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The Commoner

back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them that
bave reaped and enter into the ears of the Lord
of Sabaoth!” These words rang in his ears as a
condemnation of the system by which he had
grown rich, and which could not be bettered by
‘welfare work,” which he despised, or gifts to
charity, which he made even while he despised
them, but by the extirpation of monopoly-—and
of land monopoly first, as the mother of all
monopoly.”
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MORAL EDUCATION IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The question of moral education in the public
schools is becoming a vital one in many sections
of this country and of other countries. That the
American school can exert a greater influence in
promoting higher ethical standards than it does
at present is the opinion of many of the think-
ing men and women of the nation. Speaking on
this subject, the Milwaukee News says:

“Recently, a gentleman from London has been
glving a series of lectures on this subject in our
city, Indeed, he has been covering the entire
United States during the past several months,
coming as the representatives of the Moral Edu-
cation League of London.

“He maintainsg that moral education, the edu-
cation of the heart, has been neglected in our
schools, and that the mind has been made the
gubject of improvement and that character has
been almost wholly lost sight of. In a demo-
cratic state, especially, he maintaing that this is
a national calamity.

“Of course, moral instruction should be non-
sectarian. It should maintain a strict neutral-
ity toward all religious faiths. This, of all
things, would be absolutely required by the very
genius of our institutions.

“It might not be necessary to redirect educa-
tion away from mere business and intelligence,
but greater emphasis should be given to moral
instruction.

“Instruction in abstract notions of right and
wrong, regard for the feelings of others, for the
feelings of dumb animals, for reverence to age,
these are a few of the many subjects which might
properly engage the attention of our teachers.
The instructional body is now required to be of
good moral character. Would the teaching of
some of the fundamentals of that requirement be
incompatible with the spirit of our institutions?
The belief is strong, and is surely growing, that
it would not.

“The subject has its dangers. But they are
not considerable. The instruction can be prop-
erly safeguarded. The religious rights and be-
liefs of no one need be invaded. And this, per-
haps, is the greatest fear to be met.

“The absence and the need of character in our
public education is so apparent, that the proposi-
tion to give some of the fundamentals of moral
instruction comes to us with peculiar force and a

strong appeal.”
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A “SAFETY FIRST" MOVEMENT

- A new phase of the ''safety first’”” movement
is described in a special dispatch to the Phila-
delphia North American, as follows:

“Workmen frequenting drinking places com-
ing to or going from their work will be replaced
by non-drinking men as rapidly as possible.

“That notice, posted in the American Car and
Foundry company's plant at Berwick, Pa., has
resulted in a marked decrease in accidents
among the 5,000 men employed there, It was
put up following the visit to Berwick of the
Rev. Dr., Henry W. Stough, evangelist, who con-
ducted a vigorous crusade against the drink evil.

“‘We did not until the last three months
recognize that the drinking habit was responsible
for a lot of our accidents,’” said W. 8. Johnson,
general superintendent. ‘We had a general
awakening in this town through the efforts of
the evangelist, Doctor Stough. Since the begin-
ning of his campaign against '‘booze’ the acci-
dents in our plant have been reduced over 30 per
cent.' "’

When in 1796 there was talk of war with
Spain because of the United States’ attitude
towards the Greeks, Thomas Jefferson said: “If
Spain chooses to consider our defense against
savage butchery as a cause of war, we must
meet har also in war, with regret, but without
fear; and we shall be happier to the last moment
to repair with her to the tribunal of peate and
reason.” Recent events at Washington prove
that the spirit of democracy still prevails in our
international relations.

President Wilson on Mexican Affairs

Address of the president of the United States,
delivered at a joint session of the two houses of

congress, April 20, 1914:

Gentlemen of the Congress: It is my duty to
call your attention to a situation which has

arisen in our dealings with General Victoriano -

Huerta at Mexico City which ecalls for action,
and to ask your advice and cooperation In act-
ing upon it. On the 9th of April a paymaster
of the U, 8. 8. Dolphin landed at the Iturbide
Bridge landing at Tampico with a whaleboat
and boat's crew to take off certain supplies
needed by his ship, and while engaged in load-
ing the boat was arrested by an officer and
squad of men of the army of General Huerta.
Neither the paymaster nor anyone of the boat's
crew was armed. Two of the men were In the
boat when the arrest took place and were obliged
to leave it and submit to be taken into custody,
notwithstanding the fact that the boat carried,
both at her bow and at her stern, the flag of the
United States. The officers who made the arrest
was proceeding up one of the streets of the
town with his prisoners when met by an officer
of higher authority, who ordered him to return
to the landing and await orders; and within an
hour and a half from the time of the arrest
orders were received from the commander of the
Huertista forces at Tampico for the release of
the paymaster and his men. The release was
followed by apologies from the commander and
later by an expression of regret hy General
Huerta himself, General Huerta urged that
martial law obtained at the time at Tampico:
that orders had been issued that no one ghould
be allowed to land at the Iturbide Bridge; and
that our sallors had no right to land there. Our
naval commanders at the port had not been noti-
fled of any such prohibition; and, even if they
had been, the only just‘fiable course open to the
local authorities would have been to request the
paymaster and his crew to withdraw and to
lodge a protest with the commanding officer of
the fleet. Admiral Mayo regarded the arrest as
80 serious an affront that he was not satisfied
with the apologies offered, but demanded that
the flag of the United States be saluted with
special ceremony by the military commander of
tha port.

