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be a pleasing sight to those 29 na-
tions with which we have made peace
treaties, and a warning to those with

whom we have not, and an tnsplring(

spectacle to which the nation might
point with pride as evidence of the
fact that we have a complete pro-
gram of preparedness in which no
little detail has been neglected.

frighten the depleted nations of Eu-
rope by building a large navy and
organizing a large army, but by ex-
tending to all of the warring nations
& friendship and consideration that
will induce them to stop fighting and
to gather up the broken fragments
and to re-establish peaceful relation-
ships with each other. This can not
be done if we make large prepara-

G. M. Paulus, Duluth, Minn.: 1

agree with you that the enlargement | Will misunderstand us,

of our military system, especially at |
| they will immediately, devastated as
My own slight experi-|they are, attempt to build larger ar-

this time, is fraught with dangerous
possibilities.

tions for war. The warring nations
or perhaps
will thoroughly understand us, and

ence during the Spanish American | maments and to make preparations

war in which I was a volunteer,
opened my eyes to conditions which
surround military activity.

James W. Crooks, Cicero, Ind.:
The ideal on which our republic was
founded and continued to the present
time is the complete supremacy of
the civil government over the mil-
itary, and that the army in times of
peace shall be just large enough for
national police purposes. Any in-
crease above this in time of peace is
militarism in all its nakedness; and
the transparent robe of ‘“‘adequate
defense” does not hide its hideous
deformity ‘or monstrosity. Better
abolish the ‘“‘war college’” than en-
dorse its dictation. In order that you
may know what my views on this
question are not prompted by polit-
fcal prejudice, I remark that one of
the first, if not the very first articles
published in any newspaper in In-
diana openly advocating the nomin-
ation of Mr. Wilson months hefore
the Baltimore convention, was from
my pen, and published over my own
signature, and I voted for him in No-
vember. T am amazed and sorry to
gee his administration sprawling in
the bog of preparedness—Roosevelt's
pre-empted quagmire. There it

fiounders while being smeared with\

the mud of jingoism, the brutal
tyranny of militarism, and fear of an
invigsible and unknown supposed en-
emy, and the whole ungainly pan-
orama enveloped in the sickening
odor of profits and gains to be made
by the traffickers in war credits and
war materials.

Eli Gerber, Rensselaer, Ind.: 1T am
very much interested in the work
Mr. W. J. Bryan is doing for the
American people; his work, since he
left the cabinet is, to my mind, the
greatest of all he has yet undertaken
during his publie life. 1 want to
cheer him in his splendid courage.

James K. Risk, Indianapolis, Ind.:
Herewith find enclosed eleven new
gubscriptions to The Commoner. This
completes twenty for the year. I
hope 1 may be able to send some
more soon. You and The Commoner
are rendering splendid. service for
humanity. I am sure that I do not

want my son trained in the military

art. I am willing that he shall vol-
unteer in a time of our
need, but I do not want the military
spirit inflicted upon him at this time
ifn his life. I much prefer the les-
gons of peace. I want him taught
love for humanity the world around.
I want him to be too proud to fight.
1 want him to have such a regard
for peace that he will induce others
to be for peace. I am afraid Presi-
dent Wilson has been stampeded by
‘‘gearedness.” I believe our country
is against war. 1 believe that a large
majority of the citizens of the United
States are against the President's
preparedness plan. I regret very
much the stand the President has
taken on the qguestion of prepared-
ness, and trust that his real friends
will be able to convinee him that he
is wrong. Almost every man you
meet takes your side of this contro-
versy and it is to be hoped that our
country will maintain its neutrality
and will be in a position not to

'to meet us.

country’s |

Let us hope that con-
gress will not allow our government
to be rushed off its feet. God bless
the real servants of the people who
(are making the people’s fight in con-
gress.

H. L. Gibson, Humansville, Mo.:
I am in hearty accord with the posi-
'tion of The Commoner. Give the
people the facts,

A. 8. Murphy, Aliceville, Ala.: I
want to congratulate The Commoner
‘on the continued consistent course it
|is pursuing, for the great fight you
(are making for the maintenance of
the republic. I feel so grateful for
the stand taken by the grand char-
acter Wm. J, Bryan in this issue con-
fronting the people on preparedness,
and it looks now if congress will pass
some kind of measure increasing our
standing army and navy. The hopes
that I have in this republic lies in the
fight that will have to be led by Wm.
J. Bryan and The Commoner. “Eter-
nal vigilance is the price of liberty"”
is as true today as it ever was. Gain-
ing one or a dozen victories does not
mean that our work is finished, but
means that each victory is a step up-
ward and onward until the *“‘course
is finished,” We each and all can do
something for the cause and will ask
you to forward me twenty-five coples
of the last Commoner to distribute,
land will see if I can not send you a
|few subscriptions.
\your announcement for governor ol
iNebraakn. Mr. Chas, Bryan. 1 few
iﬁure the people of your great state
are seeing your worth and will see
that you are elected. May the fight
of Wm. J. Bryan and The Commoner
continue until the people that are
tblind have their eyes open.

