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treatment of the sailor under the
navigation laws of most of the na-
tions of the earth are, so far as I
have been able to study them, has
always made me wonder why as many
men choose a seafaring life as do:
second, the question of a trained
naval reserve. It is just as essential,
as I said before, If we are to have a
naval reserve, that we shall have
trained American seamen as it is to
have the vessels themselves,

If we lower the standards for the
American seamen by changing our
navigation laws as private capital de-
mands, or, at least, as I understand
it demands, and put the American
scamen on a parity with Asiatic and
Kuropean seamen, then it will be im-
possible to induce Americans to adopt
a seafaring life. Our merchant ma-
rine would in that event be manned
by Asiatics and a heterogeneous col-
lection of all the races of the world.
They would have no American na-
tional spirit and could not be depend-
ed upon to fight for our flag in case
of war.

But even if theé navigation laws
are changed to sult private capital,
and even if subsidies or subventions
are granted, ‘where ean you get the
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Job so lmperatively demanded for|
naval preparedness and for the pro—l
rmotlon of our commerce? No auch]
guarantee or assurance can be ge- |
cured. I think it will be agreed that |
even after such changes were made

private capital in this country \muhi
have to be educated to them ;‘ that it
would come slowly to realize that the
laws were sufficiently advantageous
to suit it; that even then shipping
ventures would be entered upon in a
small and hesitating way for a long
time, and that the ultimate develop-
ment of a merchant marine, through
the medium of private capital, would
be slow and timorous at best,

We are confronted by a situation
which, because of its very necesgities,
demands prompt and vigorous treat- |
ment by some agency slrong enough,
financially and otherwise, to be ef-
fective. Think of our present oppor-
‘tunity, even disregarding necessities,
Shall we or not grasp the mar-
velous opportunity we now have
to extend our trade throughout the
world? This opportunity will not
wait. Already we have lost invalu-
able time; we have lost ground we
can never recover. We must move
swiftly if we are going to take the
place in the world's markets which
some of our leading industrial com-
petitors have been forced to abandon. |
If we do it now we can establish our-
selves so firmly that we can not be |
dislodged upon the return of peace, |

Opportunity is never worth any-
thing to the timid or the hesitating. |
It is to the strong and courageous
and swift that opportunity counts. |
Shall we sleep while the opportunity
to bé the dominant financial and in- |
dustrial power of the world, with all|

trying to force itself into our indif-
courage, decision, enterprise and vi-|
sion which characterized our anoes—’
tors, seize this marvelous opportunity
and make America a permanent, vi-
tal and irresistible force for the wel- |
fare of humanity and the progress of
civilization?

This is what it will mean fo the fu-
ture of our country and to the part it
must play in the world's history, if we |
have the vision, the courage and the
imagination to go ahead. ;

THE FOUR OF OUR;
GREATEST

America has four very great cit-
fzens in priv- ‘2 life. Two of them
have .served in high positions and
have rea-"ed the presidency and re-
tired. Another has done great work
as a railroad builder and developer,
becoming immensely rich by bene-
fiting thousands. The fourth has
filled as 'irge & place in the public|
mind as eithe: and has sat in con-
gress, has commanged a regiment and |
has directed fhe foreign policy of the |
nation at the cabinet table. Mr.i
Bry v will drew an immense andi-/
ence, as one of the great American|
citizens, a“ieader and instructor. Bir- |
mingham has heard Mr. Bryan sev-|
eral times and always crowds any

hall to hear his words.
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olitieal career.
ma;g;b:’r:lgr men have hec-omn_grpatI
by pr. - nting ideas to the publie. ]I(;I
should be heard as an advocate o
peace because peace is best for Amer-
fca.

"It 1s an honor to have one of the

d

est men of the age with vs an
f;el‘:}n?' his words of advice. There-
fore Birmingham welcomes Mr. Bry-

‘and was dismissed with a smile, has

of its great moral potentialities, is

ferent grasp, or shall we, with the!

the anti-militarists shall do no more

'which fears less the imaginary foe

| “preparedness” must at

an. Alabama is for peace and for a
policy of peace distinetly and unmis-

takably. — The Birmingham (Ala)
Ledger.

The Giant Stirs

[From the Johnstown (Pa.) Demo-
erat. )

Thus far ‘there has bee
tivity on the part of the anti-mili-
tarists in combating the preparedness
program. Apparently they had ae-
cepled the declarations of President
Wilson in his last annual message as
an assurance that jingo excitemont
was not to sway the administration
in its attitude toward militaristic ng-
grandizement.

But recent developments show
that what was considered as fantastic
when Mr. Hobson was advoenting it

|
|

become a serious factor in the affairs
of the day. Unless checked by a pop-
ular uprising in determined protest
it will dominate congress at the com-
ing session and foree it into an ac
tion which would have been deemed
impossible less than twelve months
ago.

While the anti-militarists have heen
inactive and apparently unsuspect-
ing, the proponents of preparedness
have been thoroughly alive and enor-
mously busy. They have organized
with care and with amazing celerity.
In a hundred or perhaps a thousand
ways they have wrought upon the
imagination of the people unti]l thon-
sands have come to bhelleve that the
United States s.ands face to face with
some unnamed foe. The demand for
“preparedness’” has therefore found
a response in many qunarters where It
wounld have been rejected with scorn
and derision whel this sinister cam-
paign was begun.

Whether this demand is to prnva!I'
or not depends upon what the sober
conscience of the country shall do
during the next few months toward
clarifying the air and revealing the
true Inwardness of an agltation
which has strangely brought to its
support practically every great in-
terest in the United States immedi-
ately or indirectly concerned in the
profits which “preparedness” is cer-
tain to pour into private coffers., If

than they have been doing in the way
of a counter agitation the “‘prepared-
ness” program will go through like
a hot knife through butter.

Happily, however, the anti-mili-
tarists gseem to le arousing them-
gselves to the gravity of the situation
and to the obligation which rests up-
on them to intervene in behalf of
sanity and the higher patriotism

without who is represented as covet-
ing our territory than the very real
foe within who makes no conceal-
ment of his purpose to subvert the
principles of the republic and to com-
mit it to a policy that would under-
mine our most cherigshed institutions
and threaten the liberties we hold

most dear.

All over the country the antl-mill-
tarist forces are shaking off the leth-
argy which has held them and their
plans are taking form. The friends
of peace are bestirring themselves
with a full sense 6f what is before
them and with a determination that
least sub- |
mit specifications before it shall be
lent the endorsement it is demand-
ing. These specifications have thus
far been carefully withheld, But
before hundreds of millions are
handed over to the munitions makers
more definite information regarding
the dangers confronting the country
will be demanded by the people who
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‘Means a line of goods that

for more than forty years.
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What others can't do.”
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