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PéOple Opposed to Policy? “Preparedness”

Extracts from a Few of the Letters Received by Mr. Bryan in Opposition to the Propoganda for Militarism
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John T. Little, Olathe, Kansas: @ your noble bearing toward an hop
Enclosed I send you a copy of a letter @ @ @R OOEORPPPPOR AP0 IOOCOCOCOOOO@®® @|president, who has been decelreae;
1 am sending to President Wilson. 1| @ Jingoes and the interests. Publigh
agree with your policy on the war MASS MEETINGS IN PROTEST your viewa in The Commoner, and

question. A few months ago I had send broadcast to the people. Pardon
the pleasure of hearing you lecture Claremore, Okia, Nov. 18, 1915 — Charles W. Bryan, these suggestions from an ardent
Associate Editor, The Commoner,

at Spokane, Washington, on “The friend and supporter,
Causeless War,” and endorse your
stand for peace. 1 think the Presi-
dent is making a mistake in his stand
for a great army and navy, and it
will weaken him with the American
people. You have always stood by
the people In their fight for better
things and thq time is coming in
America when your theory will be
commonly accepted by the citizens of
this great nation. I am with you in
your fight and wish you success,

. The letter above mentioned fol-
oOwWs:

“Mr. President, Woodrow Wilson—
In regard to that which seems to be
one of the great questions before the
American people just now, is the one
of “Preparedness,” which contems-
plates a stupendous appropriation for I am yours for non-militarism,
the purpose of creating and maintain-
ing a great standing army to ward

WILLIAM MADISON HICKS.
Oolagah, Okla., Box 27.
off an imaginary attack on this re-

public. As a friend, your supporter @@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ @®
and a soldier, I wish to say that fifty @ to fight them? Are we to follow the

years have passed since the close of ?::1 gzlovgfrll‘al:g d:tﬁ: %Edr:llloﬁzgﬁi:ﬁ
our great Civil war, and our people, the policies of militarism—prepared-
while they were apparently estranged | r8; they fight the battles and pay)very appropriate for the occasion, be-| ness?  Stron natio e tl(;
from each other by this war, there|the bills. Recruiting offices are not|cause the whole scheme 1s born of in- strongest milii‘a nati!cl)?{ tieea'w rl;
is not now a single element that lurks | besieged by the class of men who|iquity. Mr. Wilson courts the favor|has ever knownn;:ave b : ove CJrue
within our body politic, that has the|composed the President’s audience at|of Tammany, an element that MT.!ana gonoe down into ashes even with.
slightest tendency to alienate any|the Manhattan club. They agitate| Bryan had to defeat at Baltimore if|gut excention. The policy has nroven
portion of our people from the other, | War for profit but they never fight.|a progressive was to secure the nom- |, railure? The: whpo t(:yuldsv?e the
We are standing together represent-| Theéy are not willing that the acts|ination, and a platform suitable to|most {avored ':eo ly . oGod'a foot-
ing the greatest republic on the|2nd deeds of a great nation shall|the needs and requirements of the atoal’ FeiTooy ipthpe ::»tr;l ok's foot
earth. During this fifty years this|Stand four squaras with righteousness. | pesople was to be adapted, T am go- leada't dot nu e?pa =
country has not conceived the neces-| Those who receive the least from gov- [ing to do what I can to defeat the HASEGRLI0N
sity of a great standing army. The|ernme.t bea: the burden of the jin-|plan. =l
great heart of the American people|80e8 war program. Every minister, N — Sterling P. Strong, Dallas, Texas:
are opposed to it. The soldier ele-| Who prefers example to force, should Guy Johnson, Ogden, Utah: I most|I write to endorse all you said in reply
ment of this country who were en-|register a protest against our Pres- heartily approve of your opposition to | t0 the President’s speech, delivered
gaged in the Civil war are opposed to | 1dent’s war policy. We commend you |the President’s declaration on the|before the Manhattan club in New
it, The organization of this great|for your efforts in behalf of peace|gubject of preparedness. I was cer-| York. One trouble with members of
standing army is a menace to thig|and a higher code of political ethics. | tain the country would hear from yon | the Manhatta . club and other ad-
country. When the war now waging as soon as I read Mr. Wilson’s Man- | visers of the President, in that part of
on the eastern continent shall close| Asa Leroy Carter, Pittsburgh, Pa.: | hattan club speech. I also think|the United States, they know more
there will not be another war in all| 1 hope you will get the President and | YOur interpretation of the influence of | #bout Europe than they do of their
Europe in the next five hundred|every member of congress to read the | the Manhattan club is absolutely cor-|OWn country. It the President will
years. This great army and navy|jast half of the first chapter of “The ! rect. get more of the sentiment of the tax-
:;hi“’l‘; i Sought to be organized | Bugenic Mother and Baby,” by W. : : payers aad pay:less attention g
8 couniry against an imaginary : tax-eaters, he -.ill be in better posi
foe in the east, will be held over the f,ff,‘“" sﬁ::::ﬁ,cm;f::u: . gﬂ{?}:ﬁﬂ; ',R'inmg' trg c::) 0‘:.2]:; Joplin, Mo.: T am tion to speak on preparedness * ¢
heads of the great laboring element| Company, New York (1913). No| tive to “prepl;.x;'ednég;?'u;ofoume r;la- I am sure our President is acting
of this nation as a warning against|clearer and better. prediction of the never did need anv encourawg; t(;u earnestly and honestly, but his po
any contention in which they may en-| taking place and results of the Euro-| do right, but a littl gement 0| 1oy will breed hate instead of love,
gage to hold them in absolute subjec- | pean war has ever been written, and] will do no harm I‘3 hencouraggment and trouble instead of peace. MY
tion. There has already grown up no man who reads it will fail to' stop | follower sincc; 1856. angv:mb:teill‘l y‘i{’)t‘)l; earnest prayer is that the Lord will
in this country and is increasing a|and think before he starts our na- are the only statesman in Am.erlc.a. spare you many years, and susia’l

mighty corporate power of wealth ou with strength, wisdom and cour
BRich will demand the ase of. this tion into a competitive human life de-| since the formation of our govern- y gL,