The incident can not be regarded as a trivial
one, especially as two of the men arrested were
taken from the bhoat itgelf—that is to say from
the territory of the United States—but had it
stood by itself it might have been attributed to
the ignorance or arrogonce of a single officer,
Unfortunately, it was not an isolated case. A
series of incidents have recently occurred which
can not but create the impression that the ren-
resentatives of General Huerta were willing to
go out of their way to show disregard for the
dignity and rights of this government and [felt
perfectly safe in doing what they pleased, mak-
ing free to show in many ways their irritaton
and contempt. A few days after the incident at
Tampico an orderly from the U. 8. 8. Minnesota
was arrested at Vera Cruz while aghore in uni-
form to obtain the ship’s mail, and was for a
time thrown in jail. An official dispatch from
this government to its embassy at Mexico City
was withheld by the authorities of the tele-
graphie gervice until peremptorily demanded by
our charge d'affairs in person. 8o far as [ can
learn, such wrongs and annoyances have been
suffered to occur only against representatives
of the United States. I have heard of no com-
plaints from other governments of similar treat-
ment. Subsequent explanations and formal
apologies did not and could not alter the pop-
ular impression, which it is possible it had been
the object of the Huertista authorities to create,
that the government of the United Staes was
being singled out, and might be singled out with
impunity, for slights and affronts in retaliation
for its refusal to recognize the pretemsions of
General Huerta to be regarded as the constitu-
tional provisional president of the republic of
Mexico.

The manifest danger of such a situation was
that such offenses might grow from bad to worse
until something happened of so gross and in-
tolerable a sort as to lead directly and inevitably
to armed conflict. It was necessary that the
apologies of General Huerta and his representa-
tives should go much further, that they should
be such as to attract the attention of the whole
population to their significance, and such as to

impress upon General Huerta himseolf the neces-
sity of seeing to it that no further occagion for
explanations and professed regrets should arise.
I, therefore, felt It my duty to sustain Admiral
Mayo in the whole of his demand and to insist
that the flag of the United States should be salut-
ed in such a way as to indicate & new spirit and
attitude on the part of the Huertistas.

Such a salute General Huerta has refused,
and I have come to ask your approval and sup-
port in the course | now purpose to pursue.

This government can, I earnestly hope, in no
circumstances be forced into war with the people
of Mexico. Mexico is torn by civil strife. If we
are to accept the tests of its own constitution, it
has no government. General Huerta has set his
power up in the City of Mexico, such as it is,
without right and by methods for which there
can be no justification, Only part of the coun-
try i8 under his control. [If armed conflict
should unhappily come as a result of his atti-
tude of personal resentment toward this gov-
ernment, we should be fighting only General
Huerta and those who adhere to him and give
him their support, and our object would be only
to restore to the people of the distracted repub-
lic tho opportunity to set up again their own
laws and their own government.

But I earnestly hopo that war Is not now in
question. 1 belleve that 1 speak for the Ameri-
can people when | say that we do not desire
to control in any degree the affairs of our sister
republic. Our feeling for the people of Mexico
is one of deep and genuine friendship, and
everything that we have so far done or re-
frained from do'ng has proceeded from our de-
siro to help them, not to hinder or embarrass
them. We would not wish even to exercise the
good offices of friendship without their welcome
and consent. The people of Mexico are entitled
to settle their own domestic affairs in their own
way, and we sincerely desire to respect thelr
right. The present gituation need have none of
the grave implications of Interference if we deal
with it promptly, firmly and wisely.

No doubt T could do what is necessary in the
circumstances to enforce respect for our govern-
ment without recourse to the congress, and ye*
not exceed my constitutional powers as presf-
dent; but I do not wish to act In a matter pos-
sibly of so grave consequence except in cloge
conferenco and cooperation with both the senala
and house. I, therefore, come to ask your ap-
proval that T should use the armed forces of the
United States in such ways and to such an ex-
tent as may be necessary to obta'n from General
Huerta and his adherents the fullest recognition
of the rights and dignity of the United States,
even amidst the distressing conditions now un-
happily obtaining In Mexico.

There can in what we do be no thought »f
aggression or of selfish aggrandizement. Wa
seek to maintain the dignity and authority of
the United States only because we wish always
to keep our great influence unimpaired for the
uses of liberty, both in the United States and
wherever else it may be employed for the bene-
fit of mankind.

THE PLEA OF THE DISINHERITED

The following extract from & speech delivered
by Tiberius Gracchus about 133 B. C. shows that
injusatice always bears the same evil fruit:

“The wild beasts of Italy®* have their caves
to retire to, but the brave men who spill their
blood in her cause have nothing left but air and
light. Without houses, without settled habita-
tions, they wander from place to place with their
wives and children; and their generals do but
mock them when, at the head of their armies,
they exhort their men to fight for thelir sep-
ulchers and the gods of their hearths, for among
such numbers perhaps there is not one Roman
who ha’ an altar that has belonged to his an-
cestors or a sepulcher in which their ashes rest.
The private soldlers fight and die to advaace
the wealth and Tuxury of the great, and they
are called masters of the world without having
& sod to call their own."

Note.—*Plutarch says this speech by Tiberiug
Gracchus “filled the people with enthusiastic
fury, and none of his adversaries durst pretead
to answer him.”” Smith, in his “Dictionary.,”
refers to it as “‘a noble specimen of the deeply
felt and Iimpressive eloquence with which
Gracchus addressed the people in those days.”




