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nol only not interfere with the loeal weeklies hut 1t
pught to work in harmony with them NOewH
puipoer lterature s the "|||'.iir'-‘-'! that there is, ”“.'I
O8 nearly every yoter (akes severnl papers there is
no reason why he should not take n weekly giving
the news of the comminnily amnd digscusging local
Isgnes, aud in addition subseribe for o state weekly
witieh will defend his interests in all matters of
Elite impartunee,  The Commoner cannot cover the

gErouud of the state weekly heenuse I is o natiounl
rithier than o state paper and its columns are 1
voled (o the digonssion of gquestions of nationnl
Importanee eowill coopernte with  the  state
weeklies and the local weeklios, for each has n
sphiere of 1W owa and awll ean work tovether ap
the promulgation of demoeratie principles, for the
advancoment of demoeratic padiclos gamd for the
presevvation of o government “of the pecaple, :l_\'
‘_!ll‘ ]||'|:|al|' e 1oy the |||-—1|-l<',”

The demoerals of cacli 8tate are nreed to eon
slder the question of establishing n wes kKly demo
eratic  paper, and the soonoer the work is com-
menced the hetter. We oughit to have (hese papers
now to lay the grotndwork for the coming car-
paign,

OO0
MUZZLED

Not long ogo Second  Assistant  Postmaster
General Shellanburger notified the United Rintes
postal clerks thut they were not to he given the
right to petition for rolief from their grievances,
They were told that they must not apply to con-
gress for reform. And now we read in the Kau-
sas City Journal of February 17 this special dis-
pateh from Washington: “"Rallway postal clerks
now know why they are ‘muzzled.’  Second As-
slgtant  Postmaster General Shellanbarger, in a
communication to congress, tells all about it. Ile
Buys that the department has to ‘muzzle’ its postal
clerks in the interests of the serviee. [f there
Is 0 wreck anywhere and n postal clerk gets him-
sell nterviewed he will be suspended, If the de-
partment sees the interview, and it no doubt will.
‘A postal elerk can digseuss everybody in the
United States, from the president down," saild My,
Shellanbarger, ‘or anything from the Philippines
up, but he must not talk about nny wreele bw whinreh
his teain is involved; that is, taik for publieation.
He can tell his {roubles to the department. In that
way we will be uble to adjust our troubles with
the railroads without much frietion,’ "

It I8 easy to understand why railrond employos
are muzzled whon it comes to railrond w recks but
it ix difticult to understad why, or by what an
thority, the second nssistant posgtmastor
seeks to pUt a wuzzle on Me postal elerks,

OO0
YETIT CLAIMS LINCOLN

The Washington correspondent for the Now
York Evening Post quotes Secretary of War ‘I'afi
08 having deseribed the opponents of our Philip-
pine poliey a8 "rhose who nsserting that the ace-
quisition of the Fhilippines is n departure from
the traditional policy of the government in L EET
Ing sovereignty over an allen people, at present
certainly il adapled (o exercising statehood, are
utterly opposed (o continuing any connection with
the governmment of the Philippine Islands at all
M are strongly in favor of an inunediate aban-
donment of them whatever the result (o the people
of those islands.  They contend that the principle
that all just goveriment must depend upon the
consent of the governed, is a moral one and makes
our occupation of the islands immaoral,”

Then the Posut correspondent says that Seero
tary ‘'aft added: *1 have great respect for pop-
BOns who sincerely entertain that view. The re.
publican party, bowever, differs wholly from them
in their construction of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence,”

“"Government  with  the consent of the gov-
erned” is not necessarily a disereditable view, but,
according (o the republican secretary of war, “the
republican party differs wholly with that construc
tion of the Declaration of Independence.”  And

this is the party that claims Abraham Lincoln ins
Its patron suint!

goneral

OO
RAILROAD MANAGEMENT

The argument against the government ownoer-
ship of railroads hus been that the roads ean he
managed more wisely by private individuals Con-
trolled by their private interests. I this argn-
ment fails, who will be able to defend private
ownership, and vet, during the last fow months
the public has been foreed to the consideration uf
the question: Do the rallroad managers manngze
wisely? The coal ramine has brought great suffep-
Ing in different sections. and the people say: Why
are the railroads unable to turnish coal to the
people who need conl?

