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qualify them for passing upon his
merits at the polls? “Well, hardly.
It puts them in fine shape to pass
upon him, and it has a splendid
effect upon the postmaster to know
he haa a boss in the people he serves
rather than in some political boss
who used to own him.

This same critic advocates placing
the postmaster under the eivil ser-
vice which again leaves the appoint.
ment to the postmaster general.
This simply means changing a politi-
cal boss who does have a local in-
terest, for a postoffice inspector boss
to recommend the postmasler to the
department who does not have. Thi
inspector knows about as muce
about whom the people want, or
gtranger would know, and I deny
that any one man knowg more about
whom the people want and who can
gerve them best than the people
know themselves. To admit that
such is true Is to admit that our form
of government is a failure and a king
could serve us better. The people
can change a party boss now and
then when they can not stand him
any longer, and get a new post-
master, but under the civil service a
postmaster might be fairly capable
but exeecedingly offensive to the
people and still hold his job in spite
of them. But an elective postmaster
will try to please the people he serves
because he will want a re-election.
Further, a clerk under him in the
civil service will be more responsive
to the people because the postmaster
over him must be, and the postmas-
ter has influence with the depart-
ment. On the other hand, if the
postmaster was under the civil ger-
vice the people could rage all they
pleased and the postmaster would
stay on—the people be damned-—
and a clerk who was not utterly bad
could not be disturbed.

There is another class of critics,
mainly wvery partisan republicans,
who complain because we do not per-
mit republicans to compete as can~
didates. These are the last men who
should complain because they took
the offices of the people for sgixteen
years through the operation of a
political boss, and now that they
have lost control of the government
by abusing the privilege given them
they would still like to hold a por-
tion of the offices. No fair-minded
republican objects to the right of
democrats to hold the offices, provid-
ing they are decent, capable men,
and 1 feel that the rights of all the
people are being safeguarded when
I refer the matter for settlement to
either a democratic caucus where a
large percentage of the people vote,
or to a primary where all the people
vote. At least the people will not
have thrust upon them an objection-
able officer through the gpoils system.
The ideal method is a wide-open
election without restrictions, but any
man with gumption enough to have
an opinion worth considering knows
that to make thege offices available
to republicans at this time after they
have hogged every office for sixteen
years that rightfully belonged to the
people and paid bad political debts
with them, would outrage the sense
of fairness of every man regardless
of polities. It will be an easy mat-
ter to throw these offices open to
general elections after the people
once get used to this mew privilege
of attending to their own business,
even though they must now pick the
postmaster from among democrats.
When politicians quit selling these
offices for political services the
people will be let alone to elect
whom they please regardless of poli-
tics. It even strikes me as absurd
now to be consulted by the towns of
my district on a matter of choosing
postmastergs for them. Later on
when they get used to picking post-
masters for themselves it would
cause a riot for a victorious party to
undertake to again gell the people’s

postoffices to the highest political
bidder. The man whv defends the
spolls system today will be heartily
ashamed of it tomorrow.

Then there s another class of
critics who complain because repub-
licans are allowed to vote upon
democratic candidates. Under our
rules the candidates In conjunction
with the county chairman can decide
whether a demoecratic primary or an
open primary shall be held. Per-
sonally, 1 very much favor an open
primary, but 1 do not wish to thrust
my convictions upon those who do
not believe In them., In answer to
these crities I would simply offer the
suggestion that possibly the demo-
crats of these towns in which they
have open primaries know what they
want, and If they prefer to have their
republican brothers vote with them
on this subject, I don't know of any-
one but a political boss or these same
critics who would have the nerve to
interfere with thelir wishes. | never
could find any facts to warrant the
fear as charged that republicans if
allowed to vote on democratic can-,
didates would pick the worst of the
list in order to embarrass the demo-
cratic party by electing a bad man
to office. 1 have never insulted my
republican brothers by considering
them so devold of patriotism and
common sense and decency. The
charge is a political nightmare and
will pass away when the victim of
the dream gets out in the sunlight.
Nor do I believe republicans will vote
for a milk and water democrat who
has never had political convictions
or been active in party politics. They
will vote for the candidate that they
want regardless of politics or re-
ligion. It sometimes happens that
an active democrat is also an exceed-
ingly offensive one personally, and
of course he counld not be elected and
should not be elected. If he were
appointed because of sgervice he
would be a thorn in the side of the
people and a weakness to the demo-
cratic party. In one town election
an active worker had the democratic
indorsement of the county central
comimittee and a portion of the state
committee. He was one of five can-
didates and out of several hundred
votes he got less than twenty. Under
the gpoils system he would have got-
ten the job and the will of the people
would have been thwarted. 1 deny
that such a man has earned a place
by his party service., 1 deny that a
man who can not command a greater
support has ever been able to render
a great service to his party. The
chances are that his activities have
annoyed the people and driven sup-
port from the party instead of bring-
ing support to it, and he may be a
good man, too, but gimply unfortu-
nate in his personal appeal.

