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The Commoner

Militarism vs. Democracy

“Democracy had progressed to such
an extent in Europe that it was neces-
gary for monarchial parties to have a
war, or change their methods of gov-

ernment,”” So says Dr. John W.
Slaughter, of the University of Lon-
don, who is a native of Alabama and
now lives in England. That is the
view that was expressed by many
Americans when the war broke out
moro than a year ago.

Dr. Slaughter says that many per-
sons in this country do not under-
stand the great progress that has
been made in social democracy in
Kurope—and he might have said that
most Americans do not understand
it; and that this is particularly true
of England. *“Through popular ed-
ucation, socialism, trades-unionism
and co-operative socleties,” he says,
“the common people of England have
been taught what their rights are
and how they can secure them.”

Of course, the privileged classes—
including. the great land-owners who
perform no services, yet have vast in-
comes from ground rents—have as
Dr. Slaughter points out, watched
the growth of the democratic idea in
Great Britain with alarm, just as the
privileged' classes in America have
watched 'with much alarm the growth
of the democratic idea in this coun-
try. And here, as in Great Britain
and in: Germany, militarism is “pe-
cnliarly the function of the ruling
classes;"; . :

“When the opportunity was pre-
sented of engaging in wars without,

i i

or of facing difficulties within,” as|

Dr. Slaughter puts it, Germany de-
clared war,.  Austria declared war,
Russia declared war and Great Brit-
ain declarediwar — for the common
people to fight and pay for. That
easily ant naturally and correctly ac-
counts for the efforts ¢f men of spe-
cial privileges in this country to cre-

pression that the
step would be th.
nounced today of

only

the passport of

The political and economic prob-
lems at home are easily forgotten
when a nation is at war, or is busy
getting ready to fight a real or an
imaginary foe. It is easy for The
People to forget and turn aside from |
their political and economic troubles
when ecalculating, scoundrelly con-
spirators have cultivated hatred for
some nation. The People will not
willingly . bear the expense of huge,
costly military and naval establish-
ments unless they have been taught
to fear and then hate their brothers
of some other nation.

The interests—the war trust and
the whole brood of special privilege
—in this country are alarmed for
fear that some of their privilege,
their power to take tribute from the
people, will be taken from them, and
it should be taken from them. f'lence
lh%.:fg::zd ::rm?resl;:ml:::&mmm! Dr. Archibald, who i{s well known
out, the British tories would like to '© Your lordship, leaves today at 12
see enforced military service “as a |©'clock on b?ard the Rotterdam fo1
basis for the future; for Imponlngﬁne""“ and Vienna. 1 take this ra:e
militarism as an adjunct of the rul- 20d safe opportunity to warmly
ing classes.” So, American tories— reco'mmend the proposal to your lord-
holders of special privileges, owners ship’s favorable consideration.
of millions they have mot earned— | It is my impression that we can

the intercepted dispatches. '

COMPLETE TEXT7T
LETIER

A London cablegram, dated Sept.
8, says: Here is the exact toxt in Eug-
lish of the Dumba letter, selzed
among the eflects of James F. J.
Archibald, which has made such a
‘sensation in the United States:

New York, Aug. 20, 19156, |
My Lord:

Yesterday evening Consul General
von Nuhr received the inclosed aide
memoire from the chief editor of the
locally known paper Szabadsag, after
a previous conference with him in'
pursuance of his proposals Lo arrange
for strikes in the Bethlehem, Schwab
Steel and Munitions War factory and
also in the middle west,

OF DUMBA

country. That is one of the things if not entirely prevent the manufac-

ture of munitions in Bethlehem and
e ol thoie e 15 the name the middle west, which in the opinion

lof “preparation for war in order to
{maintain peace” would Prussianize
America.

The privileged classes of Europe
do not expect to pay for this war.
'They expect to saddle the whole debt
upon the plain people. 8o it is with
the privilegel classes of America,

of the German military attache is of
great importance and amply out-
weighs the expenditure of money in-
volved.

But even If strikes do not come off,
it is probable that we should extort

!favorable conditions of labor for our
fliing to saddie upon work. | POOTs towntrodden fellow country-
who are wiliing & ¢ of battle. Men. In Bethlehem these white slaves
ing people the huge cost o \are now working for twelve hours a

ships and great armies. They would| g, o 004 coven days a week.  All
have the common people fight all the | L o, noreone succumb and become
battles and pay all the cost of pre- |, .. ...t ves.

paredness and all the cost of the re-| g far as German
'sult of preparédness—war. — San o .., among the skilled hands, a

want enforced military service in this 4isorganize and hold up for months

under the pressure of the crisis more

workmen are.

ate a military spirit here.

Francisco Star. 'means of leaving will be provided for
them,
! Besides this, & private German reg-
\ o o um istry office has been established,
UnltedStates Demands Reca'“ Of D ba'whlch provides employment for per-
n 1 ason of the flagrant violation of sons who have voluntarily given up
di I'oltlot:v g e s e g{plrtfmauc proprlety‘ in employing an their places, and is nlreatliy Wn&’k:r}:s
a\l;ifaa:hie:éton D. C., Sept. 9.—Am- American citizen protected by an Well. They ‘:’11" alﬂoe’(;)“ an e
bassador Penfield, at Vienna, has been | American passport as a secret bearerIWl;lﬁ:: sunﬁgr“cz l::::gr tot:): =
instructed by cable tonight to inform of official dispatches through the lines | s si 3;0 i wltz o et il
the Austro-Hungarian government of the enemy of Austria-Hungary, the a8 n Oll;m 5 gy B s g
longer president di:ects me to inform your this letter by wireless telegraphy,
that Dr. Constantin Dumba no longer p plying whether you agree.
is acceptable as an envoy to the exdellency that Mr. Dumba {8 no DUMBA.
United States and to ask his recall. |longer acceptiible to the government His Excellency. Count Burian
Secretary Lansing formally an- of the United States as the ambassa- Mintatar for'Forelgn Aﬁ'a!r;
nounced the action tonight, It was dor of his imperial majesty to Wash- :

. Vienna.

