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heavts of mdlians of wen ']l"'l"'“"”"""ll the den
ocratic platform ol TR0 Vi many of these are
alrendy prepared (o join with the democeratie party
in righting the mistakes of eleven years YN

I coneress and  the president AT oltener

taken their ene from the Chileago platform publice

infteresis wonkd therehy wave  bheen advanceed
Whether the prosident in geveral of ”H'. :.'lli.i.
things for whivh he taodl “Tound  his el

in the Chiciago platform s an unddeniable I.I’.l
thant every refodm movement in whieh the jrresi
dent has ;'IIL'.'I el e mpon which he 1 ‘.\Hll'”l'
applause of e people is i line with suguestions

made in democratic platforms and upon sabjects
concerning which My, own party plat-
form wns silent

Let us take o look at the Chicago platform
and see how aeeurately s protests
cleven years ago—coinelde with the protests now
belng made by men of all parties

In the very beginning of that platform em
phasgizs was lald upon the importinee, amnder oar
form of government, of “the faithful ohservianee
of constitutional lhimitations;” and today many who

];unh:l'\ ol

rogristorol

looked Hghtly upon that warning given in I8 are

impressed with g hmportanee.

Here is the secomd poreagraph from the Chi
cago platform:  “buring all these years th.!‘ III'I!I-I-
cratic party has resisted the tendeney of  selfish
interests to the centralizgntion of  governmental
power, and steadfastly maintained the integrity
of the daal scheme of government established oy
the founders of this repnblie of republics,
its guidings and teachings the great principle of
local self-goveenment has fomud its hest expres-
sion in the mnintenanee of the rvights of the 8o
aud in s assevtion of the necessity of Cof the
the general government to the exeryje United
powers granted by the constitutigie const statoes
States,”  The people of the Sities in 1806 2wl
who rolled up republican, s second paragraph of
who looked lightly upgi are in o position to ap-
the democeratic pls?
preciade its v@ne has the power to coin amd is-

CCONErTgall the Chicago platform, “and Prosi
SUe Wekson declared that this power could noi
dedelegated to corporations or individuals;” and
thoge republicans who are protesting against nssoet

curreney find their cue on this point in the ('hi-
cigo platform where their own party platform is
siiend

I that platform a high protective tavify
WwWis v.\'l“l!‘ 1 iln!ilh' Liveedor Of 1riasts andl
nopolies which enrviches the few at the
the many: restricts

Ly
no-
expense of
fradde amd deprives the Pro-
ducers of the proal Vieriean staples of access
to their natueal markets,”  Awd the republicans,
who, like Lalollette anid Cumniing, are protesting
agiunst the encroachments of corporations, as well
s republican advocates of reciprocity,

_ appreciate
the correctiness of thal nrraigmment,

The Chicago platform deelared that it Is (he
duty of congress (o use all of its constitutionat
power Uso that the burdens of taxation may "
equally and imparvtially laid to the end that wealih
may bear its due proportion of the expense of the
Hovermment.,”  And the president elected as g v
publican is now on recowd in favor of an incone
ax and an inheritance tax.

“The most etlicient wiay of protecting \inerican
labor

I8 1o proliibit the importation of foreign M-
per lnbor to compete with it in the Tiwme

SuysE the Chicgeo l'nl.:li'-l'l'lil.
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THE TREATY POWER

Joseph I, ¢all, a well known lawyer of T.os
Angeles, California, writes to The Commoner this
interesting and timely letter:

In the diseussion as to the treaty power to
nullify the anthority of the states to regulate and
-'--iHI'l.ll their paulie gchools and exclude or segre-
gate foreigners, it seems to me that in the consid-
eration of this important question there are cer-

tain fundamenial prineiples  which have heen
sometimes lost «ight of, ‘

The government of the TTnited States is one ol
onumernted powers, Each Tind  every power

granted (o the 1 nited States is enumerated in the
constitution, .

By article X of the amendments to the consti-
tution, “The powers not delegated to the United
Stutes by the constitution, nor prohibited by it
to the stutes, are reserved to the states respective-
Iy, or to the people,”

[t is plain from these provisions that the con-

stitution of the United States not only 1«’“1“'“”“,"1"
the powers granted to the United States hut;_‘i_'fl‘.l_f
Iy those reserved (o the states, A valig =vaw 15,
| law of the United Sgas> and can

, eetes AW, whethep
change or amend any other eXI8Y oread in the
made by the two houses of ARETENS ‘oF IR <
form of a treaty,  —  otae may be passed and

Laws of the Unite; ol

Fortiv 1o GITee modes:
become effectlve,isonies of the house and of the

First ,}“"l.]w approval of the president.
senate, W' py two-thirds of the house and sen-
"Without the approval of the president.

Third—By two-thirds of the senate. and the
approval of the president, enacted in the form of
i treaty,

The legislative power is thus vested in the two
houses of congress and the president,

Congress is authorized by the constitution to
legislnte with respeet to varions international af-
fairs. The constitution delegates to congress the
power “to regnlate commerce with foreign na-
tions, and among the several states,” “to establish
an uniform rule of naturalization.” *to coin money
and regulate the value thereof and of forelmm
coin,” “to pay debts,” “to declare war,” “to de-
fine and punish pirncies and felonies committed

on the high seas and offenses agninst the law of
nitions,"

“Commercee'

of course, a

includes the buying and selling
and dealing in commodities, and business inter-
course between people of different nations and of
different states,

These powers with respect to foreign affairs
are sweeping and plenary, and in  those
where treaties have been upheld as over-
state authority, the power to execute them
be plainly referred to one of these delegate
ers of congress over foreign affairs.

