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The Commoner

The Man in the White House

President Wilson's administration has pro-
ceeded far enough to enable the public to de-
termine the point of view from which he ex-
amines public questions and, to his credit, it
may be sald that it is exactly the point of view
from which he promised to examine public ques-
tions. First, as to the matter of appointments.
He has looked at applications for office with a
view to securing efficiency. He has not been
lacking in appreciation of political services ren-
dered during the campaign: but, true to his
theory that the welfare of all the people should
be placed above favors to a few, he has ingisted
that no one should aspire to a position who is
not able to fill it to the satisfaction of the public.

It is not always easy to turn down the applica-
tion of a loyal and zealous supporter, but this is
often necessary for obligations of support are
not necessarily reciprocal; that is, a man does
not necessarily earn an office by supporting one
who exercises appointing power. It is only fair
to assume that a citizen in casting his vote and
in exerting himself on behalf of a candidate is
actuated by a desire to advance the public wel-
fare and to secure the enactment and enforce-
ment of laws that will promote the general good.
If that is true, he is fully repaid when the person
he supports uses his influence to advance the
principles and policies to which he was pledged.
A man who would, before election, demand the
promise of an office before doing campaign work,
would be regarded as unfit for the office. Why,
then, should he, after the election, make his com-
mendation of the official dependent upon his
receiving individual reward?

It is not meant to convey the idea that political
services should not count; they ought to count.
Appointees should, as far as possible, have fitness
plus political merit. But this does not justify
appointments where one has political merit with-
out fitness, It is not to be expected that the
president will be able to avold mistakes in his
attempts to combine political reward with a
crrupulous regard for the needs of the publie
service. It must be remembered that the presi-
dent ean not know personally any large per-
centage of the great number of persons ap-
pointed. He must rely upon Information fur-
nished him, and even those who are most trust-
worthy may advise unwisely, first, because they
can not be personally acquainted with all appli-
cants, and second, because they may vield to the
temptation to reward personal friends or per-
sonal supporters to the exclusion of more de-
serving men. As to appointments generally, it
will be conceded that the president has suc-
ceeded as well as any well-informed person
would have hoped.

The first economic question which the presi-
dent took up was the tariff question. It is fortu-
nate for the public that the man in the Whits
House Is the champion of the taxpayers rather
than of the taxeaters. He has steadfastly in-
sisted upon the writing of a bill in the interest
of the consumers rather than in the interest of
those who have been the beneficiaries of pro-
tection.

It is not an easy matter to resist the lmpor-
tunities of those who clamor for legislative aid.
They are men of standing in the business com-
munity and are able to present thelr arguments
foreibly, and they have the advantage, too, of
presenting them in what is largely an ex parte
guit., The man upon whom the tariff burden
falls Is not in Washington; he Is at home trying
to make enough money to pay his share of the
taxes,

The beneficlary, however, is always present.
He is a master of mathematics, especlally iIn
addition and multiplication. The chlef business
of the protected manufacturer has been to manu-
facture statistics showing that he should have
an increase In the tariff when the republicans
are in power and that he can not stand any de-
crease when the democrats are in power, It is
not strange that the public should be overreached
in the making of a tariff law, even when the
legislator is consclentiously trying to be fair and
impartial as between the two classes affected by
the law, namely, the collector of tribute and the
tribute bearer. It Is much more difficult to
secure a just law when the legislator Is swayed
from the path of duty either by promises made
to ‘the beneflciaries of protection, or obligated
to these beneficiaries by fnancial ald given, or
awed By the threats which these beneficfaries
émploy. The president has shown much more
than 'ordinary knowledge of the subject, and
much more than ordinary firmness in the advice

which he has given to those who prepared the
tariff bill now before congress. The "“wool men"
and the “sugar men”™ made the greatest fight for
the retenilon of the advantages given by pro-
tection, but a large number of protected interests
contended less consplcuously but scarcely less
earnestly for the retention of tariff rates desired
by them,

The tarif law promises to be more than a
reasonable fulfillment of the hopes excited by
democratic promises, and the president will be
entitled to a large share of the credit, both for
the rapid progress made and for the measure
of perfection attained.

But if the president has shown himself on the
slde of the people in dealing with appointments
and with the tariff question, he has proven it
even more conclusively by the manner in which
he has dealt with the currency question. He
has been patient, persistent and courageous.
He has dared to advise chanwes in the currency
law which will be very advantageous to the
banks, and yet he has resolutely refused to
countenance any surrender of the people's right
to control the issue of money. The line between
government paper and bank paper is clearly
defined, and the opinions on either side are firmly
held. The president bhas not hesitated to take
his position on the side of the people and to insist
upon the sovereign right of the government to
issue and control paper intended to circulate as
money.

