o -~

-

e e e

T e e e et e

e '-i-

pere =

2

wheat, e sidd that come cume from the hill :mi!'
gome along the river route but that when ”I“:y
reachied the mill, the miller did not ask thermn whies
road thoy eame by but whether the wheat was
gomd. 1 have thought of this story n ;:n-ul!_m;un_\
times, ond It often applies to politics,  When |
first went to Washington as a econgressman 1 hadd
an idea that all virtne was to be found in 1_I1-- dem
ocratie party aid that all viee was to be found in
the repubbean paety: but after I had been in rrli.l
gross awhile, 1 found that there wore some e
demorerats and that there were many good repub
Heang, and thig nade me a Htte more charitabie
In my epinfons,  When | bheeame @ «':tlll!ill:ltn- for
the presidency some of the democrats left me and
gome of the republicans came to my support, :!:M
after carefvl consideration T made ap my miind
that 1 would sather look o republican in the faee
than o democrat i the baek,

Among members of parties you will find the
gnme distinetions that are to be fonnd between
parties.  In every country where there is a r'r:"'
expression of publie opinion one party “'” Fres
found going toward the people and the ather elther
golng away From the people or tlhf!rilt'lillt.‘,” the
progress  toward  reforn. These -Mluwl_mlw:.
though not so aggrgvated, are to be found within
the different parties.  In every party yon will fhud
gome more advanced than others who are con
gldering  remedinl  legislation. The twe  great
parties of this conntry are the repoblican party
which ig in power in the nation and the lh‘mt,:-'l':lln-
party, which by all considerations ough tn_lul i
power.  One of these parties must necessarily be
nearer to the neople than the other, hut you will
also tind among the republicans reformers il
conservatives; and in the demoeratic party there
are radical democrats and demoerats not so vaddi-
enl, so that s gometimes dithienlt to dreaw the
line between the conservative demoerat amd  the
radieal republican,

When I owas in Japan T found that they had
what they called Korean lions before the doors of
the temple, one on each side,  These Korean lons
pre rather interestng sonimals; they do not Lok
fereocions like the Numidian lion but are rathed
comical in appearvance.  What struek me, however,
is that one of these Hons has hig mouth open while
the other has hig mouth shat,  We are told that
they represented an lden—the eternal confliet be-
tween the positive and the negative,  One says
Yos—the other says No, and progreess lies between
the two,

The feformer asserts gomething and the timid
man says “No, it is not wise.”  Or he may simply
say "l am not convinced, 1 am not sure.” I is
necessary (o have both of these elements iy so-
ciety, if it were not for the conservative the rod-
ical would go too fast, aud if it were not for the
radical, the conservative would not go at all.  So,
when T speak to o body like this even though ol
belong to an opposing party, 1 know that there
will be differences of opinion among them.  In
this country we could by unanimous consent dis-
solve all parties and create one groat party, to
be known as the republican party or the demo-
cratic party, or by any other name, but it would
last just one day, The next day there would be
two parties organized within this one party and
they would represent the radieal and the conservi-
tive clements.  This is not only necessary but it
is for the hest.

I desire to present some thoughts to vou, and
I do not know Low I ean better show my appre-
cintion of the courtesy extended to me hy you
as members of this legislative body and by 1lis
Excelleney, the Governor than by presenting soe
things which 1 believe to bhe worthy the conside-
tion of law-makers and of atizeas, 1 doe aot i
o very great distinetion bhetween the law miakey
and the eitizen, for the citizen of today is the luw-
maker of towmorrow: and every citizen ought o he
sutliciently informed upon publie questions to he
llluh_' to respond at any wme to the c¢all of his ns-
sociates :n_n] become a law-maker, However, he-
fore entering upon this gubject 1 desire to sy i
word about your approaching exposition. T hone
1o attend it in 1909, You have made such wondoy-
ful progress since 1 was hore nearly seven vears
ago that 1T am anxious to come when 1 can see
your [ll'tngl:t'ss represented in oa great exposition.

. ) t of economy and the exXpendi-
ture of 1_)111-1:.- money, 1 am opposed to subgidies
to Illlll\!llllii!:% or corporations for the anid of pri-
yate enterprises, but I am in favor of appropria-
tions for edueational work and for experiment.

