
m

h

V

14
GOVKItNMKNT OWNKKSIIH OF

TJOLKUItAPH LINES
(Contlnuod from Pago 12.)

havo a right to a protoctod sorvico
that only tho govornmont can give,
to tho ubo of wires without tho de-

lays that special lnteroato now se-cu- ro

at tlmoB and to tho lower rates
now nocoBBary and possible"

It Ib perfectly obvlouB that this Is

liound economic doctrine, against
which thoro can bo no argument, ex-

cept tho Intorests of special privilege.
No ono would now dare to question
tho wisdom of having a government
monopoly in tho transportation and
dolivory of mall mattor. And once
that principle- - is established, It fol-

lows, naturally, that tho government
should control and operate tho other
facilities for tho transmission of mes-
sages.

Considered as moans of communi-
cation, oaso in which is ono of tho
chief aims of civilization, there is no
dlfforonco In prlnclplo between a lot-t- or

and a telogram, botweon a tolo- -
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The
gram and a telephone message. Tho
differences are of method only.
secrecy, dispatch economy which
aro achieved handling of mail
by government are as
needed in tho other departments of
communication, inevitably
be achieved In the

Tho obvious benefits aro
those of economy, to bo reflected in
a lowering of It been esti-

mated a government-controlle- d

telegraph system, conducted an
fwllmwf in flin nnRrnfflfiO. COUld bo
run profitably at rates one-thir- d

those exacted from tne puuiic.
If tho present rates maintained,

Wanamaker declares, the profits
in years would liquidate
purchaso price.

Lower rates, ho points out, would
be made possible economies of
operation. Every telegraph office in
tho country could bo closed; the busi-
ness would bo done In postofllces
by postal employes. Every letter
box, in a properly conducted system,
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would bo a telegraph station; a tele-
gram dropped into a pillar-bo- x, with
proper stamps affixed, would be for-

warded immediately upon collection;
and in the business districts of cities
these collections are made twice an
hour, and sometimes four times an
hour. Tho use of stamps would
make unnecessary the complicated
system of bookkeeping the telegraph
companies must now employ. Scien-
tific methods of utilizing the wires at
hours when they carry little com-
mercial business as has been
started in tho matter of night let-
ters would permit still lower rates.

And tho public would benefit not
only from a cheapened services, but
from a vastly extended service. There
are thousands of communities where
there is now no telegraph station, be-
cause the companies can not get
enough business to make the opening
and manning of an office profitable.
Yet these places have postofllces, and
tho government could add either
telegraph or telephone equipment at
comparatively small cost. In this
way country districts now remo'te
from telegraph communication would
be brought in instant touch with the
outside world.

In brief, wherever there are mall
facilities there could be, and should
be, telegraph or telephone facilities.
And that result can be achieved only
by making the telegraph system part
of the postal system.

As postmaster general, Mr. Wana-
maker urged four great projects, and
has seen three of them established.
Rural free delivery infringed no
powerful special privilege, and there-
fore met no organized opposition,
though millions of dolars were
wasted because the routes were
chosen for political instead of econ-
omic reasons.

The postal savings bank, opposed
by the banking interests, is being
established in only a fragmentary
way. The parcel post, while a vast
improvement, is primitive when com-
pared with the systems abroad.
There remains the government-owne- d

telegraph system, the coming
of which depends only upon the
force which public opinion chooses
to put behind the demand.

For an economic truth, once
launched, is irresistible. Every day
it takes on new strength, as the
people become educated to its mean-
ing and effect, and its ultimate
triumph is inevitable. Mr. Wana-
maker has reviewed the telegraphic
project at an effective time, for it
will have close public scrutiny be-
cause of its bearing upon the most
insistent problem of the day thecost of living.

A FATHER'S PATHETIC LETTER
The New Orleans Picayune tells

of a father's pathetic letter in thisstory of a terrible tragedy:
That Rene Canton's hope of lifehangs on the thin thread of techni-

calities, and not on the mercy visitedupon him by the bereaved father andfamily of Edgar Howard Farrar, jrwas the declaration made by JudgeChretien when he sat as a member ofthe pardon board to hear the appli-
cation for a commutation of the sen-tence of death to life imprisonment.
If, when he was attacked by Farrar.he believed that he was being ar-rested for crime, and shot out ofmalice for the law and his accused,

TffmUder' ?ut if h0 st back
nJ?eldefen8f ifc was manslaughter

sentence should be com-muted, stated Judge Chretien.
wJ Vfr ? fhis case, I
Judge ChreUen.

7?' ,tbe sSceScom-muted- .
the generalopinion as intimated by LieutenantGovernor Barret and Attomvera! Pleasant, the otherthe pardon board, it was SgeSoral
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not biased prejudice for or against
tho accused.

The case was called about 3
o'clock in the afternoon; and was de-
layed because Colonel Pleasant de-
clared that- - Mr. Farrar, father of the
slain boy, desired to be present atthe hearing. The case went over for
several minutes, during which Mr
Farrer was communicated with andstated that he did not wish to hear
the case reviewed. The case was
again called and Judge Gautier, at-
torney for defense, presented an ap-
plication of approximately 500
names, inwhich the Farrar family or
the Spearing family that of Far-rar- 's

widow was not represented.
Judge Gautier stated that ho

understood that Mrs. E. H. Farrarjr., was in sympathy with the com-
mutation of the sentence, but thnf
she had been advised not to place
uer signature on tne application, duo
to the fact that her family did not
desire the notoriety, nor were they
in favor of the commutation of tho
sentence. However, two letters were
placed before the board from the
senior Farrar. One was a copy of
the letter sent to the governor, ask-
ing that a reprieve be granted tho
murderer until the pardon board
could pass on the matter. The
other was a letter to the board from
Mr. Farrar. The letter to the boardsays:

"I sent you inclosed copy of a let-
ter addressed by me in my own be-
half and in behalf of the members ofmy family to his excellency, Luther
E. Hall, governor of the state, ask-
ing him to reprieve Reno Canton,
whose execution was fixed for Dec.
6, and to send his case before your
honorable body for consideration as
to whether his sentence should be
commuted to imprisonment for life.
The governor granted this request
for the reasons stated in my letter,and the matter is now before you.

"From a-- purely theoretical point
of view the wishes of the familyagainst whom a crime has been com-
mitted should play no part in de-
termining whether the criminalshould be punished at all or to theextent of his punishment, becausethe interests of society are alone in-
volved in such a question, and note feelines or sentiments of in-
dividuals. But you are called upon
also to advise the governor as to thoquality of mercy that he shall dis-pense in the execution of his high
pfflce, and the dread sentence of theaw should never be carried out untilit is found that the case is one which
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