+
gtruction preparation which must in-| ment who has b age to stand as you have in the pa%s
;t:;d;t:!g a;n:l): to supl»preas the lawful | evitably end in revolution or war. My!| You are urlghm‘“;ffl :;ihtt;gltgge?'::; for the teachings of the Man of G::l;
idon:. t;io % :hpeolp e, a::‘du?“'»ip"gﬁ' ancestors who have for many genera-|fore.  Propose In your next state-| 1°€: As rapidly as the peqr‘lﬁt:ey
ai shl e elemen at is de-|tions belonged to the Friends church,| ment that the Pregident send a spe- the truth, just that sure Wwill
?:b':)lengt tthi: :Lﬁ?gg“ﬁre‘*;‘;’g&e:‘;g gavehalwa.vs pointed out a way where- | clal message to congress advecating $ndorss your teschings.
: y this terrible sacrifice can be over-|the repeal of the law' limiti
:‘;",,‘;,;:‘,,:‘;g;‘;;': t?:remgéo;fltev::;“tgﬁ come, and I am truly glad to see you|age of those who go to war fo - Blmer Ellsworth Reed, Leslie
Rt “Solitioal  campaién. atd Yhe come forward and espouse this cause|years. Take off the limit. Let -ev-|Mich.: Your position on armaments
BRity whieh séeks to steenathen it Lt‘t'g\:;aetntl p(;g:g!ndte;g iil.!!ll Bt;l:::g:;'zag;e ﬁgs:r:; go. Lett hlnil propose thatis fully endorsed by at least 3”3'0{%{:‘
L - avor of an increased * roa
for s, anding ariy. Wil bs svept| """ paredncas” ien an sarecment to 0|3 iwelihoods ©
into the vortex of an inglorious de- to war In the event of it. Let these y :
feat. Respectfully yours, JOHN T T. R. Wells, Sauk Centre, Minn.: | signatures be on file in Washington, . 1 write
' LITTLE, Ex-Atty General of Kansas." I endorse every word Mr. Bryan says|2nd when war comes, let these sign-| O A. Nystrom, Calmar, Ia.: v
’ \ &Eﬂ!iiﬂﬁt the plan of preparedness, as| ers be the first to go; also let these |tO tell you that I for ont; (azllda:‘f-:‘l‘m’t_
A outlined in the President’s Chas. ¥.!s8igners bo the i everybody in this place for that -
W. N. Hudson, Chanute, Kan,: I § Sihas, ¥ 1o ones.to make up the 4

: | Murphy speech in New York., REyi-|'‘continental army.” ter) am with you in your fight ﬂ,gail?s:
join the millions of American patriots dently the President is allowing him- “preparedness,” which is nothing bt

| who are congratulating you for your |self to be stampeded by an eleme . the first step to militarism. Dont

{ firm and unwavering stand for peace. | that are taking a.dvanta{ga of the sil:.f 1 x&ng‘ Rog:“' Kansas City, Mo.: |gpare the "jfngoas,” strip the m‘U"“;‘;
. | Our President has become the prey of |uation in Europe to militarize this|pave takigut or the firm stand you|ment of the fair sounding names o
: _l.upltslhtlo press and he is out of country. As Mr. Bryan says, there SR of oo or plface. The "O"ner'mf_‘Patrlntlam." “Love of home ?ikﬂ
~ | tune with the industrial element of |is less reason now for preparedness | hlood: its 1; republic was not laid in Country,” ete., under which it is‘ .

our nation. If we prepare for war|than sixteen months ago. I belieye attained ha inpaat fnd Breatness not g wolf in sheep's clothing, prese%liu
we will have war; if we prepare for|the rank and file of the party are op- ¢ by appeal to the sword, Now | to us; go to the bottom of its oT'&
b 4
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0. B. Mitchell, Logansport, Ind
want to commend Mr. nﬁfya:' ford 'in:
honorable stand he takes for peacs,
and I trust there is enough patriotism
in the American manhood to rally to
his call and help to carry out his pol-
icies, for I believe them to be sincers
and righteous. With some degres of
amusement I read Mr. Wilson's
Scriptural references in support of
his policies of preparedness, Ezekiel
33: 1-6, I am almost persuaded that
policies founded on principles laid
down in the New Testament by the
Prince of Peace himself, would be a
much safer plan. Are we living un-
der the old dispensation, the Mosale
law? Or is there not something bet-
ter to set up before the world as the
American way, the American spirit?
Do we hope to gain the confidence and
friendship of the world by preparing

this continent. Thess resolutions have been semt
sas City Star and other papers, and yet not one

Mr. Wilson, and fully sustaining W. J. Bryan in his contention;
but we are all ignored by the trust owned dailies. How can we
reach the public ear?
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tion we will destroy. War re-| posed to any extensive expenditure at|imitsrinrr L NE 0 the sword—now | and let the people have a guess at b

real motives; they are not all fno!t.;
I thought it would not hurt J’OUI of
know that you have the approvd 5
some, yes, in my humble opiniod,

its come from the masses of our|this time for military purpose iimitating nations of Europe, and now
: 8,
e ok Shenmuner, e place the Prasidont ‘choss o Isunch ingion, Safemon Limeie g VoAl
AACLOT Y L or- cam for p ’ y BLC, r
it _ { palgn preparedness y
) ’:I* g Was aloud and spare not, only continue
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