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afrald of state and national ownership of such
railroad lines as may be required for the purpose
of accomplishing complete regulation by the gov-
ernment and hHy the states both of the rates
charged and services furnished.

How better could the states of Tennessee and
Kentucky serve their people than to build a rail-
road from Chattanooga, conneeting there with our
state road to a point on the Olio river? How bet-
ter could the states of Ohlo and Indiana serve
their people than to extend a line from such a
point on the Ohio river to the Great Lakes, and
then hiow could Georgia better serve the people
of all these states than to build a road from At-
lanta to the ocean? We might then have from the
lakes and from the Ohio river to the ocean a
great transportation company, operated not for
selfish gain to pay dividends dpon improperly Is-
sued stocks and bonds, but to bring the people
the very best service at the very least cost,

These are great problems, Let us steadfastly
set our faces to the front, determined that Georgia
will contribute her part towards protecting the
rights of the shippers and the rights of the great
masgses of the people against every unjust burden.

FROMJACKSON TO ROOSEVELT

In an editorial entitled “Irom Jackson to
Roosevelt” the Wall Street Journal says:

“The signing of the Aldrich bill is the first im-
portant step in the abolishing of the independent
treasury system which was established in  Van
Buren's administration as a result of Jackson's
war on the United States bank. From Jackson to
Roosevelt covers a period of over seventy years.”

IEvidently the Aldrich bill is entitled to consid-
erable more attention than it is receiving in the
editorial columns of American newspapers.

OO0
A REMARKABLE EDITORIAL

In its issue of March 6 the Wall Street Journal,
which is evidently the most conscientions financinl
publication in Wall street, printed a three-line edi-
torial. It was one of the best editorials ever
printed ip an American newspaper. 1t ought to
be displayed in every Wall street counting-room;
and not only In Wall street but throughout the
world, With all of its simplicity it is a remark-
able editorialk; remarkable alike for its brevity and
its truth. Here it is:

“The Human snd the Divine:—The mere hu-
mnin_ in us working alone barely.earns expenses;
it is, the divine in us that yields dividends.”

OO0

COCNT THE DAYS OF SUNSHINE

Count the days of sunshine, marke them on the
pane

Wheére you're sure to see them through the mist
and rain; -

They are sent to brighten coming dreary days,

Count thé days of sunshine, fill the hours with
praise;

Think about the sunshine, life is gladder far

Than we Sometimes deem it; through the gloom a
star .

Ever shineg to guide us when a song we raise,

God’'s within the future and the cloudy days.

Talk about the sunshine with 'a glad content;
Thank the gracious Giver for each blessing sent;
Tell of loving kindness; labyrinthian ways
Oft, e’en this side heaven, lead to happier days.

Sing about the sunshine, it will soften pain,

Lift your courage higher, bid you hope again;
Doubt is for a moment, shadows flee away;
With the dawn of morning, Joy resumes her sway.

—Westminster Review.
OO0
CGOVERNMENT WORK

A reader of The Commoner sends in the fol-
lowing:

On September 15, in Memphis, Tenn., Secretary
Shaw attacked the idea of Public Ownership of
Rallways on the ground that the “inherent nature
of public service” prevents the efficient and econ-
omical accomplishment of any work.

In proof of this, the secretary cites the instance
of the erection of the public building in the ecity
of Chicago, which occupied nearly ten years more
than it would ‘have required if done by private
enterprise. He states furthermore that this was
defended *“with record proof that it had been
about as expeditiously built as most structures of
its character erected by the government.”

This is undotibtedly the case with the erection
of public buifldings which are built under the di-
rection of the sypervising architect of the treas-
ury, a subordinate of the hmmrz.l‘#:e secretary; but
that this is due to some other cmise than the “in-
herent nature of publc service” can easily be
proven by the record 'of other work carried on
by the government. In’the Congressional Record
of December 16, 1905, will he fountd the following
statement of facts, Speaking of the constructioh
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of works under the reclamation act, Senator New-
lands said;

“The irrigation committees of the senate and
house visited the various projects during the last
summer, and we had apportunity of observing the
quickness and extent of the work, and we were
amazed at the progress that had been made in
ﬂ'l(‘ short space of three years. At the same ses-
gion of congress ¢ bill was passed for the con-
gtruction of a postoftice building, to cost fifty or
:igxly thousand dollars in the ecity of Keno, Nev.
Fhat building is not yet constructed—the founda-
tions are not yet laid; and yet the reclamation
gervice has during the intervening period expende
over $2,000,000 in reclamation work in Nevada:
has diverted the Truckee river, a stream of fomls
during certain seasons of the year, a distance of
thirty miles by a new river over Into the Carson
valley; has constructed dams and locks and all
the hydraulic machinery that was NECOSKATY 10
make that enterprise effective, and the water s
now being tugned out upon the soil.”

About half of the three years referred to by
Senator Newlands was occupied by the extensive
surveys and investigations needed to determine
the feasibility and cost of the project, and the ex-
tensive construction referred to had oceuplenl
about a year and a half.

In addition to thig, the reclamation service has
made surveys and investigations of nearly 100
projects in the arid region, has determined the
feasibility of about thirty of them. and begun
construction on twenty-four. Approximately one-
half million of neres will be placed under irriga-
tion by next spring, and this area will be nearly
doubled in another yvear.

