
W "W T ""jf";' f Jt ' " v '

APRIL 5, 19OT The Gommonef. 15
HARRIMAN AND HILL

Quite so. Mr. Hciiry M. Whitney,
of Boston, director In the Boston &
Maine railroad, is entirely right. Mr.
Harriman and Mr. Hill by the consum-

mation of their monarchical schemes
are doing more for the government
ownership of railroads than all the
writers and orators in the country.
The principal economic reason for
leaving the roads in private hands Is

the expectation that the public will
thereby enjoy the benefits of competi-

tion among them. This expectation is

illusory at best, but Hill and Harri-na- n

have definitely destroyed all ra-

tional hope of competition. They may
assert that it still exists, but the pub-

lic looks rather at what they do than
at what they say.

The people are also jealous of the
existence of this imperial power in the
possession of one or two men. It
looks dangerous. The opinion is be-

coming common that, if economic
power must be so concentrated, the
concentration should bo where the
voters can control it. Hill and Har-
riman have also by their action, re-

futed the objection that the railroads
cannot be managed by a single bu-

reau. .They are so managed now,
though it is done rather badly, with
waste, wreck and great loss of life.
The people are inclined to believe that
it could be done better by a govern-
ment department which would attend
to the business- - strictly- - and not divert
needed time and attention to specu- -

Infinns in stocks...
The fear that , government ownership

would lead to the creation of a great
political machine has also lost iis;
point. Civil service rules together wltl
labor unions put such 'a .possibility out
of the question. And even if thta
were not so the public finds the pres-
ent political activity of the railroads
ivore dangerous than any such ma-

chine could be. The corruption1 of gov-

ernment which they accomplish by
their inveterate lobbying, by issuing
passes and by other well-know- n meth-
ods, surpasses anything which a mere
political machine could cause. Thus
Mr. Whitney was exceedingly well ad-

vised in remarking that Mr. Harriman
and. Mr. Hill are in reality the most
effective promoters of government
ownership. Portland Oregonian (re-

publican.)

THIEVES AND THIEVES
Pour Nebraska cattlemen who con-

spired to steal 200,000 acres of govern-

ment land have beqn condemned to

pay the penalty for their crimes. Two
of them are to pay a fine of .$1,500

each and serve one year in a county
jail; two of them must pay $800 each

and spend eight months in jaU. It can-

not be said that this is an 'excessive
punishment for the theft of 200,000
acres of land.

Suppose that thesd men had been
convicted of stealing $200 in cash or
that by force 4they had held up a cit-

izen and taken a dollar from his
pocket they would not have got off
so easily. There is a defect in the
laws when greater thieves escape with
penalties mild in comparison with
those imposed upon lesser thieves. If
the man who stole $173,000 from the
subtreasury is ,found to be a trusted
employe of the government no greater
punishment can be inflicted upon him
than upon a sneak thief who takes an
overcoat worth $15, while the
ruum penalty in the latter case is one
year and in the former case six
months.

Whether viewed from the standpoint
of punishment or warning the penalty
inflicted upon the land thieves is not
likely to have" a great deterrent effect.
JTo serye one year in a county jail,
ijwhere money will procure luxuries and
where there is no hard labor to per

form, is little enough to pay for the
use for years of 200,000 acres of land.
The government is making a good be-
ginning In prosecuting the men who
seize the public domain, but the next
convicted criminals should be given
the extreme penalty of the law if the
practice is to be rendered unpopular.
Chicago Tribune.

IN LAND. WATERWAYS
We have simply failed to realize the

possibilities of these three or four
trunk streams, Ntheir innumerable trib-
utaries and the smaller rivers which
Providence has planted as potential
highways in nearly every state in the
union. We liave, instead, permitted
the annual appropriation for rivers
and harbors to degenerate into a mad
scramble for local favors, the upshot
of which is influenced more by polit-
ical pressure or favoritism than con-
siderations of the national welfare.
These river systems should be, today,
auxiliaries to the railroads of the coun-
try. They should be more. Furnish-
ing cheap transportation to finished
or crude products to the ports of the.
Gulf of Mexico or those on either the
Atlantic or the Pacific coast, they
should, a decade ago, have constituted
a checkmate against the rapacious ag-
gression of the rail lines. Atlanta
Constitution.
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gives descriptions and prices of over 125 styles of Full lino of

me: H. C. PHELPS, Pemmldent, .
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There never been In the legisla-
tion of tills country a practice
than Unit of the introduction of the
icoiproclty feature the law

the subsequent repudiation of
whole matter. It Is conspiracy of
the trust Unit did it, and it is time
it was it is time we
having a prosperity that was not turn-
ing out inulti-milllonair- os by the score.
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VOTES IN FRANCE AND

In France a man may, in certain
vote as many as times.

In (lie number of times
depends upon the size of the majority
the machine Is figuring on the pop-
ulation of the graveyards. Washing-
ton Heruld.
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Try
every detail, you can return the remainder of
your order and the two gallons will not cost
you one Penny.

Ho other paint manufacturer ever made such
a liberal offer.

It is because I manufacture the finest paint,
put up in the best way, that I can make this
offer.

I go even further. I sell all of my paint on
six month time, if desired.

This givesyou an opportunity to paint your
buildings when they need it, and pay for the
paint at your convenience.

Back of my paint stands my Eight-Ye- ar

officially signed, iron-cla- d

Guarantee.
For forther particulars regarding my plan

of selling, and complete color card of all
colors, send a postal to O. L. Chase, St.'Louia,
Mo. I will send fny paint book the most com-
plete book of its kind ever published abso-
lutely free. Also my instruction book entitled
This Little Book Tells How to Paint" and

copy of my ar guarantee.
Om Lm CHASE, The Paint Man.
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