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publics. Rt. Rev. .Charles W. Cur- -,

rier, recently appointed bishop p'f
Matanzas, Cuba, delivered a sermon
of deep significance to those present.
At the luncheon, where a large com-
pany sat down as the. guest of the RV
Rev. Mgr. Russell,, rector of St. Pat-
rick's, the peace note that had been
sounded in the sermon of the mass
was emphasized in speeches by Sec-
retary Bryan and others. Toasts,
were also responded to by Cardinal
Gibbons, Ambassador De Gama and,
Director General Barrett.

A new phase of the cost of living
problem was brought to the attention
of Secretary Houston, of the depart-
ment of agriculture, when T. P. Gill,
secretary of the Irish board of agri-
culture, told him that speculators in
the large cities of the United States
were actively buying up this year's
short American potato crop and plan-
ning to hold out for high prices,
counting on the existing quarantine
against potatoes from many foreign
countries to aid them.

The Interstate Commerce commis-
sion's accident bulletin just issued,
for the quarter ending June SO, 1913,
shows that, as compared with the re-
turns of the corresponding quarter of
1912, there was a total increase of
140 in the number of persons killed
and of 8,283 in the number of in-

jured in railroad accidents of all
kinds in. the United States.

The senate confirmed the
of L. E. Pinkham of. Massa-

chusetts, to be governor of Hawaii.

The initial step of the democratic-nationa- l

administration toward legis-
lation designed to meet the high cost
of living situation and regulate inter-
state shipments of cold storage pro-
ducts and the .manipulation of the
price of food products was taken In
the house of representatives, Novem-
ber 29, when an elaborate bill cover-
ing these matters was introduced by
Representative McKellar of, Tennes-
see. The measure was drafted, after
Mr. McKellar had held a series of
conferences with Attorney General
McReynolds, who has beua the cost
of living investigation to ascertain
whether there have been violations
of the anti-tru- st law that m ' be
prosecuted under existing statutes.
Conferences Nvere also held with Sec-
retary Houston of the department of
agriculture. The measure, which was
referred to the committee' on inter-
state and foreign commerce, covers
the question along five general lines;,
and is intended to '(1) prohibit inter-
state transportation of shipments of
certain food products; (2) prohibit
the transportation and sale of adul-
terated or misbranded food products;
(3) regulate traffic in these products;
(4) define and regulate cold storage;
(5) regulate dealing in cold storage
food products and to fix penalties for
violation. Fixing prices or interfer-
ing in any manner with he ordinary
rules of competition is also pro
hibited. Any person or firm offering
for sale any cold storage product as
a fresh product would be fined $100
to $1,000 and imprisoned from three
to six months upon conviction.

Raw wool went on the free list De-

cember 1 under the provisions of the
new tariff act. Figures on wool that
has been held in bonded w irehouses
waiting admission free of duty are
not available, but it ic estimated that
probably $1,000,000 worth was in
bond in New York alone.

A decision of far-reachi- ng import-
ance to owners of railroad securities
was rendered by the United States
supreme court, which upheld the uni-
form system of accounting prescribed
by the1 Interstate Commerce commis-
sion for railroads. The effect of this

The Commo
decision is tha,t all railroads mustadopt the same system of bookkeep-ing and that this system will be pre-
scribed by members of the InterstateCommerce commission.

President Wilson withdrew fromentry 45,720 acres of public land in
Southern California, believed to bo
valuable for oil. In western Mon-
tana 120,000 acres of supposed coal
lands were opened.

Budget estimates submitted to con-
gress by the several government es-
tablishments were $1,108,081,777.

Representative Park, of Georgia,
introduced a bill in the house to pro-
vide for one-ce- nt letter postage.

T

Victory for the administration
forces in the first test of strength on
the currency reform bill marked the
session of the .senate, December 15.
The vote was 40 to 35, and tabled a
substitute offered by Senator Hitch-
cock for section two of the admini-
stration bill proposing a system of
four regional banks, with a possible
increase to eight, the regional bank
stock to be owned by the public. The
defeat of this amendment practically
assured the adoption of the Owen
plan, which provides for from eight
to twelve regional banks, with the
stock owned by the national banks
that may become members of the re-
spective regional banks. The result
of the test vote indicated the com-
plete success of the administration
measure within a short time.

The house voted down a bill to au-

thorize experiments in tarrying mail
by aeroplane.

