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and a hundred other duties which T am required to
perform. My mental and physical work is ten
times greater than the postmaster’s at this place,
and my responsibility is great while he has prae-
tically no responsibility. Yet his salary is $6,000
per year and mine is $900. I mention my own
case in this connection to show the actual state
of facts that you may know the state of affairs
in this department all over the United States, It
would do no good for me or for the democratie
party if I should simply expose this and other
frauds and inequalities by having a letter pub-
lished over my nnme, But a leader would by giv-
ing editorial comment in exposing this bring thou-
sands of men to his support and to the party to
which he belongs., I know there are very few
business men that understand other issues to say
nothing of the thousands of laborers who have
but little time to read. Dut fhe subject of this
Jetter is one that all can understand, It may seem
strange to you but I will say that 95 per cent of
the people after all the agitation do not under-
stand what the ratio of 16 to 1 means. [ include
all classes from the wholsesale merchant to the
day laborer. An editorial comment exposing the
inequalities in the postal service would appeal to
every working eclerk and employer and each »5f
them have as many .friends as any one of the
“influential politicians” (?) that hold a *fat job."”

C. W. Eede, Ballston Spa, N. Y.—To Lawyers:
Qe-ntlemen—-l)ons the anti-trust law, or any other
Iaiw, give me the right, upon my proving that I
am being robbed by a trust, or corporation, o
collect damages from either town, county, state
or nation, for failing to give me the protection
for which 1 have paid? If not; then I may be
robbed of my only means of livelihood; my home
may be seized and sold for taxes and I be turned
into the street and then be arrested, fined and im-
prisoned for being a tramp.

YOouU

You mean for me what birds at daybreak sing,
When earth awakening calls to them
With little yellow daffodils, "T'is spring!
You mean the wondrous music of the spheres,
When o’er the distant purple hills
Through soft piled clouds the great white moon
appears.

You mean what the great sea is fain to say,
When murmuring low on silver sands
It sings a lullaby at close of day.
The trees all bow their heads, they listen, too!
The winds are telling them, dear love,
How all the world now means for me—but you!
—Katherine Fay, In Lippincott’'s.

THE PATH

We know not where our hidden way may lie,
What stress and storm the coming years may
hold: .
The midday heats and midnights drear and cold
May meet us on our journey far or nigh—
Yet step by step we go, till bye and bye
The mystie tapestries of Fate unfold;
When weary past believing, gray and old,
We reach the end together—thou and L

On eves grown dim the mists of blindness creep,
The pulse moves slower still, and sorrows fade,
But even then we may not understand;

Yet God still giveth His beloved sleep.

Oh, Heart of Mine, why should we be afraid
If only night may find us hand in hand!
—Myrtle Reed.

WHAT CONGRESS HAS ACCOM.
PLISHED

The Associated Press makes the following
statement showing what congress has accom-
plished: g

“More money has been appropriated during the
short session of the fifty-ninth congress which
passed into history at noon, March 4, than during
any previous session. The amount, as near as can
be estimated, approximates a billion dollars. Two
big battleships were authorized for the navy and
the artillery corps of the army was reorganized
and enlarged. A general service pension was
granted to veterans of the Mexican and civil wars
and like provisions were made for army nurses.
For river and harbor improvements the appropria-
tion aggregated §63,000,000. Increased salaries
were given to cabinet ministers, the vice president
and senators, the speaker of the house of repre-
sentatives, to ambassadors, ministers and con-
suls, to postoffice clerks and letter carriers.

“The public made more inquiries for informa-
tion from the document rooms of congress regard-
ing the ship subsidy bill, the currency measure and
the bill regulating the hours of service of raillway
employes than any other pending legislation,
Ship subsidy died bard in the last hours. The im-
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migration bill, one of the measures brought over
from the long session, was completed under the
spur of P'resident Roosevelt that he might give the
Californian-Japanese situation relief by giving the
administration control of coolie. importation
through passports. The bill further restricts the
admission of aliens to the country.

“A bill was passed for the establishment of
an agricultural bank in the Philippines. The free
alcohol bill in the last sesslon was amended so
that farmers mny distill waste products to be de-
naturized.

“Appeal in eriminal cases was granted the gov-
ernment, a measure Intended to strengthen the
anti-trust legislation by affording a means where-
by the supreme court may pass upon the counstitu-
tional construction of laws,

“An investigation was authorized
the condition of women and child workers, ‘The
interstate commerce commission was authorized
to ascertain if the express companies of the coun-
try are evading the railroad rate law of last ses-
gion by buying, selling and handling on consign-
ment fruit, vegetables and oysters.

“Reed Smoot was sustained by the senate as a
senator from Utah, ending a four-year controversy,
The senate ratified the treaty with Santo Domingo
and that of Algerciras.

“The president was authorized to use his good
offices to prevent atroeities in the Congo.

“The senate also launched an exhaustive inve.s-
tigation of the Brownsville affair.”

The house passed the Aldrich eunrrency hill,
which bill among other things increases from £3.-
000,000 to £9,000.000 the amount of national bank
notes which may be retired during any one month,
This is regarded as a part of the asset currency
plan, the bankers seeking the power to confract
the currency, at their pleasure, by the retirement
of notes and to expand, at their pleasure, by the
isgue of asset currency notes.

The hours of employment bill was amended to
limit the hours of telegraphers who handle train
orders to nine a day. the maximum to be twelve
hours where only one is employved. Trainmen must
have eight consecutive hours off duly every twen-
ty-four, .