To accomplish this work, it was necessary after
the task began to organize the entire service
around the nucleus of about a dozen engineers.
This has been accomplished in the space of a lit-
tle over four years, and as a piece of government
work 18 the marvel of foreign and American en-
gineers for the rupidity and efliciency with which
it has been accomplished,

Though it is the aim to do this work mainly
by contract, it has been found very difiienit to (o
80 on account of the Immense amount of railroad
and other construction work in progress in the
West, which has compelled the service t6 entor
extensively upon construction work by force ac-
count without the intervention of contractors. In
several ‘cases large contracts have been let and
the contractors have failed. In the case of the
Gunnison tunnél, the contractor accomplished lit-
tle except his own bankruptey and an illustration
of how the work should not be done. The gov-
ernment is now pushing that work by the direct
employment of lebor and has acecomplished 1he
work with speed and efHelency, making what
is believed to be the world's record In the raplidity
of driving a large tunuel,

The efficiency of the United Btates mail ser-
vice is generally conceded, but Becréetary Shaw
explains this by saying that the mails are carried
“under contract’ It is equally true that most
public bufldings 'erected by the treasury depart-
ment are built under contract, so that this does
not explain the great discrepancy between the eof-
ficiency of the aail service and the inefliciency of
the treasury department.

That the government can accomphlish results
with speed and efliciency is proved by the post-
office department, and that it can do this without
the intervention of contractors is proved by the
interior department,

If the railways were owned and operated un-
der a department where the controlling head felt
himself responsible for etficient and economical
service and believed that by proper administra-
tion it could be accomplished, it undoubtedly
would be, but if it were placed under a secretiary
who believed that the “inherent nature of publie
service” absolutely prevented efficiency the results
would probably be comparable with the Chicago
publi¢ building.

The secretary says there are over 20,000 em-
ployes in the treasury department, but that if this
was a private enterprise “every whit as murh
work could be accomplished with a reduction of
ong-third in number and one-fourth in salary ol
those remaining.” . If this is the case, no one but
the head of that department is responsible. Other
departments have shown that such inefficiency as
this in public pusiness is unnecessary, and It may
be of interest in this connection to observe that
as a violator of the civil service rules ip their letter
and spirit the treasury department has the worst
reputation of any department in Washington.

It may be admitted that the postal sérvice is
not as efficient or economical as it should be, but
this is due mainly to the lobbles of the rallroad,
telegraph, and- express compaunies, who by their
influence secure exorbitant rentals for mail cars,
prevent the exteasion of the parcels post, and se-
cure a rate upon third-class matter double that on
fourth-cluss matter and eight times that on sec~
ond-class matter, in order to prevent tiie competi-

tion of the paycels post with the express com- |
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panles. They nl=o prevent the postal use of the
telegraph, which is today the quickest and one of

the most Important means of transmitting Intel-
ligence,

It may further be admitted that no government
function can be ns economiecally or efficiontly ng-
ministered as it sbould be antil the railromds and
other powerful corporations are eliminated from
politics,  No method of doing this Is known ex-

cept public ownership of rallways and other nat-
ural monopollos,

But even bandieapped as they are by power-
fin corporate interference the postothice and in-
terior departments have demonstrated the great
superiority of public over private service due 1o
the fact that their primary object 18 the accommo-
dation of the publie rather than the Inrgest pos-
sible profit irrespective of the publie interest.

OLD TIMES, OLD FRIENDS, OLD LOVE
There are no days like the good old days,
The days when we were vouthful!
When humankind were poor of mind,
And speech amd deeds were truthful;
Before a love for sordid gold
Became man's raling passion,
And before each dame and mald beeame
Slave to the tyrant Fashion!

There are no girls like the good old girls—
Against the world I'd stake ‘em!
As buxom and sinuart, and clean of heart
As the Lord Enew how to make ‘em!
They were rich in spirit and common sense,
And plety all supportin'; ‘
They could bake and brew, and had taught school,
Lo,

And they made such likely courtin’!

There are no hoys like the good old b WG —
When we were Loys together!

When the griss was sweet to the hrown bare feet
That dimpled the lnughing heather:

When the pewee sang to the Summer dawn
Of the bee in the billowy clover,

Or down by the mill the whip-paor-will
Echoed hig night soug over.

There is no love like the good old love—
The love that nwother gave us!
We are old, old 1wen, yvet we pine again
IFor that precious grace—God gave us!
So we dreum and dream of the good old times,
And our hearts grow tenderer, fonder,
As those dear old dreams bring soothing gleams
Of heaven away off yonder,
—LEugene Pleld.

SPECIAL OFFER

Everyoue who approves the work The Com-
moner Is doing Is Invited to co-operate along the
lines of the special subseription offer. According
to the terms. of this offer cards each good for one
vear's subscrintion to The Commouer will be fur-
nished in lots of five at the ratc of §3 per lot, This
places the yeairy subscrintion rdte at 60 cents.

Any one orvdering these cards may sell themn
for $1 each, thns earning a commission of $2 on
ench lot sold, or he may sell them at the cost price
and find compensation In the fact that he has con-
tributed to the educational campaign.

These cards may be pald for when ordered, or
they may be orderéd and remittance made as
they are sold. ’

The Gom_m'b;er’s Spee_lal Offer

Application for Subscription Cards

Publisher COMMONER: T am Interested in Inereax
=1 Ing THE CoMMOXNER’S circulatiin, aud desire you to
send me & supply of subscription cards. | agree o

use my outmost endeavor (o sell the cards, and will
remit for them a8 ih : rate of 00 cons each, when sold,
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If you belteve the paper 1 doln - & work that merita enoourage-
ment Al out thy above coupon and mall it o The Commoner,
Lincoln, Neb, '




