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Labor’s Protest to Congress

i (Continued from Page 9)

[ The workers ask from congress the
irelief which it alone can give from
*the injustice which will surely re-
‘sult from the literal enforcement of
the Sherman anti-trust law as inter-
preted by this decision. The sapeedy
enactments of labor's proposed
amendment to the Sherman anti-

trust law will do rauch to restore the

'rights of which the toilers have been
shorn,
| We submit for consideration, and

‘trust the same will be enacted, two
| provisions amendatory of the Sher-

'man anti-trust law, which originally
were a part of the ril' during the
stages of its consideration by the sen-
ate and before itg final passage, and

| which are substantially as follows:
“That nothing in said act (Sher-
man anti-trust law) or in this act
{8 Intended nor shall any provision
thereof hereafter be enforced so as
to apply to organizations or associa-
tions not for profit and without capi-
tal stock, nor to the members of
such organizations or associations.”
“That nothing In saild act (Sher-
man anti-trust law) or in this act is
intended nor shall any provision

viduals, registered or unregistered, In
contemplation of or during the con-
tinuance of any trade dispute, to at-
tend for any of the following pur-
poses at or near a house or place
where a persgon resides or works, or
!r-;wrius on his business, or happens
|to be (1) for the purpose of peace-
fully obtaining or communicating
(information; (2) for the purpose of
peacefully persuading any person to
work or abstain from working.

“2. An agreement or combination
by two or more persons to do or pro-
cure to be done any act In contem-
plation or furtherance of a trade
dispute shall not be ground for an
action, if such act when committed
by one person would not be ground
for an action.

“3. An action shall not be brought
against a trade union or other asso-
ciation aforesaid for the recovery of
damage sustained by any person or
persons by reason of the action of a
member or members of such trade
union or other association afore-
sald.”

We submit that if such relief from
the onerous conditions brought
about by the Taff-Vale decision of

thereof hereafter be enforced so as
to apply to any arrangements, agree-
ments, or combinations among per-
| sons engaged in agriculture or horti-

ulture made with a view of enhanc-

i the price of their own agricul-
tural or horticultural products.”
| It is clearly an unwarranted as-
| sumption on the part of the courts or
i'ot-_hers to place the voluntary associa-
tions of the workers in the same cat-
egory as trusts and corporations own-
ing stock and organized for profit.

‘On the one hand, we have the
trusts and corporations dealing with
| purely material th'ngs and mostly
y'with the inanimate products of labor.
' On the other hand, there are the

workers whose labor power is part

of their very lives and beings, and
'which can not be differentiated from
their ownership in and of themselves.
The effort to categorically place the
workers In the same position as those
, who deal in the produets of labor of
others Is the failure to discern be-
tween things and. man.

It is often flippantly averred that
labor is a commodity, but modern
ciyilization has clearly and sharply
drawn the line between a bushe! of
coal, a slde of pork and the soul of
& human, breathing, living man,

The enactment of the legislation
which we ask will tend to so define
and safeguard the rights of the work-
ers of today and those who will come
after them, that they may hope to
continue to enjoy the blessings of
& free country as intended by the
founders of our government.

In the relief asked for in the pro-
posed amendment to the Sherman
anti-trust law which we present to
congress, labor asks for no special
privileges and no exemption from the
treatment which any law-abiding cit-
lzen might hope to receive in a free
country.

Indeed, the present parliament of
Great Britain at its session in De-
cember, 1906, enacted into law what
is known as the trades dispute act.
It I8 brief and we therefore quote
its provisions in full:

1. It shall be lawful for any per-
son or persons acting either on their
own behalf or on behalf of a trade
union or other association of indi-
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the highest court of Great Britain
can be enacted by a monarchical gov-
ernment, there ought to be no hesi-
tancy in conceling it in our own re-
publie.

The unions of labor aim to improve
the standard of life; to uproot ignor-
ance and foster education; to instil
character, manhood, and an inde-
pendent spirit among our people;
to bring about a recognition of the
interdependence of man upon his fel-
lowman. ‘We alm to establish a nor-
mal work-day; to take the children
from the factory ani workshop and

give them the opportunity of the
gchools, the home, and the play-
ground, In a word, our unions

strive to lighten toil, educate their
members, make their homes more
cheerful, and in every way con-
tribute an earnest effort toward mak-
ing life the better worth living. To
achieve these praiseworthy ends, we
believe that all honorable and law-
ful means are justi_able and com-
mendable, and should receive the
sympathetic support of every right-
thinking American,

Labor asks only for justice. It
asks that it be not vi~timized and
penalized under laws never intended
to apply to it.