0 He get the benetit of (he experiment
B for it e mones. Moy
general good, and I-‘ II'l¥l|lnm'~a 'S spent for the

_ good, and 1 wlieve that an exposition is a
great |"tll.lt':lllnll:|] msttution, I favored “I’l'l'ulsri-;-
it e ot when . congrons 1 ey
hibit \\l'lu-rv\'vlrll ll“tl-w”_m“'m should have

ere I8 ouan
W a thousand of your poy

' din ex-
CXposition.  Not one

wlation could visit the
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city of Washington and see the workings of the
covernment, but if you have an exposition here,
the government can have an exhibit and ﬂ!ll_s
bring its work before many times as many citi-
zons us can get o glimpse of what is being done
in Washington, Wherever there is a local interest
suflicient to organize an exposition, the govern-
ment ghould make an exhibit. It 18 bringing the
povernment to the people because the |wn|:h" ¢in-
not o to the government. Then, too, expositions
enable us to exchange opinions; the more we min-
gle together, the better we understand each t'l“‘l"l’
and the less danger there is of disagreements, The
Fast and the West should fraternize with each
other more; the people of the North and the South
should become better aequainted,

\nexpogition has another advantage, 1t low-
erg rales: iF voir cannot get lower rates inoany
other way, vou are sure to get them through an
exposition,

Bt to my 2ubject, There are three matters
which T desire ‘o present to you briefly. One is
the position of the representative; there are two
theories which prevall among ug, and they are to
e found wherever representative government ex-
ists. One is that the representative is elected to
think for the peaple; the other is that the people
think for thewselves and elect representatives to
aet for them.  The difference hetween those theo-
ries is clearvly marked although it may not Lbe
ecasy o separate those who follow one theory from
those who believe in the other. Every representa-
tive, however, leans in opinion toward one theory
or the other, aml it makes a great deal of differ-
ence which way he leans, 1 am a believer in
the second theory, namely—that the people think
for themselves and elect representatives not to
think for them but to act for them. This theory
% consigtent with our ideas of government, and
I will give yoa two or three reasons which lead
ne to believe that it is generally aceepted among
the people,  In the first place we have the consti-
tntion, By whom is the constitution adopted? Dy
the people.  And what does the constitution do?
It regnlates the legislative body, directs, limits
and controls, and why? Because there is more
virtne in the people than finds expression through
their representatives.  In our organic law the peo-
ple seek to put o grip upon the representatives,
they hedge them chout to prevent misrepresenta-
tion,  This is proof that the representative is ex-
pected to represent,

Another proof is found in the fact that we have
platforms,  When we go Into eampaign we pre-

sent candidates who are pledged (o certain plat-
forms,

Now, why is a platform adopted?  Surely
t!r:tl the people may know what the representa-
tive will do if ciected.

. And this information is
given to the people in order that they may decide
which candidate to support. If we :Il‘l‘t‘illi,‘ll the
doctrine that the representative should think for
the people, we would not hamper him or dirvect
bhim with the platform. When we adopt a plat-
form we indicate that we believe that the repre-
sentative is bound by the will of the people, In
other words, the adoption of a platform establishes
the fact that Me representative is the servant and
not the master of the people.

The faults of our government are not
people themselves but in the representatives of
l!u- people: and it is not because the representa-
tlu:.u lnck intelligence, for I am not flattering this
legislative body when 1 say that all over 1I|i;
union the membhers of the legislature are not l’u;-
low the average of the people in imc-lli;:q-uc-b 1
might even say without exaggeration that the ;'¢'|1-
I‘E_‘Rt‘.lll:i.li\l's are above the average in intelligenco
Their faults, 1 repeat, do not come from I;;:'i- .,f
intelligence but from the fact that they .*-emlu'li\lll'i
yield to the temptation to put theip n.wn inu'r:wl}
above the interests of the people whom they qm-'\-;
This Is the weakiess of legislative ]H”li;.q. m:i
therefore it is AlWays necessary that the I'(;‘j;'(a -‘.(
tative should cemember that hoe is the 41-1'\!1111?‘ i'll:
the people; that {hey may spealk 111!‘:-11gi1 him -“01
have their wishes respectod. ' e

We have for o groat many years had the tel.
egraph system, A man cin stand at |
ment here and talk to a man
by means of a wire stretehed
imstruments.  In legislative bodies we have S0me
times seen the principle of the telegraph ..‘“nn‘,-
ll":lll'll. The man in the legislnture jsqwlllnl pl ‘llh-
of the wire and some intluential t'ul'|:u:"|t: “-“]
the other end. §he man in the lv-.:isl:nurn'iwt::n::"t
times not but accepts (-
1 at the othey end of

in the

an o instry-
many miles away
hetween the two

(1

‘ free to do his own will
rections from the hidden 1
the wire,

More recently we have heen
less system of telegraphy,
we ought to have in the le

less system there is no communication by win

'I-‘ut the message is transmitted through l'h.“.l.lf!

