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SUBSCRIPTIONS can be sent direct to The Com-
moner, They can algo be sent ti: ug™ newspapers
which have advertised a clubbing rate, or through
local agents, where sub-agents have been appoint-
ed. All remittances should be sent by postoffice
money order, express order, or by bank draft on
New York or Clhioagu. Do not send individual
checkn, stamps or monaey.

LI SCONTINUANCES—IL {8 found that a large
majority of our subscribers prafer not to hava thelr
subscriptions interrupted and tielr files broken In
case they fall to remit before expiration, It Is
therefore arsumed that continuance s desired un-
less subscribers order dlscontinuance, either when
subscribing or at any time during the year,

PRESENTATION COPIES — Many ;ersons sub-
seribe for friends, Intending that the paper shall
#top at the end of the year, If instructions are
glven to that effect they will recelve attention at
the proper time.

RENEWALS~"'he date on your wrapper showsa

the thine to which your subscription is pald. Thus
January 21, '10, means that payment has been re-
celved to and Incivding the last Issue of, January,

1910, Two weeks are required after mbney has
Leen recelved before the date ocn wrapper can be
changed,

OCHANGE OF ADDRESS—Subscribers requesting
A change of address must give old as well as new
addreas,

ADVERTISING — Rates will be furnished upon
application,

Address all communications to
THE COMMONER, Lincoln, Neb,

DENVER PLATFORM

The Denver platform contains the following
plank on imperifalism:

“We condemn the experiment in imperialism
as an finexcusable blunder which has involved
us in an enormous expense, brought us weak-
ness Instead of strength, and laid our nation
open to the charge of abandoning a fundamental
doctrine of self-government., We favor an im-
mediate declaration of the nation's purpose to
recognize the independence of the Phillippine
islands as soon as a stable government can
be established, such independence to be guaran-
teed by us as we guarantee the independence
of Cuba until the neutralization of the islands
can be secured by treaty with other powers,
In recognizing the independenco of the Philip-
pines our government should retain such land

a8 may be necessary for coaling stations and
naval bases.”

This is, in substance, the same as the declara-
tions contained in the platforms of 1900 and
1904, except that neutralization is suggested
as a relief from the necessity for protection,
Now that the new congress will have a substan-
tial democratic majority an effort should be
made to secure the passage of a resolution
carrying out the democratic platform on this
subject,

MICHIGAN DEMOCRATS

The following dispatch was printed in the
Detroit Evening News: “Muskegon, Mich,,
March 2.—An effort of Hugh Nichols, of Cin-
cinnati, who has twice directed Governor Har-
mon's presidential boosters’ club, to spring a
Harmon boom just before the democratic ban-
quet broke up here this morning fell flat. State-
ments concerning Harmon met with but per-
functory applause. E. 0. Wood, of Flint, mak-
ing the introductory speech for Nichols, was
greeted with wild applause when he mentioned
Bryan’s name. When Nichols arose and started
in on the Harmon boom, but few handclaps
greeted his statements and he turned the subject
to other questions at once.”

The American Homestead, a monthly farm
Journal of mnational scope, will be sent to all
Commoner subscribers, without additional cost,
who renew their subscriptions during the month
of March when this notice is mentioned,
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The Commoner’s Work for the Public Good

Writing in Hampton’s Magazine, Judson C.
Welllver ﬁtgmd Louis Brownlow, Washington cor-
respondents, pay lfhl’ t:t'.;'iﬂmte; dto The Com=-
moner's work for the publiec good:

“Immediately after the November election
‘lifelong’ democrats who had been voting the
republican ticket ever since 1896, set in mo-
tion a scheme to call a democratic conference
to meet in Baltimore to declare a party pro-
gram. This was a tory scheme designed to
commit the newly victorious party to conser-
vative policies. Of course, Mr, Bryan was not
consulted, Things went on merrily for a week
or two, and then Mr. Bryan wrote an eleven-
line editorial in his weekly paper, The Com-
moner, in which he denounced the proposed
conference and its organizers. And then, lo
and behold! there were not enough democrats
left willing to accept the invitation to make up
a conference, The scheme was called off, and
a Jackson day ratification banquet was substi-
tuted, Mr. Bryan being invited to be one of
the chief guests!

“When the democratic members of the old
congress began to assemble in Washington for
the winter session several of the veterans were
inclined to minimize the importance of rules
revision. They were not at all pleased with
the activity of the progressives who were in-
sisting upon immediate redemption of the party
pledges in that respect., Another Commoner
editorial, a few personal letters from Mr. Bryan,
and some of these same men were running
around In circles declaring that the revision
of the rules was the most important duty on
the democratic docket.

“To minimize the Bryan influence in the
democratic party in congress is to confess utter
fgnorance of the situation.”

Following are merely samples of the letters
that are coming to The Commoner office thege
days:

John A. Merrill, Los Angeles, Cal.—I am a
republican who has voted for Mr, Bryan from
1896 down, and 1 have promised to vote and
work for him at every opportunity. I have
taken The Commoner since it started. During
the last campaign I paid for twenty-five sub-

scriptions for three or four months and sent
them to republican friends hereabouts, and many
of them came through for Mr. Bryan. In my
judgment Mr. Bryan has done more to bring
to the front the insurgency of the republican
party than almost all other forces combined,
There is practically no difference between a pro-
gressive democrat and an insurgent republican,
and with every drop of blood in my veins I
protest against the deliberate effort on the part
of some of the leaders of both parties to rob
Mr. Bryan of the fruits of his victory.