We hope for a prompt recognition
on the part of congress of the wage-
workers' very reasonable and mod-
erate insistence in this important
matter,

In addition, the other most impor-
tant measures which labor urges are:
The Dbill to regulate and limit the
lt:jislll“'l‘nce of injunctions—*Pearre

Employers’ liability bill.

The bill extending the application
of the eight hour law to all govern-
ment employes, and those employed
upon work for the government,
whether by contractors or sub-con-
tractors,

There are other measures pending
which we regard as im_ortant, but
we feel especially justified in urging
the passage of those mentioned, be-
cause they have been before congress
for several sessions, and upon which
extended hearings have been had be-
fore committees, every interest con-
cerned having had ample opportunity
to present arguments, and there is no
good reason why action should long-
er be deferred by CONgress,

We come to congress hoping for a
prompt and adequate remedy for the
grievances of which we Justly com-
plain. The psychologieal moment

governmental poliey toward the
workers; to permit it to pass may be
to invite disaster even to our na-
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has arrived for a total change of |{

In this frank statement of iis
grievances the attitude of labor
should not be misinterpreted, nor
should it be held as wanting in re-
spect for our highest
body.,

That the workers, while smarting
under a most keen senge of injustice
and neglect, turn first to congress
for a remedy, shows how greatly
they still trust in the power and
willingness of this branch of the gov-
ernment to restore, safe-guard, and
protect their rights.

Labor proposes to ald in this work
by exercising its utmost political and
industrial activity, its moral and so-
cial influence, in order that the in-
terests of the masses may be repre-
gented In congress by those who are
pledged to do justice to labor and
to all our people, not to promote the
special interests of those who would
injure the whole body politic by
crippling and enslaving the toilers.

Labor Is most hopeful that con-
gress will appreciate the gravity of
the situation which we have en-
deavored to present. The workers
trust that congress will shake off the
apathy which has heretofore charac-
terized it on this subject, and per-
form a beneficent social service for
the whole people by enacting such
legislation as will restore confidence
among the workers that their needs
as law-abiding citizens will be heeded.

Only by such action will a crisis

be averted. There must be some-
thing more substantial than fair
promises. The present feeling of

wide-spread apprehension among the
workers of our country becomes more
acute every day. The desire for de-
cisive action becomes more intense.

While it is true that there is no
legal appeal from a supreme court
decision, yet we believe congress can
and should enact such further legis-
lation as will more clearly define the
rights and liberties of the workers.

Should labor's petition for the
righting of the wrongs whieh have
been imposed upon it and the rem-
edying of injustice done to it pass
unheeded by congress and those who
administer the affairs of our govern-
ment—then upon those who have
failed to do their duty, and not upon
the workers will rest the responsi-
bility.

The labor union is a natural, ra-
tional, and Inevitable outgrowth of
our modern industrial conditions. To
outlaw the union in the exercise of
its normal activities for the protec-
tion and advancement of labor and
the advancement of soclety in gen-
eral, is to do a tremendous injury to
all people. _

The repression of right and nat-
ural activities is bound to finally
break forth in violent form of pro-
test, especially among the more
fgnorant of the people, who will feel
great bitterness if denied the con-
sideration they have a right to ex-
pect at the hands of congress,

As the authorized representatives
of the organized wage-earners of our
country, we present to you in the
most conservative and earnest man-
ner this protest against the wrongs
which they have to endure and some
of the rights and relief to which they
are justly entitled. There is not a
wrong for which we seek redress, or
& right to which we aspire which
does not or will not be equally

shared by all the workers—b
the people. N

While no member of congress or
party can evade or avoid his or their
own individual or party share of re-
sponsibility, we aver that the party
In power must and will by labor and
Its sympathizers be held primarily re-
sponsibile for the faflure to give the
prompt, full and effective congres-
sional relief we know to be within
ts “lrz-ower.

