MARCH, 1916

The Commoner

31

night for more than ten days to en-
roll and enlist them. It would re-
quire a week to move them to the
camps, provided all the suitable
gailroad equipment of the country
were given over to this work alone.

One thousand men would have to

work day and night for ten days to
erect the tents for them, and when
completed this camp would amount
to a city of more than 125,000 tents,
covering an area of more than 8,000
acres, an area equal to the size of
8t. Joseph.

Congress Tables Both Warning
Resolutions

The United States senate on March|where the passions of war are rag-|

8, by a vote of 68 to 14, laid on the
table the resolution of Senator Gore
. of Oklahoma warning American
. travelers against taking passage on
armed belligerent vessels.
i The house of representatives on
March 7 voted to lay upon the table
the McLemore resolution warning
Americans not to travel on armed
ships of belligerent nations. On the
motion to lay the resolution on the
" table the vote was 276 to 143,
" Text of the hlc;_laemora Resolution
A Washington dispatch, dated
March 7, says: The text of the re-
jected McLemore resolution, follow-
ing a lengthy preamble, is as fol-

- lows:

“Resolved, Thtat the house of rep-
resentatives of the Sixty-fourth con-
gress of the United States do, and it

- _hereby solemnly does request the
President to warn all American cit-
fzens, within the borders of the

. Unpited States or its possessions or

. - elsewhere to refrain from traveling

% on any and all ships of any and all

% of the powers now or in future at

" war, which ship of ships shall mount
. guns, whether such ship be frankly

avowed a part of the naval forces of
the power whose flag it flies or shall

be called a -merchant ship or other-
- wise and whether such gun or guns

_or other armament be called ‘offen-
sive' or ‘defensive,” and in case
" American citizens do travel on such
" armed belligerent ships that they do
g0 at their own risk;

“That whenever the President of
the United States or the secretary of
state shall come into possession of
the actual memorandum of the Ger-
man government, containing photo-
graphic facsimilies of alleged secret
instructions issued by the British
government, which alleged secret in-
structions direct that so-called ‘de-
fensive armament for merchant ships’
ghall be used offensively and that so-
called ‘defensive armament for
merchant ships’ shall be manned
and directed by naval officers and
men of the navy of Great Britain
and that such so-called ‘defensive
armament for merchant ships’ and
such naval officers and men shall be
as far as possible concealed and dis-
guised when in neutral waters and
ports, with the evident intention to
decelve, the President of the United
States or the secretary of state shall
at the earliest possible moment
transmit such actual memorandum of
the German government, with such
facsimilies of alleged gecret instrue-
tions of the British government, and
with all appendices whatsoever, to
the speaker of the house, that it and
they shall be laid before the house
far its full information and for its
assistance in performing its duty and
function of guarding the welfare of
the country and its citizens, and for
ite assistance in performing its con-
stitutional duty of advising the
President of the United States with
reeard to foreign relations;

“That the house expresses the de-
termination of the people and gov-
ernment of the United States both to
unhold all American rights and to
exercise care, consideration and wis-
dom in avoiding actions which tend
to bring American citizens and Amer-
fean interests into the zone of conflict

lns.!'
Text of the Goye Resolutions
Senator Gore’s original resolution
reads as follows:

“Whereas, A number of leading
powers of the world are now engaged
in a war of unexampled proportions;
and

Whereas, The United States is hap.
pily at peace with all of the belliger-
ent nations; and

Whereas, It is equally the desire
and the interest of the American
people to remain at peace with all
nations; and

‘“Whereas, The President has re-
cently afforded fresh and signal
proofs of the superiority of diplo-
maey to butchery as a method of set-
tling international disputes; and

“Whereas, The right of Amcrican
citizens to travel on unarmed bellig-
erent vessels has recently received
renewed guarantees of respect and
inviolability; and

“Whereas, The right of American
citizens to travel on armed belliger-
ent vessels rather than upon unarmed
vessels is essential neither to their
life, liberty or safety, nor to the in-
dependence, dignity or security of the
United States; and

“ywnereas, CONgress alone nas veen
vested with the power to declare
war, which involves the obligations
to prevent war by all proper means
consistent with the honor and vital
interest of the nation, therefore be it

“Resolved by the senate, the house
of representatives concurring, That
it is the sense of the congress, vested
as it is with the sole power to declare
war, that all persons owing allegl-
ance to the United States should, in
behalf of their own safety and the
vital interest of the United States,
forbear to exercise the right to travel
a8 passengers upon any armed vessel
of any belligerent power, whether
guch vessel be armed, for offensive
or defensive purpose; and it is tne
further sense of the congress that no
passport ghould be issned or renewed
by the secretary of state, or by any
one acting under him, to be used by
any person owing allegiance to the
United States, for purpose of travel
upon any such armed vessel of a bel-
ligerent power.”

The addition by Senator Gore to
his original resolution, which was
tabled with the warning resolution,
was as follows:

“Resgolved by the senate, the house
of representatives concurring, That
the sinking by a German submarine
without notice or warning of an
armed merchant vessel of a public
enemy, resulting Im the death of a
citizen of the United States, would
constitnte a just and sufficient cause
of war between the United States and
the German empire.”

