DECEMBER, 1915

The Commoner

A Constituent’s Letter to His
Senators at Washington

Raymond H. Miller, Portland, Ore.:
I enclose herewith copy of a letter
addressed to our United States sgen-
ators from Oregon, on the subject of
the contemplated preparation for
war. I am sorry to see Woodrow
Wilson won over by the Jjingoists,
put am glad to know that you are
doing all in your power to oppose
this sentiment for preparedness
which has sprung up in some quar-
ters. I believe the common people,

—and they are in the majority,—
are with you.

The letter above referred to, ad-
dressed to Senators Chamberlain and
Lane, is as follows:

Portland, Ore.: I trust you will
permit one of your constituents to
address a few words to you on a sub-
ject which seems at this time to be
uppermost in the minds of the men
who control the press of our country.
1 refer to the preparation for war.
While the newspapers and politicians
of the country seem to have sudden-
ly gone crazy on this subject, I find
no such sentiment in the minds of
the common people — the common
people who would have to fight the
battles and bear the sufferings of
war,

In the first place, I believe that
this sudden frantic cry for prepared-
ness is a plece of political strategy
on the part of the republican party
and its supporting press. For if the
democrats should take the position
against preparedness, they would
make that the issué of the 1916 cam-
paign, (and on which I believe they
would be overwhelmingly defeated).
If, on the other hand, the democratic
vepregsentatives in congress join with
the republicans and jingoists in vot-
ing inecreased appropriations for war
preparedness, it will again give them
an opportunity to bring up the tariff
question as a means of raising this
additional reveunu. for preparedness,
which would of course be very embar-
rassing for the democratic party.

Secondly, I believe it is the manu-
facturers of munitions, armor plate,
etc.,, as well as army contractors,
who are back of this agitation for
preparedness. I suggest that when
congress convenes in December, a
thorough investigation be made to
ascertain the identity of the people
or forces who are back of this fren-
vied demand for preparedness. It is
not the common people who are de-
manding it, nor is it justified by facts
as exposed by the present war. Pre-
paredness did not keep any nation out
of it, but on the contrary has drawn
them into the war. And those who
were not prepared have been drawn
into it just as fast as they have be-
come prepared.

If there arc reasons for dreading
Invasion, why not be frank and let
the people know them. They will
have to do the real defending, and
not the politicilans and newspaper
men, or profit-seeking manufacturers.

If newspaper accounts can be re-
lied upon, it appears that President
Wilson has been won over for pre-
pParedness. It is unfortunate that he
too should be misled, and it will un-
doubtedly, in the end, cost him the
confidence of the majority of the
people of the democratic party. Mr.
Bryan has in the past done more than
any other man to keep the democratic
party progressive and alive, and I
would caution those who now seem
to be in control of the party’'s destiny
to pay heed to his warnings against
this jingolem that has seized the

. minds of some of our public men. Do
pot be fooled. Mr. Bryan is closer

to the people than any other man in
the democratic party, and the people
will eventually gpeak as to whether |
or not they want preparedness for

war and militarism and taxes, and
some day the

paredness. |

Public opinion has advanced and
we no longer have the duelist's stand-

ard of honor in our individual life, |

and why should not that which ap-
plies to inaividuals also apply Lo na-
tions. Men who Carry guns are
much more likely to be shot or to
shoot and murder than
are not “prepared” with
their hip pocket or beit.

We have spent much money, too
much, in the past for preparedness,

a pistol in

and it certainly is ill-fitting that we!

should increase this expense at this
time when the principal nations of
the world are exhausting and bank-
rupting themselves to such an unpar-
alleled extent.

Furthermore, it has been a hope
that after this awfulist of awful
wars, the world might lay down its
arms and abandon that false philos-
ophy of preparedness which has
thrown it into this bloodiest and most
horrible conflict, but how can our
own country encourage such a course
or lead the way when we ourselves
listen to the tempter and fly into
frenzied preparation.

I, therefore, hope you will do all
in your power to oppose any increase

in army and navy appropriations for
the coming year, and that you will
give heed to the wishes of the com-
mon people who own no newspapers

to voice their views on this subject,
and who have much to lose and noth-
ing to gain by war and preparation
therefor.

I hope you will vote against “pre-
paredness” when the question comes
up in the senate.

Respectfully yours,
RAYMOND H, MILLER.

AN INSULT TO DEMOCRATS

In a lengthy attack on Mr. Bryan
the Birmingham News says:

“It would be most unwise, there-
fore, for the democrats of the south
to help Mr., Bryan in any scheme he
may be trying to put over, even if it
looks to 1920. President Wilson is
the party's leader and the party'’s
only hope. His counsel should be
followed in all respects, not that of
Mr. Bryan in any respect. The dem-
ocrats of Alabama particularly should
not listen to any of Mr. Bryan’s un-

Wnsel."
Times-Union holds no brief to

protect Mr. Bryan and it does not de-
fend him nor does it attack the Pres-
ident. Both are men of the greatest
national prominence, but both are
microscopic pygmies as compared to
the democratic party. If what we
say is construed as an attack on Mr.
Bryan or an attack on the president
we do not mean it as such. They are
mere unimportant incidents of the
discussion. What we mean to do is|
to express our bitter resqnt_ment of
the idea that the seven million dem-
ocrats belong to any man or should
accept without question the views of
au%???l% not know that Mr. Bryan is |
trying to put over any gcheme for
1916 or 1920 or for any other time,
and we do not care. If he has hn
gcheme we will be prepared and t 5
democratic voters uhoul_d be pr'episa,mi

to judge it on its merits virh(mi t r:;
sunounced calrtli n; ttocgﬁgeAv::e?-

nsultin

?nyr:h::?tgi’zg]no—lft:m democratic citizen
f_athan the proposition that he,

war that has always |
followed the false philogophy of pr{’:-!