© come to you not as politi
partisans, whether republlcanr: chamct:.;i
cratic or other, but as representa-

tives of the wage-workers of our

law-making’

country whose rights, Interests ang
welfare have been jeopardized anq
flagrantly,” woefully disregarded ang
neglected. We come to you because
you are responsible’for Tegislation,
or the failure of legislation. It
these, or new questions, are unset-
tled and any other political party he-
come responsible for legislation, we
ghall press home upon its represent-
atives and hold them responsible,
equally as we now must hold you,
Samuel Gompers, W. R. Fairley,
P. J. McArdle, W. D. Mahon,
Joseph Valentine, C. N. Barnett,
T. C. Parsons, Committee.
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WASHINGTON —PEND—Q'ORKILLE VALLEY hay,
grain and fruit lands, 160 to 800 ncres. Timber and

timber lands, 160 (o 6000 acres, CARL A. ScuoTrR,
Newport, Wash,

All About Texas

Oklahoma, .Arkansas, Loulsiana, New Mexico

Homes for the homeless, prosperity for the indus-
trious., The home bullders’ guide, Send stamp for
mnplt' copy.

FARM AND RANCH, Dallas, Texas,

LET US SHOW YOU

what others are doing handling our King Separator
and Aerator Men now In the fleld averaging 825 to
$100 per week, Our machines are low priced and sell
Lo every Farmer and Dalryman. Thousands in use,
Exclusive territory and free sample to workers.
Write us today for the best proposition you ever saw,

De King Mfg. Co., Dept, 12, Chicago, lII.

Subscribers’ Hdvertising Dept.

This department is for the exclusive
use of Commoner subsecribers, and =
special rate of six cents a word per in-
gertion—the lowest rate—has been
made for them. Address all communi=
cations to The Commoner, Lincoln, Neb.

SAFETY TO DEPOSITORS QGUAR-

anteed under laws of Oklahoma.
Four Per cent interest paid on time
deposits, Write us for particulars,
Arkansas Valley National Bank, Brok-
en Arrow, Okla,

DEMOCRATIC NEWSPAPER
plant for sale; town of 1,500 opu-
lation; business worth $4,000 or 5,000
a vear. Will sell business separate or
with -building. Business plant worth
$3,250~—part cash. Will rent or sell the

gets the hottest Demoeratie paper
In U. 8, one year. Bixby, N, C.

building, worth $2,760. Cut on price,
if both are bought. Address A, V.
Parker, Hartington, Nebraska,.

FOR SALE — ONLY DEMOCRATIC
weekly paper in good Missourt
county, Modern plant, eirculation 2,400,
making good money. Il health cause
of sale, ust sacrifice, sell quick, Ad-
dress, ‘“Missouri,” care Commoner,

TO COMMONER READERS—FOR 50

cents (coin) I will send to any-
one the formula of a remedy that
cured me of indigestion and nervous
dyspepsia, The cost is trifing at any
drug store. Send at once, as this ad

will not appear again, Mrs, C. p -
cott, Oshkopsh. Wﬁ.s. ot

l DAHO IRRIGATED LAND — 5,000

acres just irrigated and placed on
market. 26.25 per acre. en years
time. Beautiful valley, southern Tdaho.
Produces wonderfully, Abundant wa-
ter. Crops sure, Address, The Idaho

Land Company, Gumbel Bull -
sas City, Missourl. dlng, AN

.,l OHN M., BRADFORD OF
Franklin, Sprlngﬂeld, Mo.
to know the wherea émtu of his broth-
er, James M. Bradford, who left Hardy,
Nebr., May, 1899, and has not been
heard from since. Description, § feet,
8§ Inches tall, weight 240 pounds, dark

2011
wishes

hair, small mustache, blue rey eye
age 45 years. Supposed to av,; s?trm'e’
to Idaho. Information will be thank-

fully recelved.

Texas. All
acres plowed and seeded;
mill, pasture, barn, f
26 per acre,
olumbia, Mo

ALEXANDER
Maryland,
farms for sale.
wild fowl
ulars,

fenced;
well, wind-

our r s
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CHAPLAIN,

EASTON,
has several

aboun Write for partice

ON'T WAIT FOR RAIN-—160 ACR
tracts In the fertlle San Luls %“I?

ley, full water rights, sure Crops, eas
ayments, write for ﬁooklet. he Riz

h
rande Land Co,, Alamosa, Colo.

ADJ‘lfeggUTH CENTRAL OKLAHOMA -

8. Eas t
street, and llvey 1. o Au Eul‘

while you are at
Fine farm districts. an openings.
Booklet maps 10 cents. Oila.l?oma ‘50
cents, KEnclose stamps. Ira Owen
Martin, TImmigration, Rock land,

Frisco, Katy llrnu&n.

FOR SALE—640 FARM IN SHERMAN
County,
B. De Jurnette,

salt water
chaten. crabs, fish and