The demand for immediate action on the cur-
rency question was largely supported by those
who took the banks' view on the subject of
issue, and they were quite positive that no bill
could pass that did not enlarge the note-issuing
privileges enjoved by the banks. With that firm
reliance upon the triumph of the right which has
been his safety on so many oceasions, he risked
the ficht along the lines which he has laid down
and is already assured of the success of the
measure,

The great Englizsh poet has assured us that
“he is thrice armed who hath his quarre! just.”
The strength which comes from the espousing
of the righteons side of any cause is not always
sufficiently considered. The president has con-
fidence In the people and confidence in the
people's side of the question. He therefore at-
tempts things which would not be thought pos-
gible by those who have not learned to have faith
in the wisdom of doing right. Six months have
pazsed—months great with achievement because
they have laid the foundation for large reforms,
and the secret of the president’s triumph thus
far is to be found in the fact that his viewpoint
is the viewpoint of the people, and his sole con-
cern, their welfare W. J. BRYAN

The New School Year

The schools have opened for a new year. No
one can doubt it who sees the troupes of children
on their way to the school room, all bearing
evidence of a mother’s patient care. A sight of
the merry, bright-faced children who are equip-
ping themselves for life’s serious work ought
to be a cure for pessimism. A school census
showing the number of the boyvs and girls at
gtudy is a guaranty as to the nation's future.
The course of instruction, beginning with the
kindergarten and ending with the university, Is
intended to cover about sixteen years of the life
of each generation—Iit seems a long time when
one looks forward to it, but it passes quickly
and happlly. There is no way in which these
vears can be better employed; no amount of
money that can be made during the years
covered by the school course can be as valuable
to the individual as the information collected
and the training secured. The interest paid by
a bank, the dividends earned on stocks and the
profits accruing from other Investments are
small compared with the returns which an edu-
cation yvields. Money is only valuable because
{t will buy other things, and there are some
things which money can not buy. Dollars will
not bring to the untutored mind a solace for
wasted opportunities.

One of the advantages of age s that it can
assume the right to give advice; let me use this
presumption and offer a word of counsel. To
the younger students, the most valuable thought
that ean be presented is that each lesson Is Im-
portant. We can find an {llustration in the
brick. A single brick s about as useless a thing
as ecan be imagised, but a large number of

bricks, properly laid together make a wall, and
the walls, Joined, make a house. If a brick I»
missing from the wall there Is a hole, and It
many are missing the holes are 20 numerous
that the wall becomes Insecure. A lesson may
be compared to a brick. A single lesson seems
unimportant, and yet the lessons properly joined
together form an education, and an education
Is of the bighest value. If we could look upon

an edacation as we can upon a wall, we would -

see the hole caused by a lesson missed. We can
not do this; but we do kunow that when many
lessons are missed the education is defected.
“Never miss a lesson” gshould be the motto dur-
ing the earller years until study has become &
pleasure, and then admonition I8 unoecessary.

The greatest danger that the intermediate
student has to encounter iz that of leaving
school before the course I8 completed. Soclety
ought to be able to rely upon the parent to keep
the child in school, and yet there are parents
who seem to be Ignorant of the value of sduca=
tion. Would any parent think of cutting off &
boy's arm and sending him out with one arm
to compete with boys who have two arms? Such
a thing could not be thought of—it would be too
cruel to be described by words. And yvet in this
age the father who dellberately deprives his son
of the opportunity to secure an education and
gends him out half educated to compete with the
bo¥s who are well educated I8 more cruel than
the father who would cut off his boy's arm.

But let us suppose that the student has
passed through the first and second stages, has
been careful to attend every recitation and has
completed the entire course, what then? 1s that
all? By no means.

An education is a means to an end, not an
end In itself. Whether the education will con-
tribute towards the happiness of the Individual
and towards his usefulness to the community
depends entirely upon his life's purpose. Just
as the rallway engine or the automobile can be
of great use when properly guided but can do
tremendous harm when not controlled, so the
education may be helpful or harmiul according
to the use made of it, Here again resort may
be had to an (llustration. The buzzard and the
bee may be taken as representing two views of
llle. The buzzard soars high bul : ever gels 80
high but that it is looking for something to
eat; when it dies it leaves nothing to make its
existence remembered. The bee, on the other
hand, has an instinet for sweetness: it Knows
where the honey Is. It feeds upon the best while
it lives and when it dies it leaves a monument
of honey to make the world zlad that it has
lived. The buzzard must be a buzzard, and we
can not blame it for It; the bee must be a ben
and deserves no credit for it; but man is free
to choose which he will imitate, the buzzard or
the bee. Some Imitate one and some the other.
There are those who, however high they gO, are
always looking for something to eat, something
to wear, something for themselves: when such
a one dies, the world is not grieved. There are
others who produce more than they consume,
and when they die leave ‘he world richer than
when they found it

To those who make the right use of educa-
tion it is a blessing without alloy. It makes one
a fit companion for himse!f and enlarges his
capacity for service. Aa one can not rightfully
draw from soclety a larger sum than that which
fairly measures the service which he renders,
an education Is valuable to its possessor because,
by Increasing the contribution which he can
make to society it Increases the reward that he
can legitimately draw from society. In a larger
sense, an education rightly used is of priceless
value; It enables its possessor to better meet the
responsibilities of life, better discharge the
duties Imposed by soclety and better fulfill the
destiny that his Creator has set before him.

May the children of those to whom The Com-
moner makes its monthly visits e~joy to the full
the benefit bestowed by our educational system
and then, feeling thelr indebtedness to society
for the advantages enjoyed, make full return in
service for that which they have received.

W. J. BRYAN.

The arguments employed by tLe republicas
party bave been refuted; Its plans have beem '

frustrated: its councils are divided. The tower
of Babel prasented scarcely less
tongues than a republican gathering,

The American newspapers which have, for
partisan purposes, been libeling the chautanqus-
will soon “feel the deserved contempt of the
Joreign editors who have been misled into re-
peating their falsehoods. 73
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