N. E. Devore, Redondo Beach, Cal.—I hope
to double the number of your subscribers here
within a short time. If convenient, kindly mail
me your one and two-year offers for subscrip-
tion to The Commoner. I quite agree with you
insofar as the democratic prospects for 1912
are concerned. If our representatives make good
and our party places at the head of the ticket
progressive men and a united party as well as
an earnest endeavor on the part of all loyal
democrats, the next president will be a Jeffer-
sonian democrat.

It goes without saying that the larger The
Commoner's circulation, the greater its in-
fluence will be. Every Commoner reader who
believes that this paper is a power for good
can help to enlarge its field of influence. Mr.
Bryan will do what he can to co-operate in
what is intended to be an organized move-
ment on this line. He has given instructions
that every new subscriber may recelve The
Commoner for the pericd of two years (which
will carry it until after the presidential elec-
tion of 1912) for the sum of one dollar.

Will every Commoner try to secure at least
one new subscriber? With the awakening of
interest in public questions, it will be found
that many will be able to secure a large num-
ber of subscribers at this rate but every Com-
moner reader may at least secure one new sub-
scriber and this in itself would provide an enor-
mous increase in The Commoner’s ecirculation.

Put your shoulder to the wheel today. Help

in the effort to keep the democratic party true
to its name.

“NEVER SO DRAMATIC A FILIBUSTER"

Concerning the dramatic filibuster carried on
by Senator Owen of Oklahoma, John Temple
Graves writes for the Hearst newspaperg the
following interesting story:

“The last filibuster of a filibustering senate
was its most striking and dramatie.

“That last lone stand of Owen of Oklahoma,
held the senate in terror and alarm. Rising
like a lone Indian upon the plains of uncertainty
with a chin as firm as a rock and with an eye
as keen as a hawk’s, he held a whip hand over
eighty-nine senators for seventy-five minutes
and threatened for a time to let the gavel fall
upon his as the last utterances of the Sixty-first
senate,

"Owen was ostensibly fighting for Arizona
and the Arizona constitution. New Mexico's
constitution had been received and its reaction-
ary provisions were acceptable to the president
and to the republican majority and New Mexico
was about to be admitted alone.

“Owen took the floor to fight for Arizona
under a constitution that was progressive and
vitally that it contained the initiative, the refer-
endt}x{m anld the recall.

“He planted himself upon the ropo
from which the entire senate failed topmt?v: llgiicl’n:l.

“First, that the two great forces fighting for
supremacy in this government were the forces
of progress and popular sovereignty represented
by the Arizona constitution, and the reactonary
influences of interest and altra conservatism
represented by New Mexico. Upon this ground
he felt he was justified in detaining the senate
:)o tpl}e latattgmmenttot protest in behalf of the

eople o [ ea
ity Bgr government in which he
th"HIs sec?ad ground was the re-

@ Dproposition which he had thundere
the last five days upon the floor that theegixfi(;t
first congress since the November elections haq
not been representative of the people’s will

“Incidentally, but with
Senator Owen declared D raet

admission of

refused to gee Arizona excluded
admission would bring in
senators,

“Planted upon these two positions, the fiery

because {tg
two democratic

senator was absolutely immovable to all the in-
fluences that could be brought around him.
“Senators were in terror over the fate of in-
dividual bills. Other senators were in terror
over the fate at the last moment, of certain
important remnants of the appropriation bills
and there were one or two who cherished the
faint hope that at the last hour some lingering
reaction toward reciprocity might bring that
matter to a successful conclusion and.save the

senate and the people the terrors of an extra
session,

“Grave and dignified senators swarmed
around around the desk of Owen of Oklahoma.
Senator Carter of Montana, came and pleaded,
but the Oklahoman only shook his head and
went on, Mr, Gore, Owen’s blind colleague
came and was turned aside, Bacon came, to no
avail. Senator Stone was refused; the' vener-
able and beloved Hernando Money, made the last
personal appeal he has ever to make in the
gxﬁte} l:gt the séei'n young senator turned from

0 em and tranqui : -
menthfor A e quilly continued his argu

“Then finally the vice- resident e
himself stepped down tl;om the gltx:ll:-e:: n:l:e
senate and, leaving Smoot in hig place, went over
to plead with Owen to relinquish h!
of advantage and glve way to othe ,
Even to the vice-president the Oklahoman turned

and went coolly on. olutely obdurate ear

message came from
United States then In the the president of the

zona’ king to a compromise of

:rfllf?hnuaa?er“:e;, There was neyer lg dramnt?c
een upo

& filibuster upon v?hll:: he floor of the senate or

h was leveled such 1
and personal and political inﬁuenog. nllhh‘lw g'ilt:

» Iin his own good
time agreed that if the senate would vots t’}mm

oor. This was accomplish at
ki © vote was adverse to the 3:-0 oﬁiion
to 35 refusing both states and Owen
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