I have tried the democratic primary
or caucus, the open primary and the
spoils system, and I am so strongly
convinced that the primary method
in one form or another ig the best
method for the people that I shall
make no further recommendations
where there is a contest without re-
ceiving my instructions from the
people. Before I decided upon the
elective method I recommended can-
didates in three towrs undr the old
spoils system, that my critics so
heartily indorse, They also point to
this fact to show my inconsistency
and how my rule of the people only
works where I want it to. There is
no doubt about my action in these
three cases being wrong in principle,
though I am sure I named excellent
men, but 1 suggest that my zction
in these three cases be used by my
eritics as a horrible example of the
spoils system. They need make no
excuseg for me such as having acted
before 1 decided upon the election
plan. 1 am not asking for any quar-
ter in this contest with the bosseés.

two classes of people who favor the
spoils system of appointing post-
masters. In the first class are all
who think they or their friends can
profit by it In one form or another,
regardleas of the wishes of the

people. In the other class are those
who do not believe the people are
competent to attend to thelr own
business. Those in the first class
always favor the spolls system until
they find out I am not for their can-
didate; then they think a chance
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EXCELS ALL OTHERS not only in thoroughness
ol separation, sanitary cleanliness, case of
running and durability, but as well in its great simplicity.

THERE IS NOTHING ABOUT THE OPERATION, CLEANINKC,
adjustment or repair of a modern De Laval Cream Separator
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with the people is better than none,
Those In the second class belong to
the kingly crowd and have an honest
doubt of the ability of the people to
govern themselves. At least thelr
motives are not mercenary even
though they are misguided. Let the
people take their cholee of attending
to thelr own business or letting the
bosses do It for them. | am more
than pleased to submit the case o
the jury,
DAN V. BTEPHENS.
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NOR ARE THERE ANY PARTS WHICH REQUIRE FREQUENT
adjustment in order to maintain good running or to conform to
varying conditions in the every-day use of a cream separator,

Combination Wrench, turnished with esch De Laval machine,
which s the only tool required in setting up, taking down or

using the De Laval, the simplest cream scparator ever bullt

THERE IS NOTHING ABOUT THE MACHINE THAT CANNOT
be taken apart, removed or replaced by any one who can use a

wrench or screw driver,

In fact, the only tool which is needed in

the use or the operation of a De Laval Cream Separator is the
combination wrench and screw driver illustrated above, which is

furnished free with eve
agent and sec for yoursel
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The new 72 page De Laval Dairy Hand Book, in which important dairy questions
are ably discussed by the best authorities, is 4 book that every cow owner should
have. i.'ailcd free upon request If you mention this paper.
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Now to conclude, 1 make this
broad assertion that there are ounly

Rare Small Farm Opportunity
In Texas Gulf Coast Country

If you are looking for an ideal location for a home, a place
where you can make immediate profits, or an investment that will
bring you future returns, | want you to Investigate my cholce 30-
acre tract of land, located two miles from the thriving little city
of Mission, Texas—right in the heart of the very best seetion of the
famous Lower Rio Grande Valley of the Gulf Coast of Texas.

This tract is all cleared, in cultivation and under frrigation, and
will be sold with or without small improvements, with privilege of

immediate possession.

An excellent opportunity for any person who

wishes to buy and sub-divide into 6-acre tracts for later sale.
This region, in which my tract i located, is famous the world
over for its wonderfully fertile soll, delightful summer and winter

climate, and its long growing season.

A b to 10-acre tract in this

section has proven more profitable than 160-acre farms in many

sections.

ing season,
and fruit-growers association

Fruit and garden truck bring rich returns.
cotton and sugar cane do thelr best here.

Corn, alfalfa,
Twelve months of grow-

Thriving community: good schools and churches: truck
Ships produce earlier than any sec-

tion of the United States and gets highest prices; In easy access of
the best markets of the world.
Write for further particulars, terms, ete., to

T. S. ALLEN, Fraternity Building,

Lincoln, Neb.




