SEPTEMBER, 1914

The Commoner

nounced that evening that France, in
event of hostilities, had undertaken
to fulfill her obligations to preserve
Belgian neutrality.

ENGLAND ENTERS CONFLICT

A London cablegram, dated August
4, follows:

Premier Asquith in the House of
Commong at London confirmed the
sending to Germany of a request that
she should be given the same assur-
ance of the neutrality of Belgium as
France had done and that her reply
should be sent to England before
midnight. Mr. Asquith said that in
conformity with the statement made
by Sir Edward Grey, the foreign sec-
retary, in the house of commonsg Mon-
day, a telegram had been sent early
Tuesday morning to Sir Edward Gos-
chen, British ambassador to Berlin,
to the following effect:

“The King of th . Belglans has ap-
pealed to his Britannic majesty’s
government for diplomatic interven-
tion on behal! of Belgium. The Brit-
ish government is also informed that
the German government has deliver-
ed to the Belgian government a note
proposing friendly neutrality pending
a free passage of German troops
through Belgium and promising to
maintain the Iindependence and in-
tegrity of the kingdom and its pos-
‘'sessions on the conciusion of peace,
threatening in case of refusal to
treat Belgium as an enemy.” Sir
Edward Grey in the dispatch request-
ed an answer within 12 hours.

' Premier Asquith then read a tele-
gram from the German foreign min-
ister which the German ambassador
in London had sent to Sir Edwara
Grey Tuesday. It was as follows:
“Please dispel any distrust that may
gubsist on' the part of the British
government with regard to our inten-
tions by repeating most positively the
“assurance that even in case of armed
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Belgian territory.”

refused to assent to a flagrant viola-
tion of the law of nations. His ma-
jesty’'s government was bound to pro-
test this violation of a treaty to
which Germany was a party in com-
mon with England, and must request
an assurance that the demand made
upon Belgium by Germany be not
proceeded with and

and we have asked for an immediate
reply.

“We received this morning from
our minister in Brussels the follow-
ing telegram: “The German minister
has this morning addressed a note to
the Belgian minister of foreign af-
fairs stating that as the Belgian gov-
ernment has dcclined a well-inten-
tioned proposal submitted to it by the
imperial German government, the lat-
ter, deeply tu its regret, will be com-
pelled to carry out, If necessary, by
force of arms the r tasures consgider-
ed indispensable in view of the
French menace.””’

Mr. Asquith continued: “Immedi-
ately after we received from the Bel-
gian legation here the following tele-
gram from the Belgian minister of
foreign affairs: ‘The Belgian general
staffl announces that Belgian territory
has been violated at Verviers, near
Aix-la-Chappelle.’ fYubsequent in-
formation tends to show that a Ger-
man force has penetrated still far-
ther into Belgian territory.

“We also received this note this
morning from the German ambassa-
dor here: ‘Please dispel any distrust
that may subsist on the part of the

in case of armed conflict with Bel-
gium, Germany will unhder no preten-

Itory. The sincerity of this declara-
‘llon is borne out by the fact that we
|have golemnly pledged our word to
| Holland strictly to respect her neu-
trality.
‘not profitably annex Belgian territory
[without making torritorial
tion at the expense of Holland.
‘ “Please impress upon Sir Edward
Grey that the German army could not
remain exposed to a French attack
across Belgium which was planned,
according to absolutely unimpeach-
able information. Germany has as a
consequence  disregarded Belgian
neutrality to prevent what means to
her a question of life and death—a
French advance through Belgium. "
Premier Asquith then said:
have to add thi. oz behalf of his ma-
jesty’s government: We cannot re-
gard this as In any sense a satisfac-
tory communication. We have in re-
ply repeated the request made last

The premier continued: “We un- ! here it was sald:
derstand that Belgium categorically |

that Belgium's |
neutrality be respected by Germany, |

British government with regard to|
our intentions by repeating most pos- !
ftively the formal assurance that even |

sions whatever annex Belgian terri-!

It is obvious that we could

acquisi- |

a semi-official statement published
“The Italian cabinet has decided
'Ithnt while some of the FEuropean
powers are at war, Italy ig at peace

conflict with Belgium, Germany will |today formally proclamied her m-,u-I

under no pretentions whatever annex |trality in the Furopean conflict., In|

|

with all the belligerents. Consequent-

1y the citizens anc subjects of the
kingdom of Italy are obliged to ob-
serve the duty of neutrality,”

—

JAPAN ISSUES ULTIMATUM

The Public of Chicago says: The
apan government which as early
as August 4 had voluntarily proclaim-
ed her intention to abide by Japan's
treaty with Great Britain and had
later reiterated this decision —gave
'on the 11th Japan's treaty obligations

, but

|with Great Britain as the reason for |

‘her not accepting China's suggestion
|that China, the United States and
|Japan should endeavor to mediate
the European conflict, On August
16 the following ultimatum was sent

| by Japan to Germany:

“We consider it highly important
and necessary in the present situation
| to take measures to remove the causes

‘of all the disturbances of the peace

in the far east and to gafeguard the

'general interests, as contemplated by !

the agreement of alllance between
Japan and Great Britain,

In order to secure a firm and en-
during peace in eastern Asia, the es-

anese government sincerely believes
it to be its duty to give the advice to
the imperial German government to
carry out the following two proposi-
tivns:

First—To withdraw immedlately
from Japanese and Chinese walers
German men-of-war and armed ves-
sels of all kinds, and to disarm at
once those which cannot be so with-
drawn.

Second—To deliver on a date nol

later than September 15 to imperial |

Japanese authorities, without condi-
tion or compensation, the entire
leased territory of Kiauchou, with a
view to the eventual restoration of
the same to China.

The fimperial Japanesa govern-
!ment announces at the same time
that, in the event of it not recelving

by noon on August 23, 1914, an an-|

gwer from the imperial German gov-
~ernment sgignifying its unconditional
acceptance of the above advice offer-
‘ed by the imperial Japanese govern-
‘ment, Japan will be compelled to
| take such aection as she may deem
necessary to meet the gituation.”

_——

ENGLAND, RUSSIA, AND FRANCE
SIGN AGREEMENT

!
| A London cablegram dated Sept. 5,

says: Russia, France, and Great Brit-
ain today signed an agreement that
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tablishment of which is the aim of
the said agreement, the imperial Jap-

week to the German government that none of the three would make peace
it should give us the same assurance without the consent of all three na-
regarding Belgian neutrality as was tions. Following is the text of the
given to us by France last week. We protocol:

have asked that the German reply to |
that request and a satisfactory an-

“The undersigned, duly author-|
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swer to our telegram of this morning
ghould be given before midnight to-|
night.”

Later in the day, August 4 the
British foreign office issued the fol-|
lowing statement:

“Owing to the summary rejection
by the German government of the re-
quest made by his Britannic Majesty’s
government that the neutrality of
Belgium should be respected, his
majesty's ambassador at Berlin hns}
received his passports, and his ma-
jesty’'s government has declared to
the German government that a state
of war exists between Great Britain
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