0. H. McCamey, Andover, Ohio:
| All peace-loving citizens should favor
preparedness and be prepared to de-
‘feat the plan of preparedness as read
'to congress by our President. The
|Prnsident gaid in one of his speeches
while making a swing around the
jcnumr,v. “Who wants to be an os-
‘trich?"” or words to that effect. The
Chinese centuries ago built up the
'longest chain of preparedness the
world has ever known. A wall over
1,600 miles in length. It stands to-
day a uselegs monument of prepared-
ness. “Who wants to be a China-
man?”’

Art Lawrence, Doland, 8. Dak.: I
lam a reader of The Commoner and
JI*mlis:ﬂ.'e it 18 voicing the principles of
| progress and humanity. I have passed
The Commoner to some of my neigh-
bors and in return have secured
their subscriptions. Herewith find
club of eleven.

J. L. Cook, Bisbee, N. Dak.: We
all like vour stand on “prepared-
ness.”” We are beginning to realize
that if we farmers and other work-
ers don't support the press and peo-
ple who are supporting us and our
interests that no one else i8 going to
do it for us. Manyv of the equity
people here believe that hereafter we
will not support our enemies if we
have friends who will bring us the
news just as quickly and ten times
more reliable. The steel trust and

Was glad to see ||

Dupont are supporting the ‘‘pre-
paredness’’ press because there's bil-
lons in it for them. We are going
to support The Commoner and Pear-
son's magazine monthly; The Daily
Leader of Milwaukee, and The Co-
Operators’ Herald, weekly. These
papers stand for the farmers’ inter- |
est all the time. Anyone who reads |
Bryan's speeches on ‘‘preparedness'
and Kirkpatrick’'s great book, “War
~—What For?"” will have a mine of in- |
formation. Our three representatives
are now right.

J. F. Buchheit, Lancaster, Pa.: 1
sincerely hope that Mr. Bryan's ef-
forts to prevent the nation from go- |
ing war crazy will succeed. As usual |
he is receiving lots of abuse and rid-
fcule, but he is big enough to stand
it. Posterity will recognize his worth
to the country, i{f the present gener-
ation does not. .

F. B, Garrett, Burns City, Ind.:
I don’t know how it is in other com-
munities, but I do know that there
isn't one voter in one hundred in this
community who is in favor of the
preparedness scheme. It is not so |
easy for the laboring people to for-
get the commandment ““Thou shalt
not kill"” as they realize that in the
esse of war they are the ones to do
|the killing and to be killed. They
‘nre also beginning to realize the
‘danger and injustjce of secret diplo-
macy. God speed the day when
voters will realize that they are vot-
ing for something every time they
vote other than party success.

W, 8. Stevenson, Hookstown, Pa.:
I endorse Mr. Bryan's position on the
preparedness question. In our sec-
tion I do not think one in ten is in
favor of the increased preparedness
that is being advoeated.

GOVERNMENT and POLITICS

By A. R. MeCOOK

New book on Government and Polities,
Contains documents and sources and a
history of every natlonal election and
of every Congreas, a political summary
of administrations, a digest of parly
platforms, the cabinets, a politieal dic-
tionary, statisties, ete. Invaluable to
editors and siatesmen, publidiste, sto-
dents and to general readers, Fifty
cents, postpald. A naplendid book for
presidential campalgn year

NEW HISTORY PUBLISHER, WATERLOO, IA.
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CLIMATE ALL THE YEAR

Alamogordo, New Mexico, has all yvear
round climates with no equal. Altltude
4300 ft., population 3,000, an abundanca
of ghade, sunshine and water. A bheaull-
ful park and good accommaodations, No
cold weather, no hot weather, no Enow,
no mud, no heavy winds or dust storms,
It's the health seekers’ paradise. Come
and see vyourself. For literature address
either Sec's Alamogordo, or Bupt, Alam-
ogordo Sanatorium Alamogordo, N, Mex,

Wear a United Btates Unlversal Peaca
Emblem badge and individually exert
an Influence for Pence, by creating a
sentlment for peace and goodwill
among men, with this peace tallsman
worn by the people of the United
States who advoecate world-wide peace,
a great army, & brotherhood for the
cause of peace could be enlisted. Nine-
tenths of the people of the United
States stand for peace, mark yourself
as one of this vast army.