those who |

| White, author of '“Tess of the Storm

should follow the P
“In all respects.”

resident’s ruunlell‘s.b“ﬂbm "M‘h. m ._

The proposition leaves out of con- |
Blth"f'a“()n the fact that the demo-
cratic voter may follow his own

if he is fit to vote. If all democrats
must follow the President's counsel

In all respects what is the use of
holding elections?

Such a farce if the will of one Almklov's
N .,Nurth Dakota

w
and description.
apolis, Minn,

is to control?

The Times-Unfon has been with!
_Mr. Bryan many times and it has
|been against him often. It has also
(often been with the president and
often against him. It will continue
to go with or against either as its
own judgment may direct. Every
honest man decides for himself what
| Is right unless he is lacking in intel-
ligence or manhood. This we pro-
;pnse to do and we will not blindly
iavcept the opinfons of any man and
no man can deputize another to think

for him without the loss of his self-
respect.

We go with Mr. Bryan if he is go-
|ing our way, and we go with the
| president if he is going our way, and
|in either case we have distinguished
company; but we do not pick our
road for the sake of the company we
will have on our journey, And in
politics no man does who is it to take
any part in politics, — Jacksonville |
(Fla.) Times-Union. 1
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War and the Ideal of Peace, By
Henry Rutgers Marshall, author of
“Instinct and Reason,” “Conscious-
ness,” ete. A study of these char-
acteristics of man that result in war,
and of the means by which they may
be controlled. Duffield & Co., 211
West 33rd St., New York. Price $1.25

Apostrophe to Hope and Other|
Poems. By Laura Hull-Morris. The
Knickerbocker Press, New York.

Land Credits: A Plea )
American Farmer. By Dick T. Mor-
gan, representative from Oklahoma |
in the 61st, 62nd, 63rd and 64th con-
gresses of the United States. Thomas |
Y. Crowell Company, Publishers,)
New York. Price $1.50 net. 1
The Seven Bearchers
Poems. By Paul Baumgartner. Fort
Wayne Box Company, Fort Wayne, |
Ind.

Fireside Papers. By Frederic Row-
land Marvin. Sherman, French &
Company, Boston, Mass. Price $1.50
net.

The Great News. The relations of
“Big Business” to the government of |
the World. By Charles Ferguson.
Mitchell Kernnerley, Publisher, New
York. Price $1.25.

Your Baby. A Guide to Young
Mothers. By Dr. E. B. Lowry.
Forbes & Co., Chicago., lll. Price
$1.00 net.

Roge O’ Paradise. By Grace Miller

The H. K. Fly Company,i
Publishers, New York. $1.35, net.

Then I'l Come Back to You. By
Larry Evans, author of “Once to!
Every Man.” The H. K. Fly Com-
pany, Publishers, 263 Fifth Ave., New ||
York. Price $1.35, net.

The Protection of Neutral Rights
at Sea. Documents on the Naval
Warfare. Sturgis & Walton Com-
pany, New York, Price 25 cents.
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Those Small Berths

Fat Passenger—There is no danger
that anyone will pry into these berths,

Why go through  mail. $1.50
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Woman and Home. By Orifmnr
Swett Marden., Thomas Y. Crowell
Company, New York, publisher.

net. ‘
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SALE OF UNALLOTTED LANDS

and Surface of Segregated Coal and
Asphalt Land Area Helonging to
the OChoctaw and Chickasaw
Tribes, Eastern Oklahoma

By the

\UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

There will be sold at public auctjion to the highes
bidder st different rallroad points In Lhe Chostaw
and Chickasaw nations in easdern Oklalioma, from
January 3, 1918, 1o January 31, 1916 inclusive, 3
gerexof unallotted landsand 184, "0 acresnfthe
of the segregated coal and asphalt lands belonging o
the Choctaw and Chicka saw tribes of [ndians, st nos
jess than the appralsed value, No person ean pur=

chase more than 180 acres of agricaltual land, nor
more Lhan &40 acres o grael iy land.
land not regulred i
or by mal, scoumpanied by & certifind ehack
bank draft for
Terma on sale of sur ace of coal and saphait Iands
per cont cash, 25 per cent within ous year, and
ance wilhiin two years from date of sale; sud
of sale of unallotiad lands Zi par conlin cash at ()
of sals and balance in three eqgual annusl |
ments of 3 per cent each, paysble lu one, two and
three years (rom date of sale; all deferred paymenis
to draw b per cantinb perannum romdasteo/ smle.Of-
I y Lo surface o/ Lhe segregaled c'mmn# #

| aros will be sold, the coal and under) e
helmy resorved, except where the déser plive of v =
lar states Lhat the coal and asphalt underlying
be sold with the suriace. The entire asiale In
unallotted lands will be sold wilhout

Where houses or other valuabile lmprovements,
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Rids can be submitted (1 person
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"~ On de contrary, we generally
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