OOOO

AN EXTRAVAGANT CONGRESS

The Associated Press gives the statements of
republicans and democrats, showing the late con-
gress to be the most extravagant one in history,
as follows:

Statements were made to the senate and house
today by Senator Allison and Representative Taw-
ney, chairmen, respectively, of the appropriations
committees, and by Representative Livingston,
ranking minority member of the house committoe
regarding the appropriations of the sgession. 'T'he
total appropriationg ngeregate $019,948,679.63, of
which $756,662,674.27 is for the annual expendi-
tures for the fiseal vear ending June 30, 1908,
The balance of the grand total ig to be used ns
follows: $12.4309.085.36 for emergencies and e
ficiencies on account of the fiscal year 1007 awd
prior vears; 31,000,000 for miscellnneous objects,
such as private claimg and the like, authorized in
special actg, and 149,996,352 for permanent annual
appropriations to meet the interest charge on the
public debts, the requirements of thesinking fund,
expenses of collecting the revenue from customs,
redemption of national bank notes and other pur-
poses,

The revenues of the government for 1908 are
estimated at $850,000,000, which, it was stated,
would leave a surplus of $20,000,000 and.not a de-
ficit as had been predicted in some quarters.

During the fifty-ninth congress as a whole it
was stated that $108,000,000 had been appropriateid
in excess of the total of the fifty-eighth congress,

Analyzing the increased appropriations for tha
year 1908 over the current fiscal year, the total
of which I8 given as $40,000,000, the increases are
distributed in part as follows: For the army, §6,-
700,000: fortifications, $1,800,000; legislative, ex-
ecutive and judicial, $2,400,000; postal service,
$20,000,000; pensions, $5,000,000.

It was stated that while the river and harbor
bill earried approximately $83,000,000, the expendi-
ture under it would be but $27.000,000 during 1908,

The appropriation for the Panama canal was
increased over that during the fifty-eighth congress
by $69,500,000. During the same time the postal
expenses increased $50,000,000.

Representative Livingston presenting the views

of the minority on the subject, agrees as to the to-
tal, which he =ays is an “increase of §40,530,-
94.47 over the appropriations made for the cur-
rent fiscal yvear and $57,206,492.07 over the appeo-
priations for the fiscal year 1899, made at the
first regular session of the fifty-fifth congreéss,
which covered substantially the entire expenses of
the military and naval establishments on accouut
of the war with Spain.

“Enormous as are these appropriations for the
next fiseal year, there should be added to them
the further sum of $25,000,000 on account of the
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contracts authorized in the naval bill for additional
warships and for which no sums whatever are
yet appropriated, and the sum of $49.820.540 Tor
contracts authvrized In the river and harbor ap-
propriation bill in addition to the appropriationa
made in that act.

“These sums, added to the session’s total ap-
parent appropriations make the tremendous sum
of $904,778,028.43, carried either in direct nppro-
priations or authorizutions at this session of con-
gress, establishing a new record for federal ap-
propriations approaching the prodigious sum of a
billion dolluars for a single session of congress.

“The highest estimates placed on the probable
revenues of the government from all sources dur-
Ing the coming fiscul year indicate thut they will
be at least $100,000,000 below the appropriations
and authorizations for expenditure chargeable to
the session of congress just closing, The Inerense
for the army over last year is $6,718 11767, In-
crease for the nuvy over last year is $21.867.000
with the authorization for twe pew ships.  In-
creases for fortifieations are $1.860L000, and in-
crease for pensions §5,691,000.  If this militacy
spirit and extravaganee is to continue the wava
and means committee had better get busy and pro-
vide a large increase in the revenues.”

Mr, Livingston concluded with this remark:

“I wish to heaven we could give the Philip-
pines away to Japan, and get out of that country,
whose cost to us no one can even predict. [ ro-
ceived a letter the other day from a debating so-
ciety In my district asking my opinion whether
Cuba should be annexed. To that question [ want
to reply right here. We have got enough of that
kind of rats now."”

OOOO
ABBOT'S REPORTS

Mr. Willis J. Abbot, the head of the Demo-
cratic Literary DBureau in the campaign of 1900,
and for many years connected with Mr., Hearst's
papers, is rendering a valuable service in his re-
ports from Washington. Vigilant, intelligent and
trustworthy, he is a sentinel on guard® at the na-
tional capital, and his editorial comments on legis-
lation and legislators is calculated to have a wide
inflnence upon political thought,

OOOO
MAYOR DUNNE RENOMINATED

The renomination of Mayor Dunne of Chicago
upon a strong municipal ownership platform in
spite of the opposition of nearly all of the Chicago
dailies s evidence of his personal strength and
the strength of the prineiples for which he 8 s0
valinntly contending. e has been an honest,
courngeons and faithful mayvor. He deserves a re-
election und onght to receive a splendid endorse-
ment at the hanlds of the people of Chicago.

OOOO

SPECIAL OFFER
Iveryone who approves the work The Com-
mouner is doing Is Invited to co-operate along the
lines of the special subseription offer. According
to the terms of this offer cards each good for one

* year's subscription to The Commoner will be fur-

nished in lots of five at the rate of £3 per lot. This
places the yeai(y subserintion rate at 60 cents.

Any one ordering these cards may sell them
for $§1 each, thus earning a commission of $2 on
each lot sold, or he may sell them at the cost price
and find compensation in the fact that he has con-
tributed to the educational campaign.

These cards may be paid for when ordered, or
they may be orderél and remittance made as
they are sold.

The Commoner’s Special Offer

Application for Subscription Cards

=)

Publisher CoMMONER: | am Interested in inereas.
= Ing Tug COMMONER'S ciroulaticn, and desire you o
send me o supply of subseription ecards, | agree tn

nge my utmost endeavor o sell the cards, and will
| remt for thewm at th: rate of 60 cents each, when sold,
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