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rgy HE “ANNUAL MARCH” of the strawberry 14
l an Interesting study, The first to reach the
market come from Texns and Florida In the Iat-
ter part of March. By the time the Texas and
- Florida berries nre exhausted the Arvksmsas and
Georgla berrles appear. These are followed in
turn by the berrles from Missouri and Tennessee,
and then the Nebraska and Ohlo berrles, big and
lucions, delight the eye and palate. Then the
strawberry season cloges with the fruit from Mich-
igan, Wisconsin and Minuesota, Thus from the
Gulf coast to the Great Lakes the trail Is marked
with the erimson staln of this most deliclous fruit,
and It gives gustatory Jjoy to millions for six or
gseven months of the year,
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rfy HE RAPID progress of work upon the Pann-
ma ecanal will soon bhe greatly aceelerated,
The commission has just made requisition for a
lot of articles that will greatly facllitnte the work,
Among other things asked for are six porch
swings “four fest long and thirty-two Inches deep,”
fifty refrigerators, thirty dozen demijohns, 500,000
paper napking, 100 rocking chairg, 100 double
beds with springs, 260 mirrors, 5,000 soup spoons,
100 sideboards and a full supply of lce cream
freezers and water coolers. Just as soon as tho
supplies arrive renewed activity will mark the
the work on the canal. In order to write fully
of the progress of the work after these necessary
canal supplies are received, the commission has
nlso ordered (84,000 writing pens and an adequiate
supply of stationery. The written sheets will
be held together by 000,000 elips,
—>

KNOXVILLE, IOWA, reader of The Com-

moner writes: “WIIl you kindly publish in
your next issue the names of the men who com-
posed the committee that settled the Hayes-Tilden
dispute in 1870 and are they all dead or is any of
them yet living? 1 ask thig favor for the benefit
of your many readers in this county, not having
the necessary information at hand?"” . The electoral
commission was appointed by an aet of congress
January 20, 1877. The commission was com-
posed of the following: Senators George I', [d-
mundg, Oliver P. Morton, FFrederick T. Freling-
huysen, Allen G. Thurman and Thomas I'. Bayard;
Representatives Henry B. Payne, Eppa Huntoon,
Josinh Abbott, James A. Garfield and George [P,
Hoar; Assoclate Justices of the Supreme Court
Nathan Clifford, Willilam Strong, Samuel I8, Mil-
lev, Stephen J. Field and Joseph . Bradley. All
of these gentlemen, we belleve, are dead.
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1 OMETHING OF A sensation was created at
b Washington when it was charged that Frank

H. Hitcheock, first assistant postmaster general,
has been sent on a tour through the south for
the purpose of rounding up the organization poli-
ticlans and determining how serlous is the oppos-
ition in that section to Roosevelt's control of the
national convention of 1908,

N

I{ EFERRING TO THIS report the Washing-
y ton correspondent for the New York World
says: “The first intimation that Mr. Hitcheook
had been detached from his official duties by tha
president and sent on a purely political mission
came In dispatches from Atlanta and other gouth-
ern cities where Mr. Hitcheock Is holding long
consultations with federnl officeholders and other
republican politiclang, For a long time it has
been known that the policy pursued by President
Roosevelt was not acceptable to any of the south-
ern factions. There has been especial protest
Aagainst the apparent disposition of the administra-
tion to recognize the comparatively small group
of white republicans, while ignoring the large num-
ber of black republicans there. It I8 pointed out
that in spite of disfranchisement laws in most of
the southern states the black members of the party

are greatly in excéss of the white, and the formor.

protest vigorously at being excluded from particl-
pating in its policies. For some time it has been
self-evident that the president is going to spare
no opportunity to use patronage power in all parts
of the country to further his political plans. The

deflance of the Wadsworth faetion In New York,
the demand for the resignation of Internal Re-
enune Collector Sanders, at Rochester, because he
has been unfavorable to the policies of Governov
Hughes, the announcement' that Hughes will be
the. dispenser of administration patronage in tne

