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Gifts and their Givers
A few weeks ago John D. Rocke-
feller startled the world by making

the largest single donation ever made
to the cause of edueation—that is, the
Jargest amount of money ever given
at one time, Mr, Rockefeller pre-
gented to the general education board
£32,000,000, It is Impossible for the
lay mind to grasp the enormity of
these figures., But enormous as the
gum is it does not represent 10 per
cont of the fortune popularly credited
to Mr. Rockefeller, and many a man
has given more than 10 per cent of his
fortune to education or to charity with-
out being heralded in the public press
as a philanthropist. If Mr. Rockefellor
is to be praised for giving less than 10
per cent of his holdings to a good
cause, what meed of praise should be
given to Uncle John Darst?

Very few readers of The Commoner
ever heard of John Darvst. He is dead
now. But during his life he scattered
more sunshine, gave more money to
charity and to education, performed
more acts of kindness and helped more
men in proportion to his opportunities
than perhaps any other man who ever
lived in Illinois.

When a young man, without a foot
of land or a roof to cover him, John
Darst married a woman who for fifty
vears was what a wife should be, a
help meet, Mr., and Mrs. Darst began
married life in a one-room log cabin,
and the furniture was borrowed from
the poor neighbors who then lived in
central Illinois, Both of them were de-
vout Christians, and almost their first
decision was that 10 per cent of all
they made—not 10 per ecent of the net,
but 10 per cent of the gross—should
be given to the Lord's eause. This
resolve was never broken. On the con-
trary, many times more than 10 per
cent was given. Uncle John, as he was
familiarly ealled, prospered. Acre Ly
acre he added to his holdings until he
owned one of the largest and .best
farms in central Illinois. Twelve chil-
dren, eleven boys and a girl, were
born to Mr. and Mrs, Darst, raised to
manhood and womanhood and given a
start in life. Each one of the boys
was given a farm well stocked when
he became.of age. The daughter was
given fhe same when she married.

When Eureka college was estab-
lished Uncle John Darst and hig wife
were the largest contributors. The
college had the same experience as
most denominational schools. It often
seemed about to die for lack of money.
But in every erisis Unecle John steppaod
to the front and tided it over. At one
time Uncle John mortgaged almost
everything he had in order to raise
money to keep the college open. But
he never lost faith. “The Lord gave
it to me, and if He wants it back He

is entitled to it,” sald Unele John when |
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a friend remonstrated with him for
assuming such a burden. But Uncle
John didn’t lose. His example inspired
others, and finally the eollege was firm-

1y established, It stands today as Q
great and enduring monument to the
liberality and the heroie sulf’-:-:m'l'iﬂ:-@
of John Darst and his good wife, i.l
has sent out thousands of ministers
and  missionaries, Congressinen, gov-
ernors, merchant princes, lawyers,

doctors and farmers owe their i
cess in life to the lessons learned in
that college. Its influence for ool
!_r.rm encircled the world. It has no on-
dowment of millions. It has no mul-
tiplinlfl buildings., Its name is never
mentioned in the daily newspapers ho-
cause of some spectacular expression
from a professor. It is going right
ahead, quietly but effectively, in giv-
mg to the world young men and wo-
men who look upon their graduation
day as marking the beginning of a
iife of service to their fellows.

For forty years Uuncle John Darst
made it a point to see that every sick
man, woman and child in Eureka had
proper medical attention and propoer
nursing. His own gentle fingers
closed the dying eyes of hundreds, His
sympathetic words and his ever open
purse solaced many a widow and or-
phan. And when Uncle John Darst
passed to his reward every heart in
central Illinois mourned the death of
a friend and a helper of men,

Uncle John Darst’'s contributions to
charity and education did not, perhaps,
amount to 1 per cent of the sum My,
Rockefeller recently gave to the gen-
eral eduecation board, but when his
gifts are weighed in the scales with
the gifts of the oil king, have you
any doubt which side of the scales
will “strike the beam?”
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Nautical
“1 see by the paper that the navy
department wants four or five big bat-
tleships and also a few torpedo bont

destroyers,” remarked Mr. Bildad,
looking up from the evening paper.

“What is a torpedo boat destroyer?”
asked Mrs, Bildad, looking up frow
her knitting.

“Why, a torpedo bhoat destroyer is
a destroyer of torpedo boats,” said Mv.
| Bildad. *Did you think it was a new-
| fangled washing machine?”
|  “They build torpedo boats and then
| build destroyers to destroy them, do
| they, dear?”

“You are getting close to a grasp of
the situation,” snorted Mr. Bildad.

“And when we build a torpedo boat
destroyer some other nation will build
a destroyer of torpedo boat destroy-

ers’?

“Yesg, that's the idea, And—-—hn.t
what on earth are you trying to say,”
gasped Mr. Bildad.
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“But I just want to

know,” sald|
Mrs. Bildad anxiously.

“When  the |
country builds a destroyer of |
the destroyers we build to destroy the
destroy the
torpedo boat destroyers what we build

L

will have to build some destroyers for
the purpose of destroying the destroy-
ers they build to destroy the destroy-
ers that are Intended to destroy the

degtroyers of  the destroyers we have
built to destroy the destroyers of "'
But Mr., Bildad had slammed the
front door and was hurrying to catch
i car that would take him to the ¢lab,
“Men are so funny,” mused Mrs.
Bildad. *“First they find fault with
s beecause we take no interest in pub-
lie affairs, and then when we try to|’
glean information from them they zet|———
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Claudius and  Appolionius  were
sauntering along the Appian Way.

“This is a beautiful highway,” quoth
Claudius. ’

*True, O Clandius,” replied Appol-
jonius, “And we were truly lucky in
having it bulit in this age.”

“And why?" queried Claudius,
“Had we waited a thousand decades

NEWTON'S Heave ano Coven Cuntl
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%y will cure Heaves. ) per
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1pn.~ id, Bend for booklet,
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have seized it before we had it com-
pleted.”

Realizing the truth thereof Clandius
piloted his friend to a bazaar to cele-
brate their lucky escape,
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safely so they will have an opportu-
nity to travel back,” said the advo-
cate,
This was something the manager
nad not given much thought to, but
he said he would think it over.

GAIN ACRES
Br clearing that stumpy plecs
land. THE HNERCULES
Stump Puller pulls any stump,
se.n - Saves time, labor and money,

Catalog FREE. Nercules Mig, Co., Dept.  §0 Centerville, i

~PATENTS that PROTECT

rinventar tod on receipt of Bota. nunsc
-

R.8.&A.B.LACEY, Washington,0.C.  Estab, 185

Brain Leaks AGE"TS shest Plezﬁf l.c“..n.wrmnum:u, fs.."

jewa 1o, days cradi amples & Catalog Free.
If he is a real friend one fault will Euwu.u#m mr..ao—:ra 1, Adagas 5i, Chiengs
not alienate him.

To do right hy compulsion is to do
wrong by inference. The Loyal Guard

GGood IEnough is always paying usu-
rious interest to Very Best

The quicketst way to be rich Is to he
content with what you have,

We would rather associate with a |
good loser than a self-sufficient win- |
Her. |

We long since learned to back an
from the man who began smiling wlu_-u.
he became angry.

The man who hecomes a favorite by
never be-

e

[s & Patriotic Fraternal Beneficiary So-
eciety, furnishing protection for its mem-
hers and their benefliclaries. It accepts
only representative people of high char-
acter and standing.

Every reader of The Commoner is {n-
vited Lo send for particulars with refer-
enee 1o Lthis standard fraternal soclevy,

Address, Edwin 0, Wood, Supreme Com., Flint, Michigan.
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