President Wilson has been con-
fined to his room with an aggravated
cold. Most of the time , he has re-
mained in' tied on the advice of hfs
physician, chiefly as a measure of
precaution to insure complete rest
and rapid recovery.

Among the decisions arded down
by the United States supreme court,
December 1, were the following: Up-

holding the application to mining
companies of the corporation tax im-

posed by the Payne-Aldric- h law;
holding unlawful the practice of pub
lishers who fix the retail price of
books and require dealers to sell at
that price on penalty of being shut
out of the book market; upholding
the Illinois child labor law which
makes 'the employer responsible for
minors under' 10 years of ago even
when they have represented them-
selves as over that age; and uphold
ing as no interference with inter-
state commerce, state laws levying
occupation taxes on local agents of
credit reporting companies.

The department of state evidenced
its desire to house American repre-
sentatives abroad in buildings fur-

nished by the government in asking
for $150,000 for the purchase of a
site and construction of an embassy
building in Mexico City; $140,0C0 for
the purchase of a site and construc-
tion of a building for the legation at
Berne, Switzerland, and $150,000
for the construction of an embassy
building on ground now owned by
the United States at Tokio.

Secretary of the Treasury McAdoo
ARtlmates that he will need $1,500,.
nnn in onUeoA. the income tax. He--

says an increase is necessary, because
the tax collection machinery will be
perfected by the time the appropria-
tion is made, and because investiga-
tions will be made to datermine the
cases of taxes withheld in previous
years.

The budget estimates for the main-

tenance of, the various government
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NO REST FOR THE WEARY' ; '.

From the Philadelphia Public Ledger.

establishments, submitted December
1, are $22,8G4,0G7 in excess of the

maximum weight of par-
cels to all beyond

appropriations for the last fiscal year, , was increased from 11 to 20 pounds,
but their total falls $39,255,000 be-- j The approved changes .n and
low the estimates for that year. The j weights to be in effect January i,
estimates are as follows: Legislative 1914, except fcr booIiB. On March
establishment, $7,533,331; executive 10, 1914, the classification of articles
establishment, $30,089,208; judicial mailable under the pa el post act
establishment, $1,241,110; postofliccjbe extended ho as to include books,
department, including parcel post, jThe rate of postage on books welgh-$300,953,1- 17;

department of agricul- - ing eight ounces or less will remain
ture, $19,001,332; foreign inter- - two cents for each ounce or fraction
course, ?4,447,U4z; military estau-- , tnereor, but on hooks In excess of
lishment, $105,937,54 4; naval es-- l eight ounces the regular zone rates
tablishment, $139,831,953; Indian
affairs, $10,208,805; pensions, $109,-150,00- 0;

public works, $97,917,592;
miscellaneous, $84,393,213; perma-
nent annual appropriations,

The first regular session the reported to the
congress began promptly at noon, De-

cember 1. The extraordinary session
congress, the longest In history,

was virtually ended November
when the house adjoir .ed, though

for--7r;
..ri A." several
of his gavel the

of one session and the
of another.

house on
and post roads agreed to report

bill
for village delivery
service.

General
to increase the weight limits

of parcel in the first
and second zones from 20 to 50
pounds, to admit books to the parcel
post to reduce rates in the third,
fourth, fifth sixth zones, were

by the commls- -

sion. The
zones the second

rates

will

post

will apply.

LegilatIon preliminary to govern-
ment of or long-
distance lines, or both,

be included in the annual post- -.

office appropriation bill soon to bb
of 03d house.

of
29,

Practical trial of government
of i all way mail cars Is

proposed in bill which the housei?5j!f.hSri!:!iS7pr.'TrJS
TAi "in .vtm ;:;flinn appropriate $100,000 purchase

..7l"..i,i r, , m i and operation of cars.
announced termina-

tion beginning

The committee postoffices
fav-

orably a appropriating $200,000
experimental

Postmaster Burleson's pro-

posals
packages

and
and

approved Interstate- -

ownership telegraph
telephone

may

ownership
a

A delegation of more than two
thousand men and women, repre- -
RP.nt.inf? PVPrv utntc nnrl iorrUnrv It
the Union, presented to congress a
resolution demanding an amendment
to the federal constitution providing
for the prohibition of the manufac-
ture and sale cf intoxicating liquors.

A caucus of the democratic con-
gressmen from Pennsylvania en-
dorsed Congressman Palmer for gov-
ernor of that state.

The Union Pacific announced an
8C-ho- ur schedule from New Ynr' to
San Francisco, to prevent the Santa
Fe from taking its mail contract. t"
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