\ig

Emplre state, ‘he appointment of Pearl Wight as
republican ‘boss' In Loulglann, and now the sen-
sational development that Mr, Hitchcock has bean
sent to Georgia to quell the insurrection there aud
that he will also Investigate conditions In South
Carolina and Florida before his return, all point
to the conclusion that an aggressive warfare has
alrendy been opened by the administration and
that its opponents will be kept exceedingly busy

from this gime on.” f
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N IRST ASSISTANT Postmaster Gemeral Fitch-
1 cock, returning from his southern trip, Jde-
nled that there was any political significance 1o
hig journey. He said: *It is true that while my
trip was partially one of Inspection, and one
which I had planned months ago, I discussed pol-
ities to some extent. This was only natural as
1 was called 9n by many southern republicans
officially connected with the government and other-
wise Interested. 1 gaw no evidence to justify puh-
lished reports of disaffection in the ranks of the
republicans in the south, such as organization of
opposition movement and that sort of thing, whi'h
we have been bearing about for some time. In
those states which I visited, South Carolina,
jeorgin and Florida, the republicans are in hearty
accord with the administration. They are Roose-
velt men through and through.,” Referring again
to the question of opposing organizations, he re-
marked that of course there were a few dis-
gruntled and generally discredited men who have
dropped out of the old organizations, but that such
were in the decided minority.

—l—
rgt HE MEN WHO followed “Little Mac"” will
be interested in this story printed by the New
York World: *“Personal effects of General George
B. McClellan, which have been stored in a ware-
house in Orange, N, J., since he died there in 1885,

are now being overhauled and within a few days-

will probably be dispersed. Army uniforms worn
by him have been burned because they were moth-
eaten. Boots, weapons and various other articles
are to be sent to army posts throughout the coun-
try. Some -of the old household furniture is to
be sent to Princeton where the general’s only son,
Mayvor McCleHan, has a residence. General Me-
Clellan owned a handsome country seat on the
Orange mountains. * After his death the family
moved away. From time to time since then mem-
bers of the family have given away articles of
Aurniture and letters. Yesterday, while Mayor
Meulellan's wife was going over what remalined,
a negro made away with a cane, Policeman Tim-

“othy Cronen recovered it and it was presented to

him as a reward.”
__o_.

OME OF THE political friends of Governor
) Hughes of New York do not think kindly
of the “friendly” attitude recently taken by the
Roosevelt-Taft forces. Mr. Hughes' friends
say that the opponents of Roosevelt and Taft
would be very likely to be in favor of Governor
Hughes so far as the endorsement of the New
York delegation is concerned. They point out
that the Roosevelt-Taft leaders realize this, and
that they have forced their attentions upon the
governor with the view of making it inconvenient
for him to align himself with the opposition.
s
I EFERRING TO this interesting move, the
Albany correspondent for the New York
Evening Post, says: “Whatever the ‘effect upon
the govermor, however, there Is little reason to
question the political sagacity shown by the pres-
ident in muaking the move. He might well he-
lieve that the country at large, rightly or wrong-
ly, would at once conclude that he had saved the
governor's program, He might naturally infer
that even the newspapers, which criticised his
methods, would applaud his motive. When the
legislation had been passed, it would not be pos-
sible to prove, by any known process, whether
the result had been due to Hughes or to Roose-
velt, or to both, and the natural result would bhe
to divide the praise. In any such division the
president might expect the lion's share, as a na-
tional figure. Finally, as a result of the presi-
dent's move, the governor Is now placed in an
exceedingly awkward position, and his discreet
silence in the matter has shown this. However
much he may resent the Roosevelt interference,
he can not make any public protest, for this would