This badge has been submitted to
monst of the prominent peacs advocntes
in the United States, recelving thelr
hearty endorsement — more than one-
third of the governors of the United
States being among the number No
organization could measure up with the
powerful Influence of such a brother-
hood, All of the people, for the people,
hy the people striving for universal
peace, For further Information addrens

| M. A. WINANS, 1108 Braddock Avenue,

= le.ll!'ll.f. Pennna,

The

CONTAINING. THE
PHILOSOPHY OF THE WORLD

WIS L RNINGS BRYAN
Speeches That Have Made History

These ten volumes, contgining the great
masterpicces of oratory from ancient
Greece down to the rrmnt day, in-
clude many that are famous as Mark
Antony’s over the dead bo&r of Caesar;
Burke's at the trial of Warren Has-
tings; Patrick Henry's ‘' Give Me
Liberty” speech; Lincoln’s ** House
Divided Against Itself’’; Wolfe’s Ad-
dress before Quebec; Goldwin Smith’s
*“The Secret Beyond Science'’; John
Morley's Pittsburg Address; Lord Rose-

bery on Robert Burns, ss well as maony
other famous epoch-making orations.

The Whole Set on Your Library Table—All Car-
viage Charges Paid by Us, and Without a Cent

from You. Sent on Approval—No Meney Down
—8ign and mail to ve
the Examinastion Re-
quest Form herewith,
and we send the books
on approval., U they
are satisfactory, keep
them and remit $1.00
within five days
1.00 per month there-
after until the $19.00 is
pald. U youdoanot
want the books
after examination,
return  them ut
our expense, You
lose pothing —we
pay the carriage
charges both ways.
No agent will call

b:'h:".:df!.. arvanged
You Get Ten

Splendid
%._Volumes Like This

CHOICEST

WORLD’S FAMOUS ORATIONS g3ie

m:ﬁl I have paid the fall Special Price of §10.00, If not sstls

Greatest Speeches of all Time

WIT, WISDOM, LOGIC, AND
'S MOST ELOQUENT ORATORS

The World’s Famous Orations

A Collection of the World's Most Brilliant Speeches on all Subjects
from all Ages and Nations

They Show How Great Speeches

Are Made on All Subjects. A Great Arsenal

estion and Inspiration, Showing How
the Greatest Orators of All Ages have han-
dled the Biggest Subjects of Public Interest.

Waaderful Speeches on All Sides of - War, Pesce, Arma-
ment, Politics, Cam_lpuiu Speeches - Patriotism —
Woman Suffrage — Tarilf Debates Constity.
tion — Empire — Liberty — Independence — Sover-
ci&ly ~Treaties— T azation — Socialism — Invasion
~Confederation—Finance - Government - Ireland
—Trade -Legislation -Conguest— Union—Tyranny
~Coercion — Slavery - Free Bpeech— Reform- Cor-
ruption—Oligarchy —Treason—National Policy ete.

Ia Comnventions, Congrasses, Clubs, ste. Nominsting
Speeches - On a Resolution—Frotest—0On Resign-
inb—-hﬂ:epliu-n Honor or Appointment— Debate
—On a Motion—An Amendment - Compromise—
Cross-Examination - Concillation Removeal from
Office — Acceptance— Forcing a Resignation— Re-
peal - ReplyingioaCharge - Seli- Defense - Trial,ete,

Farewell Addresses, Welcome, After-Dianer, ote. After-
Dinner Speeches -Farewell Addresses  Specches
of Welcome —~Dedication ~Inaugural Oratiops~
Emancipation — Eulogy - Lectures on Literature—
Science —Scholarships ~ Education - Reading, ete.

Fuseral Orations, ld‘qb-, Charncter Bailding, Lectures,
ete. Fumiral Orations — Sermons — Oratlons on
Death — Christianity — Excommunication — Perse-
cution — Passion — Simplicity — Worship — Princi-
ples— Desertion - Distinction — Invective — Execu-
tion — Temptation — Grievance — Punishment —
Mutiny — Fxhoration, etc.

SIGN AND SEND THIS COUPO.

Fuwk & Wagnaris Courany, Pabe,, 864300 Fourth Ave, N. Y,

Gentlemen ;. Bend me One Bet of THE WORLL'S FAMOUS
ORATIONS, Edited by Willlam Jenniogs Bryas, ten volumes
three quarters leather. [ satisfied with the same, T will r-hzl -
within ive days after receipt of the books, and §1. 00 a monith t .

return owe you nothing.
(Commoner )
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