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the White House. The capitol build-
Ing, set high above the city, caught
the brunt of the wind, rain, hail and
lightning, The senate was in ses-
glon at the time and when the hail
ewept down on the plass roof of the
chamber with a roar that made the
transaction of business impossible, a
hurried recess was taken. The storm
created a near panic all over the city
during its short duration.

Physical valuation of the rallroads
of the United States by 'he Inter-
gtate commerce commission, will take
from five to reven years uy a spe-
cially organized corps of men and
will cost the government from ten
to fifteen million dollars or more, ac-
cording to plans of the commission
submitted to the house appropria-
tions commission. The commission
has also asked for an immediate ap-
propriation of $1,600,000 for the or-
igina! corps of engineers necessary
to undertake the work. The plan
contemplated the division of the
country into five districts, containing
approximately 60,000 miles of rall-
roand each,

Willinm Denman, of San Francis-
co, was appointed a special assistant
to Attorney General McReynolds to
prosecute pending and proposed suits
to recover the government's title to
millions of dollars worth of oil lands
In California, Wyoming and other
western states. The question in-
volves the legality of ex-President
Taft's sweeping oil lands withdraw-
als of 1909 to congerve the country's
oll resources and especlally to af-
ford the government a supply of fuel
oli for the United States navy.

The department of agriculture an-
nounces the selection of fifteen men
prominent in the protection of game
and other birds in various rections
of the country to advise the secre-
tary in framing regulations to make
the new federal protection of migra-
tory Dbirds effective. The act of
March 4 gives the federal govern-
ment jurisdiction over the migra-
tory birds of the United States.

Profesgor Charles ¥. Marvin has
been selected for chief of the weath-
er bureau to succeed Willis L. Moore,
recently removed. Profegsor Marvin
was chief of the Instrument divi-

- glon, and was appointed to theold

glgnal service in 1884 from Ohlo.
Under the new chief more attention
will be paid to weather reports and
forecasts as they affect or are likely
to affect agriculture and general
farming conditions throughout the
country,

A monumental legend, written in
great concrete letters on the face of
Culebra cut and telling the history
of the building of the Panama canal,
is the central feature of the plan of
the commission of fine arts for beau-
tifying the canal, The commission's
report was sent to the senate by the
president. The recommendations by
the committee were based on the ad-
vice of Daniel Chester French, sculp-
tor, and Francis L. Olmstead,
landscape artist, who visited the
isthmus early this year as a commit-
tee on architectural plang for the
beautification of the waterway,

Advices to the department of jus-
tice of attempts to perpetrate whole-
sale land frauds upon innocent peo-
ple throughout the entire west, espe-
cially in Oregon, brought forth a
vigorous warning to the public by
Assistant Attorney General Ernest
Knaebel and an announcement that
the government would spare no ef-
for to detect and punjsh the gFuilty
parties. According to Mr. Knaebel,
designing and unscrupulous persons
are making false representations to
the people for the settlement, which

- w18 lmpossible at this time, of more
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than two million acres of the so-
called Oregon and California rail-
road lands which the United States
district court of Oregon recently

ordered forfeited to the govern-
ment on the ground that the
ralilroad had violated conditions

of the grant. As the company will
appeal the issue will not be sgettled
until it reaches the supreme court,
and even if the government s suc-
cessful, no disposition can be made
of the lands uutil congress passes
epecial legislation for the purpose.
The public .was also being induced to
make applications to purchase from
the railroad company in order ‘o ac-
quire preference rights of purchase.
The Southern Pacific railroad has is-
sued a warning that no money will
be accepted by the company and no
prafarence granted pending the end
of the litigation.

The senate coufirmed the appoint-
ment of George Harold Todd of New
York to be assistant to the attorney
general of the United States.

The postmaster general has sn-
nounced that the “banking by mail”
feature would be introduced into the
postal savings system. This reform,
which has been under consideration
fom mama ttma will anable people liy-
fng In remote districts to avall them-

e ¢ the benefits of the system,
« A comnstitutional amendment pro-
hibiting the sale of all alcoholic bey-

abolished by Postmaster General
Burleson, Hereafter all undelivered
third and fourth-class matter which
has been heretofore sent to the di-
vision of dead letfers-will go to the
postoffice at the headquarters of the
raillway mail service of the division
in which the matter s destined.
There the matter 0" manifest value
will be held for one year, subject
to reclamation and then sold at auc-
tion. The postoffices which will
handle the dead letter mail are Bos-
ton, New York, Washington, Atlan-
ta, Cincinnati, Chicago, St. Louis,
San Francisco, Cleveland, St. Paul,
Ft. Worth, New Orleans, Seattle,
Omaha and Pittsburgh.

William J. Price of Danville, Ky,
has been selected by President Wil-
son for minister to Panama.