seem to conviet him of ingratitude toward the man
who unquestionably now’nated “ him. It might
even savor of petty jealousy in the matter of the
credit due for the victory achieved. But not to
protest is to confess. To accept an alliance with
the president by silence, or- to run the risk of
appearing an Ingrate, this is Hughes' ¢hoice. In
thus aceepting the president's aid, which he; ean
not by any manifest method avoid aceepting, the
governor, moreover, places himself under obliga-
tions. At a later time the president may not un-
naturally demand the assistance of the governor,
whose success he has in 4 considerable degrea
made possible, or, at least, is believed to havae
made possgible.”
. ——
C LEARLY MR. ROOSEVELT is not to have
clear sailing in the fight for the New York
delegation. Many newspapers, not as a rule hos-
tile to the president, criticise him for removing
certain federal officials for “political - reasons.”
The New York Evening Post says: “Accounts
from Washington of the president’s reasons for
turning spoilsman in New York betray a certain
amount of confusion. It Is not wholly clear
whether Mr. Roosevelt’s announced determination
to use the federal patronage in this state afier
the fashion of what he used to call the ‘spoils-
mongers,” means war on Wadsworth or help for
Hughes., Seemingly, it is a little of each—a nice
mixture of personal revenge and zeal for a good
cause. The latest explanation, however, is that
there was the added motive of heading off Ode:l.
Alarmed friends of Roosevelt brought him word
of a ‘plot'—the president is never happy without
a plot, unless he has a conspiracy to comfort him.
The crafty ex-boss and ex-governor, he was In-
formed, was planning to rally his friends in sup-
port of Hughes, and so regain control of the »r-
ganization. Instantly the president redolved ro
beat Odell with his own weapons. Tike another
Hamlet to another Laertes, he said: ‘Nay, an
thou’lt mouth about omfices, I'll rant ag well as
thou. Woo't drink up platforms? Bat thy prom-
ises? I'll do Iit." Tt ean not be too distinetly laid
down that President Roosevelt's removal of .(Col-
lector Sanders of Rochester purely for political
reasons, as is officially admitted, I8 directly in
violation of his own professions and pledges, as
it certainly is of all sound prineciples of civil ser-
vice reform. It Is not alleged that Sanders was
in any way incompetent or derelict. He was
simply ‘Wadsworih’s man,” and therefore had
to go.” :
_0.__.
HE ANTI-ROOSEVELT war goes merrily on.
Former Representative Wadsworth of New
York has given out a newspaper interview in,
which he makes a bitter attack on President
Roosevelt. ~The president demanded the resigna-
tion of Archie Sanders, collector of customs at the
Rochester port, and Mr. Roosevelt's friends ex-
plain that this and other removals were made in
line with his plan of co-operating with Governor
Hughes and consulting him about federal ap-
pointments. A  Washington dispatch says:
“President Roosevelt has been at work on this
plan of harmonizing the republican party in New
York for some time, and it was furthered to a
great extent when Henry W. Taft, brother of Sec-
retary Taft, a few days ago made his statemeut
after a long conference with President Roosevelt.
Recently the™ president had a conference with
Charles P. Taft, of Cincinnati, another brother of

Secretary Taft, and an Influential politician in

Ohlo. After this conference Charles P. Taft went
to Ohio and started a canvass of the state to
develop the Taf{ presidential sentiment.”
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R. ROOSEVELT'S friends made much of the
reported interview in which Senator La-
Follette declared that Mr. Roosevelt must be a
candidate to succeed himself, The Washington
corresponden - for the New Yeork Bvening Tele-
gram says: “Why is President Roosevelt so le-
terminedly opposed to recognition of Senator La-
Follette, of Wisconsin, in connection with the re-
publican succession in 19087 It may be said this
question has been more frequently asked than any
other one since the president began interesting
himself In the 1908 outlook. LaFollette is -e-
garded In Washington by many as more near'y
representing Roosevelt ideals and ldeas than any
other man prominently before the nation. He in,




