
I

The Commoner '- - VOL. 44, NO. 5
6

President Wilson Truly Jeffersonian
Collier's Weekly lias given Its hearty endorse-

ment to the following political principle enunci-
ated by President Wilson:
' "But I feel confident that if Jefferson were

living 1 i our day, ho would see what we seo . . .

and that, therefore, law in our day must come to
tho assistance of the individual . . . Without
watchful interference, the resolute interference
of tho government, there can bo no fair play be-

tween individuals and such powerful institutions
as tho trusts. Freedom today is something more
than being lot alone."
' Collier's suggests that this Is antagonistic to
tlio advico givon by Jefferson to the effect that
wo should logislato as little as possible. But
there is no conflict. What is possible, in the
sense in which Jefferson uses tho word, depends
b tho conditions that are to bo met. It is wise
lto expend as little energy as possible in hauling
a' load, but tho load has to be hauled and you
must Uso tho horse-now- er necessary, even if tho
'moving of tho load requires a mogul engine.
Sp in legislation. Jefferson was right in saying

f

that Wo should legislate as little as possible, but
x '

Jefferson never denied tho right of the people,
"acting through government, to have as much

4 'legislation as is actually necessary.
l( l A change has taken place since Jefferson lived

' a change which he would bo tho first to recog--
r'bi?Q if ho were alive today, lie was opposed to

private monopoly so much so that it was
4'8ome time before ho would consent to the giv- -
,' ing of a patent. Wo all recognize at this time
,'that tho patent is wisely devised to encourage

invention. Tho man who gives a new idea to the
world confers a benefit upon society, and society
would ha ungenerous, if not absolutely unjust,
to refuse such protection as would enable him
to secure a compensation commensurate with

, ,tho benefit conferred.
Jefferson's position is referred to only to show

how carefully he guarded the rights of the peo

'

CIRCULATING THE COMMONER

The following friends havo joined in the plan
Outlined for the purpose of circulating The
Commoner among tho voters in their districts,
and have ordered subscription cards In number
as follows:
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G; II. A. Humphrey, Minn., 5; P. p. Young, Mo"
5; W. E. Robinson, Mo., 5; I. F. Ellington, Mo!!
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ple. No one who is familiar with his views on

tho subject of monopoly would doubt for a
minute that ho would, if advising us today, urgo
legislation AND ALL THE LEGISLATION
NECESSARY for the restraining of every hand
uplifted for a neighbor's injury. It is entirely
probable that had his life been prolonged until
today he would have been able to save the coun-

try from some of the laws under which mon-

opolies have come into existence. His maxim
"Legislate as little as possible" would surely
have been applied in the opposing of legislation
which permitted the creation of corporations so

littlo restrained that they have wrought great
injustice to their weaker competitors.

It is mockery of Jefferson and dishonor to his
name to suppose that he would object to legisla-
tion aimed at private monopoly or designed for

, the protection of the God-ma- de man in his new
unequal competition with the man-ma- de giant
called the corporation. It is the spirit of Jeffer-
son that we should rever:. The application of
Jeffersonian principles may differ from time to
time, but the principles endure.- - Jefferson was
a friend of the people and he fought all privilege
and favoritism. His name can be invoked in
support of all legislation, however numerous the
laws and however wide the scope, if that legis-
lation is necessary for the safeguarding of the
rights of man. He would not be deceived by the
special pleading of those who, having secured
privileges to which they are not entitled, now
cry "hands off" whenever an oppressed people
begin the work of remedying abuses.

The president is Jeffersonian in his point of
view, Jeffersonian in his intellectual grasp and
Joffersonlan in the courage which he displays.
Ho cannot bo accused of heresy nor of departure
from t) beaten path which the 'great father of
democracy laid out and in which the true demo-
crats have walked throughout the" years. " '

W. J. BRYAN.
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5; John Fletcher, Mo., 5; F. R. Cookran, Pa.,' 5;
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AS THE FLAG GOES BY.

Off with your hat as the flag goes by
And let the heart have its say,

You're man enough for a tear in your eye
That Will not wipe away.

You're man enough for a thrill that goes
To your very finger tips.

Ay! the lump just then in your throat that rose
Spoke more than your parked lips.

Lift up the boy op your shoulders high,
And show him the faded .shred

Those stripes would be red as the sunset sky,
If Death could have dyed them red.

The man that bore it with Death has lain
These fifty years and more.

He died that the work should not be vain
Of men who bore it before;

The man that bears it is bent and old,
And ragged his beard and gray, -

--.

But look at his eye-fir- e young and bold, "

At the tune he hears them play.

The old tune thunders through all. the air,
And strikes right into the heart, '.

If ever it calls for you, boy, be there
Be there and'.ready to start. - ,

. "

Off with your hat as the flag goes by, ;

'"-- .Uncover,. the youngster's head,
Teach him to hold, it holy and high :, -

-- .' For the sake of. its sacred dead.' .; '

Tom Moore.

"Never .before has the United S.tates sunk so
low in its , relations with other ..countries,"
shrieked the Hon. Curtis Guild, of Boston just
before Latin America offered its services as a
mediator and Germany and England began put-
ting pressure on Huerta. The New, York World
left nothing more to be said about critics of the
administration diplomacy when it commented
thus': "Mr.-- Guild "cannot be proud of 'a Country
in whic- '- he no longer holds public office."

A lull in. the Mexican news enabled the news-
papers to get Vincent Astor and Miss-Huntingto-

n

safely married. The- - young man's' principal
claim to front page positionMs that his father's
sudden death burdened 'him, at ah early age,
with more money than anyone man -- ought to
have. ' It is still" an open question whether the
newspapers devote, so ..riiuch space to our home
aristocracy .because .the news editors are snobs
or because they think their readers are. '

. The Rock Island railroad defaulted a few days
ago in the payment of its. semi-annu- al interest
on a four per cent gold .'.bond issue. The fact
that the announcement came on the same day
that the request of .the railroads tonncrease their
freight rates was submitted to the interstate
commerce commission is looked 'upon in some
quarters as being something more than a coinci-
dence. There, is more than one way of getting
evidence into the record.

The remarkable unanimity of public sentiment
behind President Wilson in every movement
made in handling the Mexican situation is an-
other proof of the fact that the p61iticians and
the sensational newspaper editors have lost
their old hold on the people. Supremely con-
fident that the president's judgment and patriot-
ism could be trusted, they have signed blank ap-
provals of his course and gone about their every
day business.

lhe announcement that the administration
had perfected its plans for curbing the,trust evil
must have been a sad blow td thosl cocksure

ashingtQii newspaper correspondents who were
sending out the information some weeks ago
that nothing would be done with the question at
this session of congress. They were so certain
01 Jt that they seemed to have deceived the same
wall street fellows from whom the story first
emanated.

The administration has once more proved thatuie best way to secure peace is to indicate thatit is peace that is really wanted. Mr. Wilsongave no stronger proof of his real desires thanwhen he accepted the mediation of the A.B.C.
confederation at the very, hour that he Was
ousiest in his preparations for war.

.Mik,