I'here are two iustraments nttuned to eacl ‘“'“.l.'

and the IS8 Ze sent li)‘ One is t;ik'.“ ll\"lhll e ]“It'

It‘\\nllltl be a great improvement it wo t'til:l ;!l.l"t'.

stitute the wireless system forp the system u:xr‘::lc
W LS

t_l.uiu;.f the wire.
:l_lul it ilusteates what
sislature, 1n the wire.
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have had, and have the legislator so attuned tg
the people as to be able to cateh the messg o (rom
them and be a real representative of | COn-
stituents.

This then, in the conception of a legi,

“ ur
duties, manifests itself in varlous chany. liq
gested in the methods of government. [ you :
lieve in a theory you naturally endeavor to e
everything conform to that theory. Consisiioy
is 1 powerful thing and has a great influence 1
the human mind. Show me & man who really L.
lieves in a principle, and I will show you 4 man

who will endeavor to apply that principle to cvopy
subject to which it can be applied. For instance,
if a mau believes in the doetrine that it is Wrong
to steal, he not only applies it to ehickens i 1o
bhorses and to money, but he applies it to cvepy
other Kind of property; if the man really belioyvos
in the doctrine that it is wrong to steal, he ayplics
the principle so as to include grand larceny s
well as petty larceny.

I fear that the commandment has someiinig
been amended o as to make it read *‘Thou <t
not steal—on a small scale.” If the gecale is 1w
enough, it is a different matter. I am not violg
ing any confidence when 1 tell you that it is «ilop
to steal a million dollars than It i8 to steal a
hundred. If a man steals a small amount, Lie i
Just a common, ordinary thief and no one has any
respect for him, but a man who steals a million
dollars displays so much genius that he exciies
admiration; his cunning and hig talents are =

much admired that his erimeé is sometimes over
looked,

If we believe that the representative is really
the servant of the people and bound to carry o
the will of the people, we will try to make the
machinery of government conform to this prin
ple. There is one reform of this kind in which
I have been interested for years, but it has now
become so popular that I can mention it withoul
seeming radieal. It is the election of United Stut s
senators by direct vote of the people. When |
first entered congress that question had never b
daeted upon. Forty years ago Andrew Johnson v
ommended the change in a message to congress.
Back in the early 80's Gen, Weaver, then a e
ber of congress from lowa, Introduced a resol
tion submitting the necessary amendment. Aboil
1892 such a resolution passed the House of o)
resentatives for the first time. The next congross
did the same thing, and then two éongresses i
Journed without action, but the'Senfiment gr v
until finally a third, a fourth and a'fifth House o
Representatives  submitted the resolution; twice
the House was democraiic and three times it was
republican.  1f any republiean, however, boasis
that his party lhas the advantage in the numbhor
of times that the resolution has passed the House,
let me say that while three republican congresses
have acted favorably, they acted after the two
democratie congresses had acted. I eannot, how-
ever, claim originality for the democrats because
the populists advocated this reform before the
democrats did. A large majority of the people of
both parties are in favor of this reform, and some
thing like two-thirds of the states havé indorsed it.
Why? Because nmoug the masses there is a deep
seated belief that the representative ought to he
the servant of the people, and many of the memn-
bers of the United States senate do not now rec-
ognize their duty to the people.

There is another reform which has for its ob-
Ject the bringing of the government nearer 10
the people. It 18 what is known as the initiative
and referendum. I do not know how much you
have discussed the matter out here. Ten years
ago we embodied in our state platform a plank
demanding the initintive and referendum. An O))-
position paper tried to make fun of us; it said that
when the plahk was read at the convention the
democrats looked at each other in surprise. A
cording to this paper one demoerat said “What is
that?” The other replied, “Oh, that is a new
kind of democratic drink,” and then it was
adopted unanimously. Now this is the account
given by an unfrienddy paper but the doctrine is
better understood today. The theory underlying
the initiative and referendum is that the people
have a right to 1ule, and this reform is proposad
to correct the evils which have grown up in rep-
resentative government. It is not used except
where it Is neaded. If the representative body
does its duty, it will not be called into use at all,
but if the legislature refuses to act upon some
question upon which the people desire to act, they
can bring that question before the voters by the

initiative: if the legislature enacts a bad law the

people can veto it through the referendum. 'The
Initiative and referendum are consistent with our
thmg‘,\' of government, because if the pegple want
a thing, they have a right to have it. If you say
that the people will make mistakes, T admit that
they will, but the minority will make mistakes as
well as the majority, and there is one important
difference between thelr mistakes., The majority
uever inteutionally make a mistake, and when they