' he American govern- ington.
g:n:nt:wg;.ét limbl'! explanation of “Believing that the imperial and
his intercepted letter to Vienna out- royal government will realize that the
lining plans for handicapping planis | government of the United States has
in this country making war supplies o alternative but to request the re-
for the allies. g call of Mr. Dumba on account of his |German submarine on August 19.
‘Text of the Note improper conduct, the government of The steamer was en route from Liv-
Ambassador Penfield was instruct-|the United States expresses its deep |erpool to New York. According to

ed by cable yesterday to deliver t-he
following note to the foreign office:
“Mr, Constantin Dumba, the Aus-
tro-Hungarian ambassador to the
United States, has admitted that he
proposed to his government plans to
instigateé strikes in American manu-
facturing plants engaged in the pro-

THE ARABIC CASE
The White Star Liner, Arabie, was

necessary, and assures the imperial bhoard no warning was given. There
and roval government that it sin- |were 424 passecngers and crew on
cerely desires to continue the cordial hoard, including 26 Americans. Of
and friendlv relations which exist be- these, 42 were lost, including 2 Amer-
tween the Unit. * States and Austria- jcans, Pending investigation and in-
Hungary.” quiry to the German government

Sensation in Capital through diplomatic channels, no ac-

ken by President
duction of munitions of war. The in-| 15 making his announcement Sec-_%_ﬂi'l"::s "3:, b:il;‘::t 2'1 t{m resident
formation reached this governmentlretary Lansing explained that it had Wil . ,0n Auust 24 the German
through & copy of & letter of the'8m- heen deluyed in order that the note BIEMESERFOR MECRC J00 Srent that
bassador to his government. The|mignt reach Vienna before its publi- | ol ot s gt o B
b was an American citizen|.ation in this country. Ambassador e o e g g
ea"e; Archiba)l, who was traveling penfield had not been heard from to- fl? ":‘ g P e Bl W g b
vt rcA erican passport.  The piont, but it was assumed that he re- 2 a ic;n VR W An i ol ot
:::;%E:;s:gor nllms admitted that he Icefved the communication some time lo,:;e,’-f an life, a1d 7
employed Archibald to bear official |

‘during the day.
diapatcheu from him to his govern- Note Fror. m’

News that M- Dumba’s recall had
ment. been requested created a sensation in Tho following AlSDatehes Wite ean-
“By reason of the admitted purpose | ried by the Associated Press:

the capital. It was known tg otﬂglal:
and intent of Mr. Dumba to conspire and diplomatic circles that Presiden O e . ey s
10, 2:26 a. m.—Germany’s note to

people of the United States, and to garded the coniuct of the ambassa-

‘torpedoed and sunk off Fastnet by a |

1y,
bassador, James W. Gerard, for trans-

of & memorandum under

lows: !

"On August 19 a German subma- |
rine stopped the English steamer '
Dunsley, about sixteen nautical miles
south of Kinsale, and was on the
point of sinking the prize by gun fire
after the cre's nad left the vessel. At
this moment the commander saw &
large steamer making directly toward
him. The steamer, as developed
later, was the Arable. Bhe was recs
ognized as an cnemy vessel, as she
did vot fly any fla and bore no pneus
tral markings.

“When she approached she altered
her original course, but then agsin
pointed directly toward the submas
rine. From this the commander be-
came convinced thut the steamer had
the intention of attacking and rems
ming him. "
. "In order to anticipate this attack,
he gave orders for the submarine Lo
dive, and fired a torpedo at the
steamer. After firing he convincod
'himself that the people on board
'were being rescued in fifteen boats.
| “According to his instructions, the
commander was not allowed to ats
tack the Arablc without warning ana
 without saving the lives of those ob
board unless the ship attempted to
escape or offered resistance. He was
foreed, however, to conclude from the
‘atterdant circumstances that the
Arabic planned a violent attack on
the submarine.

“This conclusio.: s all the more
obvious as he h.l been fired upon at
'a great distance in the Irish sea on
'August 14—that is, a few days be-
fore—by a large passenger steamer,
apparently belonging to the British
‘Royal Mall Steair. Packet company,
‘which he had neither attacked nor
‘stopped,

“The German government most
deeply regrets that lives were lost
‘through the action of the command-

‘er. It particularly expresses this
regret to the government of the
United States, on account of the

death of American citizens.

“The German government Is un-
able, however, to acknowledge any
‘obligation to grant indemnity in the
matter, even If the commander should
have bee. mistaken as to the aggres-
sive intentions of the Arable.

that it is impossible for the German
and A.erican governments to reach
& harmonious opinion on ihis point,
the German government would be
prepared to submit to difference of
opinion, as being a question of inter-
national law to The Hague tribunal
for arbitration, pursuant to article 38
'of The Hague convention for the pa-
(cific settlement of international dis-
| putes.

“In so doing It assumes that as I

regret that this course has become report of the eaptain and others on|matter of course the arbitral decision

shall not be admitted to have the im-
portance of a general decision on the
permissibility or the converse under
international law on German sub-
marine warfare."” / .
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interrupt their legitimate trade, and dor as a grave

—— | .‘
but there has been a well defined im- | ing of the White Star line steamer '
immediate Arabic on August

which was
cancellation an- communicated to the American am-

1 A

Archibald, the American who carried | mission 1o Washington, is in the form
date of !
‘Beptember , the text of which fol- =

.I.

“If it should prove to be the case
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