been
1 per cent of drunkenness on the
streets which existed prior to Jan-
uary Ist. It should not be forgotten
that formerly the more than 300 sa-
loons in this city in a measure looked
after their own drunks, and in the
lower classes of saloons, particularly,
let them sleep it off in the saloon.
As it is now, every drunk must ap-
pear on the streets, and is immedi-
ately picked up, and notwithstand-
ing that fact the number {s vastly
less than it ever was before in the
state’s history.”

It competent testimony, touching
actual experience under “law-made
prohibition” ecounts for anything, 1
submit that here is evidence sufficient
to persuade any reasonable mind
that “law-made prohibition” does
produce better social conditions than
local option license laws.

. Better Economic Conditions

As to the second part of your ques-
tion, “Does law-made prohibition
produce better economic conditions
than local option, license laws?" |
maintain that the testimony of wit-
nesses qualified to speak from the
actual test of experieace shows that
“law-made prohibition does prodnce
better econo..ie conditions than loeal
option, license laws. In proof of th's
position you are referred to the
statement by the editor of the Seattle
Times in which he said:

“In the first three wbeks of Jau-
uary the savings deposits in the bank
of Seattle increased 15 per cent.
There was not a grocery store in Se-
attle that did not show an inerease
of business in January greater than
ever known in any month before in
all the history 6f the city, ex-
cept In  holiday time. In all
the large grocery stores the increase
was immense. In addition to this
every dry goods store in Seattle, ex-
cept one, and that one I have nr; fig-
wres from, had a wonderful Inerease
in business. Each storg reported the
largest business ever done in one
month, except in hollday times

You are also referred to a state-
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Oregonian early in ¥Fe
the paper stated as follows: . o oI

that the working man’s money spent
for liquor is going into other chan.
nels of frade, r:i;’alscln; the Industrig)
forces apparently left idle by the ad-
vent of prohibition.”

“C. C. Colt, president of the Port-
land chamber of commerce, declared
business conditions have Improveq
if anything, since the advep
of  prohibition, and he g
positive that the passing of
saloons has thrown more money
into legitimate business, as he clagses
clothing, dry goods and groceries,
with better collections and better
trading conditions, despite the pag
weather and snow.”

Jmcrea  in Bank Deposits

Relative to enconomic conditions
under prohibition, you are again re-
ferred to the published statement of
Governor Carlson made February 1,
wherein he said:

“Two thousand and fifty new sav-
ings accounts weru opened with Den.
ver savings banks during January,
1916. F.r January, 1916, reports of
eight Denver banks show $575,000
increas: over January, 1915. Den-
ver bank clearings for January, 1915,
$8,000,000 more than January, 1915,
Pueblo bank deposits for January,
1916, $270,000 meore than January,
1916. Pueblo postal savings depos-
its January, 1915, $7,000; January,
1916, $23,000. Collections of Den-
ver's largest department store were
25 per cent more for January, 1916,
than January, 1915, Similar reports
are coming in from many other lines
of business. Merchants report that
hundreds of accounts considered ‘no
good’ are being paid up.”

You are again referred to the pub-
lished letter of the mayor of Des
Moines, written April 8, 1916, as to
improved economie conditions under
“law-made prohibition,” wherein he
BAYyS: ot

“I have partially completed a
survey of the weity, covering grocers
and druggists, and with but few ex-
ceptions the etors say that their
business is impreoved and that col-
lections are much bétter than form-
erly. Old accounts,. they declare,
are also being liquidated and the
general tone of conditions is along
the line of betterment with them
since the liquor business was put un-
der the ban January 1. This seems
to be equally true with other lines of
business. New buildings are replac-
ing the old shacks in which saloons
were formerly conducted, and in fact
all of the old stock arguments which
were so persistently put forward by
the liquor interests for years havo
been proved mere theories that fall
to pleces when put under the search-
light of fact.” .

Such testimony would appear (0
the ordinary person reasonably suffi-
cient to show that statewide prohi-
bition does improve economic condi-
tions.

RBlind Pigs and Bootleggers

In this document you also subm'
the further question: “Shall th- "“}f;
of liquor be lesnsed and regulaf®
bv law, or shall the state be aurrf:ni
dered to the bootlegger, the blind
pig, the alleged ‘sncial club and oth
methods of clandestine sale? Th’:
is a double gquestion and assuril‘w
that under the lcense system ”'4.1
legal sales of lquor are made A"
that there are few or no bootll*zg*:;l;
blind pigs, alleged social clubﬂp..
other methods of clandestine 3""““-
but that under prohibition clan’~s-
tine sales are, or would be, univer
sal. Known facts and eifc"m'mm?n
refute any such assumption. As 5
the number of persons selling 110"
government licenses are a safo "0
fair index. For instance, Dnug

ment published by the Poytland Dafly

county during the last municipal year