: There has hoen car short-
age, grain has waited in the elevators for trans.
portation and merchandise has stood for weeks
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upon the sidetracks, and the people ask, \"]l,\" K]
it that the managers do not provide trangportation
factlities? I8 It a shortuge of cars or a shurlngl’-
of motive power, or both, and If a shgriage, why?
Las mwoney been spent in dividends that ought o
huve been spent o equipment? Wil the ruiirnmlﬂ
serlously aflirm that they are under no obligation
Lo move merchandise when the holders of the mey-
chandise want it moved? Will the railroads ac-
commodate the people or must the people aceom-
modate themiselves to the rallronds? Are the rail-
roads hullt for the people or do people live f"r':'
the purpose of earning dividends for the rail-
roads?

And what about watered stock? Are the people
not 1o be considered in the capitalization of the
ratlroads?  Whenever the dividends of a railroad
et high enough to attraet attention, the stock 's
wittered so that the earnings ean be gpread over
a larger capitalization, and then the managers got
(o work to raise the dividends agiin., This is an
endless chain, and it continues to draw money
out of the pockets of the people and earry it to
the pockets of the railroad managers. Is there no
limit to the amount of extortion that can be Pric-
ticed? Every time the authorities attempt to
reduce rallrond rates, whether passenger or freight,
a ery goes up from the #uilroad managers but
every protest that is made against reasonable ro-
ductions helps to open the eyes of the publie to
the selfishness that characterizes railroad manage-
ment. Competition is being throttled, small roads
are being forced into great combinations, and the
manipulators of the railroads are piling up their
fortunes by juggling with railroad securities.

An important question arises, namely: Can
railrond management be made honest while it re-
maing in private hands? The railroad managers
are doing their best to foree the people to answer,
No.  Will the railroads regard themselves as com-
mon carriers and undertake to perform their duty
in a reasonable way and for a reasonable compen-
sation?  The eailroad managers are not yel pre-
pared to answer, Yes,

If the people dre driven reluctantly to seek in
publie ownership a remedy for the evils of privale
management, the blame will not be upon the re-
former but upon the railrond manager. While the
reformer is tryving to mnke private ownership tol-
erable by rensonable regulation, the railroad mae-
nate is defying public  sentiment, disregardine
public intervests and continuing the exploitation of
those who are forced to use the roads.

SO
THAT OLD SLOGAN

“Let well enough alone” has been the favorife
slogan of republican leaders. Those who vielded
to this ery during political aampaigns now have
the opportunity of learning what it means,  Those
who have heretofore failed to recognize the truth
must now umderstand that while the republican
leaders are shouting “let well enough alone” and
tnsisting that nothing e done to change the tariff
laws or the trust laws, they are proceeding upon
such o change in the statutes as will give greater
privileges to special interests,

Republican leaders are not willing to he hound
by their own logic. They are not willing to “let
well enough alone” in the matter of ship subsidy;
they want to take from the axpayers cnormous
subsidies to fill the purses of a few big steam boat
owners. They are not willing to “let well enough
alone” in our financial laws: they want to give
larger privileges to the bankers and greater favors
1o the gold brokers of Wall street.

When the republican leader cries “let well
enough alone™ he means to make a protest agninst
any effort to disturb the special interests in the
advantages they already enjoy.

“"Let well enough alone” is tQ be used as an
answer to the people's ery for relief when it
not employed as a snare to lure the thoughtless
voter to the support of n party which, deriving :ts
campaign funds lrom the special interests, holds
the word of promise to the people’'s ear only to
break it to their hope,

OO0
CPTOTHE ARMY

At last it has been decided to give the work
of constructing the Panama cannl into the hands
of the United States army.  Having decided in
the first pl:u_-(- Lo construct a cana) along a route
admittedly inferior to the Nicarangua route, it
seems rather strange tha't the work was not lu-
mediately given into the hands of the arvmy en-
gineers.  They kuow what theip duty is, and they
have been trained to perform theiy duty regard-
!l'hi of outside pressure or lnterests. The Amey-
wean army contains some of the inest engineers
in the world, civil and construction, And while
the .\nwrm_m army may be subject to eriticism
along certain lm_vs. it will have to lLie admittes)
that up to date it has not failed to perform sat-
isfactorily every task given into its charge, Now
that Uncle Sam’'s uniformed engine
hold of the canal work there come
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of hope that the eanal will be completed In fime
for our children's children to visit the isthmus
and sce the ships go through,

OOOO
WHY NOT ORDERS ?