A treaty is nothing but a contract betwes
tions, and it would hardly be claimed that any cor-
poration had the power to execute g t'(nflll';te't
which was ultra vires. .

The United States by treaty may bind itselr
to perform, or may gunarantee thoe performance, of
any act which the United States. through its lee.
islative department or branch may lawfully o
under the constitution, but how ean it bhe said
that where the legislative branch of the COVern-
ment (which includes the house and senate and
the president), a part of this legislative branch
composed of the senate and the president s;lnm"
may have the power to do that which an three o &
not permitted to do under the constitution? o

The greater comprehends the less, or, in other
words, the whole includes each part, ' o
__In Fong Yue Ting vs, United States, 140 17 «
20, the supreme court of the United S[”['I\‘.; ”L. 1
the following significant language with ;»‘.\-,'.l.,.l'”
the scope of the treaty power: o »

"By the coustitution, laws
thereof and treaties made under the authoritv of
the United States are hoth declared to bhe lIu: -.lh
preme lfl\\' of the land, and no paramount -:m!h 4
Y I8 given to one over the other, f
true, is in its nature a contraet
and is often merely promissory
requiring legislation to carrv it
effeet, Sueh legislation will b
peal or amendment,
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he repealed or modified at the pleasure
In either ease, the Jast expression
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sovereign will must control. 8o far as o ‘
made by the United States with any foreis, p.
tion ean become lh? Rlll),l(?('t Ot j“("('i:ll COLNILINon
in the courts of this country, it is subject 1o el
nets a8 congress may pass for its enforcen i,

modification or repeal. 130 U. 8. 600."

If the treaty-making power is not deterii .
by these prine'ples, it will have no limitaiiong
and the president and sefiate may go on and i
the form of treaties legislate upon every suijoct
not comprehended in the powers delegated 1o oop
grosg by the constitution.

The maintenance of such a principle wonl
obliterate the states and their reserved DO e,
suspend the powers of the- house of represcnty-
tives, and subordinate to the treaty power i1
whele constitution.

It seems to me to logically follow that e
freaty-making power is limited in its scope 1o
the execution of those powers granted by the con-
stitution to congress; that the regulation nnd con.
trol of local and state schools is not on¢ of the
powers granted o congress and that a treafy oi
ing the right to certain foreigners to “travel”
to “reside” in the United States equal to those of
the *“most favored natiow™ has always been
must necessarily be construed as limited to those
objects which the United States under the con-
stitution has #a€ power to deal with.

JOSEPH H. CALL.

SOOO

OBSERVATIONS

A frust is a monopoly of monopolies by monop-«
olists,

"Stand pat”™ neck deep in “muck?”

The only “stand pat” the people should tolerite
is a determination to clean house and do it well.

By the way, after the proof of all the “graft”
and stealing from the “Big 3” insurance coi-
panies In New York, who has been punished? Hus
any of the stolen money been recovered? They
know who took the money, why not make theim
pay It back or convict them? (This is where {he
people are beginning to laugh.)

Public servants are in a way, situated as Eliz-
abeth said of princes, upon a raised platform, -0
that the least bhlemish is seen. And so it shoull
be: for they are but servants and their masters.
the people—or, as the New York Sun sneering!s
prints it, “Pee-pul”—are entitled to see the spots
of blemish. And by keeping their eyes upon their
servants and looking for blemishes in their conduct
the people are well served. Long terms or tenurcs
in office tend to carelessness, but that, in turn, dis-
covers roguery. Iublicity is an absolutely neces-
sary essential to prevent a wronging of the people,
and they should ever insist upon it in all things
concerning their affairs; and turn out of oftice
the person or party that hides anything from the

people that it is to their possible benefit or ad-
vautage to know,

Lately T have heen reading some democratic
and republican speeches, that were elther made
in the house of representatives, or started there,
and finished in the “leave to print”—why is it not
“leaves to print?”

And my heart is not as glad as it is wont to
be nor my mind as free from sorrow as it usually
I8, the reason being that, laying aside my Plu-
tarch, I waded :nto this congressmens’ play grouud
of oratory and compelled myself to read quite a
number of speeches, The introductory remarks
of those who would be thought brilliant, consistel
of a rhetorical stuge-setting with as much, if not
more, detail than was evinced M the argunrents
that followed, But I waded. And I wondered
what effect the so-called arguments’ had upon the
partisans of the house, and I felt morally certain
that the plain and ornamented people of the coun-
fry would pay as little heed to the arguments as
was paid them by the party men who constitute
the house.

Away back yonder, when our congress cou-
tained more great men than at present, and during
an executive session of the senate, BSenator Hd-
munds, that intellectual giant, was hammering
away at the democrats in a way that was simply
awful. Senator Bayard was taking notes; rapidly
and full,—I mean the notes. He sent a page 10
the cloak room where the “Qld Roman™—Allen G.
Thurman—was asleep on a couch and snoring as
loud as Harvey Whitehille of Silver City, New
Mexico. The page reported “progress” to Nenator
Bayard, who at once sent back a senate officer,
telling him to say to Senator Thurman that Sena-
tor Edmunds was pouring broadsides into the dem-
ocrats and if he Qid not come and answer him the
position of the party was lost,

The glorlous old Ohioan was still—no, no, not



