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Postoflice Address

Reckon the days in which you have not been
angry. I used to be angry every day; now every
other day; then every third or fourth day; and
if you miss it so long as thirty days, offer a sac-
rifice of thanksgiving to God.—Epictetus.

Friends of Former President Taft, who say
they speak with authority, declare that that gen-
tleman is entirely satisfied with his present stat-
us and can not be lured again into a presiden-
tial campaign as a candidate. A great many re-
publicans whose sleep is much disturbed by
gpectres would enjoy life a whole lot better if
they could be assured on equal authority that
~ Former President Roosevelt is of the same mind
a8 his successor in the presidency.

—

Let somebody come forward in congress with

" gome such plan as increasing the income tax or

levying an inheritance tax or any other scheme
of increasing the revenue to meet the additional
expenses contemplated in a large “preparedness’
budget-—and then note the quick subsidence of
the demand in Wall street for a bhigger army
and navy. That's a tax they can't pass on to the
general publie, and that's why they would op-
pose anything of the kind.

_—

PROHIBITION IN OHIO

~ Advoeatea of prohibition have reason to re-
~ joice over the showing made in Ohio. Last year
- prohibition was defeated by 84,000; this year

he majority was reduced by about one-half.
" Last year the so-called “Home Rule"” amend-

. ment was adopted, disfranchising - farmers of
Ohilo hy return from the county unit to the city
~ unit, This year the so-called “Stability” amend-
 ment, intended to grant immunity to the saloon-
. keeper for six years, was defeated by something
~ Jike 50,000 votes, a distinct rebuke to the liquor
 interes It will now be possible for the op-
of the liquor trafiic to submit a pro-
hibition amendment again whenever they desire
" t0 do so, and the growth in sentiment will en-
‘epurage them to make the attempt at an early
jate. Ohio is to be congratulated on its progress
towar( emancipation from the evils of alcohol.
i “t_?_-. é:' wc Jo BRY‘NI
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Two Interviews by Mr. Bryan

Below will be found interviews given by Mr.
Bryan to the various press associations; one of
November 5 in response to a request for his views
on the President's Manhattan clubspeech and the
other given to the press associations on Novem-
ber 6, in answer to an inguiry as to whether
he had made any plans for opposing the pre-
paredness program. On another page will be
found the speech delivered by President Wilson
at the Manhattan club outlining his views on
preparedness, as he intends to present them to
congress.

INTERVIEW BY MR. BRYAN, NOVEMBER 5

“I have read the President’'s speech at New
York with sorrow and concern. He is doing what
he believes to be his duty and so long as a man
follows his conscience, and judgment, we can
not eriticise his motives, but we may be com-
pelled to dissent from his conclusions. I feel it
my duty to dissent, and as he has given his
views with clearness and emphasis those who
differ from him are under a like obligation to
express themselves with equal clearness. He
gavs that his position is different from that of
the private individual in that the individual is
free to speak his own thoughts and risk his own
opinion. This sentence is a little obscure. In-
sofar as he expresses his own opinion he does
not differ from the private citizen, except that
he speaks under a sense of official responsibility,
but where a nation’s fate is involved in a policy
every private citizen who loves his country and
tries to serve it, is conscious of responsibility.
The President will not assume that he is more
deepnly interested in the welfare of his country
than the millions who elected him to be for the
time being their spokesman. And if, as he ev-
idently believes, he is giving voice to the opin-
fons of his countrvmen, he is, of course, anxious
to have them as frank with him as he has been
with them-—how otherwise can he know whether
he represents or misrepresents their views?

‘““He has announced a policy which has never
before been adopted in this country, and never
endorsed by any party in the country. And he
has no way of knowing, until he hears from the
people, whether he has correctly interpreted the
will of the public. His appeal is not to any party
but as he says, to men of ‘all shades of opinion.’
He asks for the hearty support of the eountry,
meaning, of course, that he wants the support,
PROVIDED the people favor the policy which
he has outlined. He could not. of course, ask
them to support a policy which they did not
endorse, especially if they considered the policy
daneerous to the country.

“From my view of the subject, the plan which
he proposes is not only a departure from our tra-
ditions but a reversal of our national policy. It
is not only a menace to olir peace and safety but
a challenge to the spirit of Christianity which
teaches us to influence others by example rather
than by exciting fear. -

“The president says that we should prepare
‘not for aggression but for defense.” That is the
ground uwnon which all preparation for war is
made. What nation has ever prepared for war
O;'l t;m theory that it was preparing for aggres-
sion

“It 1s only fair to assume that the Buropean
rulers who are involved in the present war
thought that they were contributing toward the
maintenance of peace when they were making
elaborate preparations for defense.