OUTLAW CHILD LABOR IN
TERSTATE TRADE

A Wasghington dispatch, dated Feb.
18, savs: Advocates of child labor
legislation had a hearing today be-
fore the senate committee consider-
ing the Keating-Owen bill, which
would bar child labor products from
interstate commerce.

W. H. Swift, of Greensboro, N. C,,

IN-

an agent of the Child Labor Com-

|
mittee of North Carolina, described view of this situation, American cit-
what he termed a “Mill Secretary,” zens, 1t Is stated by high authority,

as a development of child labor.

He  now may be warned that they will

sald a “mill secretary’” was in most take passage aboard armed merchant
cases & father with several chlldrenlshlm at their own risk and be en-
old enough to work in the mills who | titled to no more protection from the
idled away his time about town and United States than if they had em-
collected from the mills the wages barked upon a belligerent warship.

earned by his sons and daughters.
The term and the specles, he saild,

|

Offclals today seemed not to be able
to concelve that any issue could arise

had become a familiar one in many in the future from submarine war-

cotton mill towns.

“They are losing caste within the |

last year or so, however,"” he

fare conducted under these rules.”
When the Lusitania was sunk by

de- a German submarine, It was after due

clared, “and could be made to disap- warnings had been given that the at-

pear altogether with somo
tlons and
vagrancy lawa."

altera- [ tack was to be
the enforcement of the these warnings, and of the further

made. In spite of

fact that several other ships were

Swift told of having visited lately available for passage across the At-
gixteen mills in which 5,000 persons | lantic for the American passengers,

were employed.

and thirteen, fifty-three were
ren of disabled parents and seven or-
phans.

Swift also told of & series of ques-
tions submitted to physicians in his
state. To the Inquiry that: "“Is It
probable that factory labor is inju-
rious to children wunder fourteen
years o0ld?"” 290 answered in the af-
firmative and sixteen in the negative,
he declared.

Two hundred and sixty-four de-
clared that such labor would be
more injurious to girls than to boys,
while forty-five thought it would not
be. There was additional wide ex-
pressions from doctors, he sald, In
favor of laws for the regulation of
hours and employment of children.

Other representatives ef organiza-
tions in favor of permitting child la-
bor also addressed tho committee,

BRYAN VINDICATED?

[From The Kansas City Journal,
February 13, 1916.]

There would be an odd, not to say
amusing, turn to affairs if, after all,
the solution to the difficulties arising
from Germany's warfare upon pas-
senger-carrying ships should Dbe

found in Mr. Bryan's old scheme or,apm-.ara that the administration

warning Americans against traveling
upon armed merchantmen.
very thing is being seriously consid-
ered in Washington, and the indica-
tiong are that the Wilson adminis-
tration will execute another flip-flop
and finally vindicate the outlawed
former secretary of state.

Of these 233 were | they took the fatal
children between the ages of twelve dreds of lives were lost.

\

Yet this |

Our state department has been |
formally notified that Germany and  contractor rushed into the office of
Austria will instruct their submarine tne boss, wild eyed and palpitating.

commanders to consider, after March

risk and hun-
President

the | Wilson denounced this act with much
children of widows, seventeen child- bitterness, as did also

Mr. Bryan,
then secretary of state. But Bryan
pointed out that the Americans
should have canceled their passage
on the Lausitania, which, though not
armed, was in commission as a Brit-
ish naval auxiliary and was engaged
in carrying war munitions. One of
the things that Secretary Bryan
urged was that Americans should not
endanger the peace of this country
by persistently going Into perilous
situations. President Wilson took
another view. He insgisted with some
spirit of braggadocio that Americans
should be allowed to go anywhere, at
any time, and have the protection of
the United States — although the
United Btates hadn't much to protect
them with.

This was the first official disagree-
ment of consequence hetween Wilson
and Bryan, and scores of leading
American newspapers took the Bryan
side of the controversy. What earthly
business, these newspapers argued,
had adventurous or merely foolhardy
Americans to travel upon ships that
were clearly unsafe? Why should a
national of a hundred million people
be involved in a terrible war to pro-
tect such adventurers? And now it
is
going back along the trail to take the
Bryan road. And if the solution to
the snbhmarine problem can be found
in thig eourse, it will apparently be
a wise thing to do.

CAUSE OF THE COLLAPSE
The foreman employed by a big

“Boss,” sald he, in a greatly agi-

1, armed merchant ships of the en-|tated volee, “one of them new houses

tente allies as warsghips, and to treat
them accordingly. Under these in-
structions commanders will be at 1ib-
erty to sink without
armed vessel of the enemy, whether
or not it is carrying passengers or
freight. This obviously will put a
new face on the situation. Comment-
ing upon the effect of these new in-
structions, the Associated Press re-
port from Washington says: “In

of ours fell down in the night.”
“What's that?" exclaimed the boss,

ijump!ng right up and beginning to
warning any

take notice. *“What was the matter?
How did it happen?”

“It was the fault of the workmen,
boss,” answered the foreman. “They
made the mistake of taking down the
scaffolding before they put on the
wall paper.” — Philadelphia Tele-
graph.
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