A citizen from San Francisco writing to the
New York Evening Post fays: "The California
legislature is overwhelmingly republican, Why
does not President Roosevelt request the California
legislature to repeal the California school law 7"

Mr. Roosevelt might order the legislature to 1e-
peal the objectionable school laws. '

OOOO

ONLY TOO TRUE

President Truesdale of the Lackawana railroad
has uttered a great truth, the only trouble being
that he did not mean it exactly as it sounded.
“The daily attacks on the railroad -companies are
killing public confidence,” said President Trues-
dale. Not confidence in the advisability of being
honest, Mr. Truesdnle, Not confidence in the wis-
dom of dealing justice with an even hand. 1t is,
however, killing confidence in the honesty of the
gentlemen who have the management of our huge
railway systems. As the attacks grow the revela-
tions of graft and intrigue grow. And these reve-
lations are killing publie confidence in the protes-
tations of the eminent “captains of finance.”  But
Mr. Truesdale did not mean it Just that way

OO0
FOR INSTANCE

Dr. Jacob Gould Schurman, president of Cor-
nell university, Says: "I do not want to see a
government despotism in the United States, I
dread the bea urocracy which the government owin-
ership of American railroads would make inevit-
able, I can gee nothing but folly in a policy
which would eall for fovernment loans of billions
of dollars to purchase the railroads and which
would entail the loss of billions of dollars In mis-
management and corruption under the political
control after the roads had been taken over by
the federal and state governments,”

Dr. Schurman would add to the general inter-
est of his lecture if he would describe the “beau-
rocracy” established by the postal department.
He might also give an estimate of the amount of

money lost in the postal department through “mis-
management and corruption,”

CSOOO
ENTERING WEDGES

The conduct of the republican leaders with re-
spect to the ship subsidy bill and the asset cur-
rency bill is in keeping with fheir conduct toward
all measures of hat clasg,

In 1896 the republican leaders declared in favor
of international bimetallism and then after they
had won their victory, they iMerpreted the result
as an indorsement of the single gold standard.
IFour years luter they boldly declared for the single
gold standard. Nearly évery republican orator
in the country has assured us for a number of
Years that there was no danger whatever of thoe

passage of any measure like the dsset currency
bill,

The republican habit is to keep these measures
hefore the people, denying responsibility for
them for a time and finally, when they think it
opportune, they boldly embrace the plan, seeking
to justify their position on the ground of “great
national necessity,”

They have met this “great national necessity”
by attempting to pass the Lsrosvenor ship subisidy
bill which would have been but the forerunner of
the greater ship subsidy bill for which the specinl
interests have so long contended and the passage
of the Aldrich currency bill which is the entering
weoedge for asset currency legislation.

SOOO
SHIP SUBSIDY BILL BRIBERY

The constituents of every congressman who
voted in favor of the ship subsidy bill will be in-
terested in the serious yet undenied story told
upon thé floor of the house by Representative
Birdsall of lowa. The following report is taken
from the Omaha World-Herald: *“1he inwardness
of a story of attempted corruption of COugressmen
in the interest of the ship subsidy bil came out
on the floor of the house today in a speech by
Congressman Birdsall of Towa in opposition to the
subsidy measure, Euarly in the session the story
got cireulated in Washington that in the m)ligrei-
sional campaign last fall the advocates of subsidy
had made themselves offensive to a_-q'mgressmeh
whose support they were especially anxious to
enlist. Among these was Mr., Hinshaw of Ne-
brassa, to whom was sent 1 check for $200 with
the suggestion that it might be useful as a con-
tribution to the campaign fund, My, Hinshaw
sent it back. Report is that some other checks
of the same sort were sent to other people, who
didn’t bother to returm them. Anyhow the story
has been threatening u seusation ever since the