“It is a false philosonhy and, being false, it
inevitably leads into difficulties. The spirit that
makes the individual carry a revolver—and who
ever carries a revolver except for defense?—
leads him not only to use it on slight provoea-
tion but to use language which provokes tr(;u-
ble. ‘Speak softly but carry a Mg stick’ is one
of the delusive maxims employed by those who
put their faith in force. There are two answers
to it—first, the man who speaks softly has ﬁot

the disposition to carry a club, and if 2 man with
a soft voice is persuaded to carry a ¢lub his vojee
c;m;meu as soon as he hegins to rely upon tlie
club.

“If there is any truth in our reli 2
tion must win respeet not hy carrying-loa':-.m: ;::t
by an upright, honorable course that invites
confidence and insures good will. This nation
has won its position in the world without re-

sorting to the habit of teting a pistol
ing & club. Why reverse our poltcpy s

tt
The President himself admits thst‘theh:: ti}.mﬁi

—

reason for change. He says ‘The country is pot
threatened from any quarter; she stands in
friendly relation with all the world. Her pe
sources are well known and her self-respect angd
capacity to care for her own eitizens and rights’

* * * And to make the statement more
emphatic, he adds ‘there is mo fear among s

“If we're not threatened by any nation, if our
relations with all nations are friendly, if every.
body knows that we're able to defend ourselves
if necessary, and if there I8 no fear among yus
why is this time chosen to revolutionize our na.
tional theories and to exchange our policy for
the policy of Europe? Why abandon the hope
that we have so long entertained of setting an
example to BEurope? Why encourage the na-
tions of Europe in their fatal folly by imitating
them? Why impose upon the western hemis-
phere a policy so disastrous? May we not ex-
pect all Latin-America to be stimulated to prep-
aration if we enter upon a new era of prepara-
tion? And will not sueh a policy make con-
flicts between those republiecs more probable?
We shall do infinite harm to the neighboring na-
tions as well as to ourselves if we are drawn
into this policy which provokes war by a prep-
aration which is impossible without a large in-
crease in taxation and the arousing of a military
system which sets up false standards of honor.
We are now spending $250,000,000 a year on
preparedness—ten times as much as we are
spending on agriculture; and I feel sure that the
taxpayers are not in favor of increasing this
sum at this time, when a change is not only un-
necessary but a menace to our national ideals.
There has not been a time in fifty years when
there was less reason to add to the expenses of
the army and navy, for we are not only without
an enemy, but our preparedness is increasing
relatively as other nations exhaust themselves.
And there never has been a time in our whole
history when our duty to the world more imper-
atively demanded self-restraint and the counsels
of peace. I hope the President will not be de-
ceived by the atmosphere of the Manhattan club.
That is the one place in the United States where
the Mammon-worshipping portion of the demo-
cratic party meet to exchange compliments —
there is no group further removed from the
sentiment of the masses whether you measure

that sentiment by economie, social or religious
standards.”

INTERVIEW BY MR. BRYAN, NOVEMBER 6

“I have no plans formulated. I am doing
what I believe it the duty of every citizen to do.
How can the President knmow what the people
think unless individuals express themselves?
Those who approve of his plan do not hesitate
to express themselves. Why should those who
disapprove be silent? The editors of metropol-
itan newspapers, who daily swing incense before
the special interests, do not hesitate to express
an opinion as to what the country needs. Why
should a country editor like myself be denied
the privilege? And why should a democrat's
friendship for the President be questioned be-
cause he differs from the President on an issue
like this, which has nothing in the history of
the country or the party to eommend it? The
President’s appeal was not to members of his;
party but to people of ‘all shades of opinion.
When did ft become unpatriotic for a citizen (0
differ from a president and when did it become
disloyal for a democrat to differ from
a  democratic president on an  issue
which the President declares to be non-partisan’
The President sald he would ask those who dil-
fered from him to express their opinion. He
certainly will be the last to complain because bis
request is complied with. A great many people
—no one can definitely state the number, but
they are quite a multitude—believe that we cal
not insure the nation against war by adopting
the very policy which brought Europe into warl.
They belfeve that it is more reasonable to %
sume that peace can be promoted between 1a°
tions by the same philosophy which promotés
peace between Individuals and communities.
We are now spending $260,000,000 a year mt:
preparedness. A great many think this is enoug
and are opposed to any increase at present. T f
burden of proof is on those who say that an in
crease is necessary, and it will be hard to prove
this in view of the President’s statement that Wr
are not threatened from any gquarter; that 0“_
relations with all nations are friendly; tha! e'd
erybody knows of our capacity for defense an
that there is no fear among us."
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