In order thit the farmers of the
United States may profit by the ex-
perience of the farmers of Europe,
Secretary of Agriculture Houslon has
decided to send abroad Dr. fhomas
N. Carver, head of the rural organi-
zation service and Bradford Knapp,
who .is in charge of ‘he farmers’ co-
operative demonstration work in the
south, One of the principal objects
of the trip will be the atudy of suec-
cessful co-operative schemes. They
will visit Ireland first, then Den-
mark and Saxony,

Colonel Mulball continued his tes-
timony during the past few weeks

erages was proposed in a resolution
introdneed in the house August 5 by
Representative Hobson of Alabama.

Secretary McAdoo announced that
wood pulp and paper would not be
admitted free of duty from Russia
under the “favored nation" agree-
ment, the commerce treaty between
the United States anl Russia' having
been abrogated. He said countries
with favored nation treaties with the
United States only were entitled to
free pulp and paper because that
provision was granted to Canaia. The
treasury department has acceptéd the
principle, but for the time being it
applies only to Norway, Austria,
|Iluugur:.' and Russia,
| The annual “dead letter” sgales,
which have been an annual feature
'of Washington for years, have been

befpre the senate lobby investization
‘('m‘mnittm‘ regarding the alleged po-
litical work of the National Assocla-
tion of Manufacturers. Some of his
charges, implicating many prominent
| punbliec men in the past and
political life of the nation,
' 8ational in the extreme, but as vet
'sufficient evidence has not been in-
troduced to prove the truth of his
|eharges. On one ocecasion Colonel
| Mulhall eollapged under pressure of
the constant fire of qQuestions aimed
|at him by members of the commit-
|tee and pleaded for a short respite
from the gruelling examination.

1nr'esent
Lre sen-

The house lobby investigating com-
mittee got under way August 5 with
Louls Seibold, who prepared the ex-
posures of Martin M, Mulhall for the
New York World, as the first witness
testifying as to the public state-

—

ments and otherwige laying founda-
tions for the cross examination of
Mulhall. Mr, Seibold said 1. in-
vestigation made by the New York
World as to the truth of the M.
hall charges had been confined to es-
tablishing the authenticity of

Lhe
documenta and did not go (o mpp
truth of the charges they contained.

Seibold’'s testimony was inter
to allow James E, Emery,
sel for the manufacturers, to identify
letters and legal documents, [js.
cussing the list of public men classi-
fled as those whom the national as-
sociation of manufacturers had no
difficulty in “reaching and influenc.
ing for business, political or 8y mpa-
thetic reasens,” Mr. Seibold teati-
fied he had no purpose of implying
any ‘“moral obliquity” or “legisla.
tive impropriety” to the men men-
tioned. “The basis for this list,™
sald Mr. Seibold, “was the Mulhall
letters, his personal narrativ. and
statements he made to me.” fle told
the committee that 400 or 500 pew
letters had been discovered.

ripted
of coun-

Examination of Martin M. Mulhall,
self-styled lobbyist for the national
association of manufacturers, was
postponed August 7 unti! Monday,
August 11, at the request of Mulhall,

| who announced that in a few duys

previous he h d discovered in his
files in Baltimore some 200 addl-
tional letters bearing on national
politics, and believed that if given
a few days he would be able to find
more. He pronounced the letters
found important,

Complaints from many railroads
against alleged inadequate compen-
sation for increased weight of malil
matter under the parcel post sys-
tem has culminated in a notice to
the postoffice department from the
Toledo, :St.. Louis. & Western rail-
way company that .at the end ol
gixty days it will discontinue trans-
portation of mail, althovgh its pres-
ent contract does not expire for two
vears. The department has informed
the management that discontinu-
ance will not be permitted,

JOMN LIND

John Lind, who goes to Mexico,
not as an ambassador but with even
a higher mission as a ministe* of
peace on behalf of the president of
the United States, has a name thatl
a Viking might have borne. A na-
tive of Sweden and 1.t yet sIXI¥
years of age, ha has been goveinor
of his state, a representative I
three congresses and an officer of
volunteers in the war with Spain. Ie
is typical of that large and sv't"“‘_““
element of ou. citizenship which
produced the lamented John A, Joln-
son of Minnescta.

Such a man may not be famillar
with the character and habits ‘_‘_{
Latin Americans; he may not I
gifted in diplemacy and finesse: he
may even be iranorant of or lnalteir
tive to the fi. 3 points of \'lt’b]a'll_:‘:‘
which distinguish political contro-
versies south ¢f the Rio Grande; llh_f
of his ability to present to the war
ring chieftains in Mexico facts, ””{‘i
ciples and conditions wh'eh shoull
persuade them to accept Am ricall
mediation there can be no questiof

In him the far north appoall.a {
the far south, It will be H"wl-iu.
him that he does not understand ']“,
temperament of the people whom ¢
is to address; yet through the agen 2
of such men far no th has instructet
far south more than once in f‘";'fl.
craft, in respect for law and order
in true pride and honor and in ¢0
age, and it may do so again. oo &

John Lind carries to Mexico &
message of peace, good will and {L;}w
mon sense which has back of idt o
determination, the patlence &nd '
power of many millicns of .0
Linds.—New York World.




