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Thoere no donpt that the latter haldy s llll' &
unanimonsly oppored 1o the edueational bill Ilrl
vol i 11 dares o appose o measnre which ©
count I i thromgeh the Honse of Corn
renlly el toniigt Paees i bolitiod
te e tiany o f dleprive 1t ol nrisioeri
chnrncter I pw regarded as on o soeial o
that @ politien] frvnttion and it will not be "'_"
it ted to absteget any Jegighation upon which :
TINELL have their hoarts Hel Thiee plality of i
peaple of Great Britain to overrhde the will 'I'l
the IS sd to coeree the THonse of Lord: o
g prool of the strength of the doetrine Tt mos
ermmaents derive thelr authority from the people
amd Trom e [l-"ll'll' ilone

Russin hons heen Jeft for the st hecanse i
presents one of the most interesting pletiares of

govertnmental developoionent that has beeon seen )
a contury. She has been o synonyme for despot)s
her people hnve Koown every form of (yeanny aod

gullered every excess of arbitenrey power,  Seizil
withett  wareant s exiled without teiad,  thes
have drealoed e cip of gorrow to jls s At
st the Czar, trihtegned Iy thee thiresiternny

from within and =hpmed by the eriticisms (ron

without, bhegan to coneede, o Bthe ot a time, the
reforms demnded  wiiting, untfortanately, until
the clivmor for a nesw amd laeger relform made the
reform vreantod secm insigniticant, AL Iast ciome
the war with Japan which exhibited the el
ciency of the govermment and demonsteaied how
important a factor pateiotisim Is in war,  The
Russinn soldiers, having little worth fighting for,
ghowed themselves more expert in retreat than
in advance, and a erushing defeat on lnod aned
gen tanght the Czar o lesson which he onght to
have learned bhelore, 15 the Dotma, however, eian
he credited to that defeat then the people of Rus
sla won o victory far greater than the losses of
the war.

The Douma, dissolved with the promise of an
other election, marks a new era in the national
lite of Russin, This body can give volee to the
aspirations of the people and devote the revenues
to the advancement of the interests of the masses,
The first session of that body brought together ns
notable a group of men as ever assembled in o
legislative hall,  Lawyers and editors from the
great eities, eduentors from the universitiosg, mem-
bers of the group of toil and peasants from the
farms —these mingled together, all  intent  upon
remedinl legisliution.  The Czar had no party in
the Douma-—all were radicals, varying only in
dl'_l..’l'l-u':-i.

The future of Russia is no longer in the koep-
ing of the royal family; it hag been transforred
to the people and while there may still be revolu
tions and bloodshed before the popular will can
find unobstroctd expression, nothing  is
certain than that Russin I8 going to have frec
fpeech, a free press, constitutionnl Foverniment
and general education, and that with these she

Wil take her pluce among the most influentiasl
of the Powers

IO e

When, one handred and thirty years ngo, the
slgners of the Declaration of Independence  de-
cliredl certain polltieal truths to be sell-evidenr,
the Kings of the world scoffed at them, but in less
than one and o thied centuries these truths have
taken root the world around, They have spread
hecause they appeal to the heart.  Our nation has
been the world's instrnctor becanse it taught 'n
a lngwage that all could understand. Plutocracy
rests upon wealth, arvistoeracy rests upon bicth
or dutellect, but democracy rests upon the heart.
When wealth dominates, the mind is weakened
by Tuxury and woral sentiments are disregardenl,
Even intellect can be selfish and withhold from
the masses the opportunities which belong to nll,
but the heavt furnishes an impulse that links ul)
classes together and devises 1 government nndoey
which all rvights are respected and all interests
gunrded, A democracy, therefore, a governmeat
i which the people rule, is not only the hest and
the strongest, but it i the only one that Wy el
ceration can afford to leave as o legaey to poss
teriy.

OO0

JEFFERSON AND LINCOLN

Some one veferred to himself gs
demoerat and n Lincoln republlican,”
moent drew from secretary of the
the remark that Jefferson and Lineoln were alike
in that they were “hoth Caneasian, both born in
.'\.l!ll'l.'i-'.'I. hoth twice elected president, hoth [ t-
riotie and both shle”  But Seeretary Shaw snid
that he could (hink of nothing ¢lse Tl.] which if‘n \
were allke, adding: “In political belier thoy Wore
as unhike as is possible in mien fully .-nui:nina-l
(n_;l represeniniive form of :Ltl\d'l‘ltllt':l:!_ AR well
might o wan elamm 1o he n John Knox Culvimst
or i John Wesloy Armenian ns to elaim {
Jetferson democvat i o Lineoln republican.'

Abraham Lincoln himselr ought to he
I]wl':i_\ ol this |PO1,

w

H | -'t‘l“.‘("l'.‘% "M
which stite-
Mreasury Shaw

0 he g

rood an
In a letier replying to Bos-

The Commoner.

fon republicans inviting him to nttt'.lnl i """'I'”'_
fion of Jefferson's birthday, Mr. Lincoln wrote:
Your Kkind note inviting me to attend a festivel
in Boston, on the 28th instant, in honor of the
hirthday of Thowas Jelferson, was i]!ll‘\' receivorl,
My engigoments are such that T eannot attend.
Hoearing in mind that about seventy years ago two
grent political parties were first formed in this
country, that homas Jefferson was the head of
one of them an'l Boston the headguarters of the
other. it s hoth curious and interesting that those
aiipposed  to deseend  politieally from  the party
opposed 1o Jederson should now be m'll'lll':lf'llll.'
hig bivthday in their own original seat of empire,
wiltile Hhose Juiming ]IUlilii‘H' descent from him
have nearly eceased to breathe hig name every-
whiero Hemombering, too, that the  Jelferson
party wos fornesd upon its supposed superior dde-
votion 1o the nersonal rights of men, holding thé
right=s o proporty to bhe secondary only, and
groatly anterior, ond assuming that the so-ealled

democraey of today are the Jefferson, and their
opponents the anteJefferson party, it will he
equally interesting to note how completely the two

have  chunged bunds as to the  principle  apon
which they were originally supposed to be divided.
The democraey of today hold the liberty of one
i to he absolutely nothing when in conflict with
auother man's right of property, Republicans, on
the contrary, are for both the man and the dollar,
but in ease of confliet the man before the dollar,
I remember belng once much amused at seeing
fwo partially toxicated men engnge in a fight
with their great conts on, which fight, after i
long and rather harmless eontest, ended in each
having fought Iumself out of his own coat and
into that of the cther. If the two leading parties
of this day ave really identiecal with the two in
the days of Jefferson and Adams, they have per-
formed the same feat as the two drunken men.
But soberly, v 's now no child’s play to save the
principles of Jefferson from total overthrow in this
uation,”

COOO

“UNCLE DAN"” IS CARELESS

The St. Louis Globe-Demoerat actually endorses
President Roosevelt’s proposition for government
ownership of coal lands.  The Globe-Democrat
says: “The president's proposition has a social-
istie look, nud that may be one of the reasons why
it is meeting with little superficial favor., But the
idea seems wise. By holding these miueral lands
out of the market they could still be made proaue-
tive through lease. 'Fhe difference would be that the
government would get a share of the profits under
the Roosevelt plan, and this would allow a reduc-
tion of taxation and an expenditure of more monaey
by the government for the promotion of great pub-
lic improvements. This looks sensible. The im-
provement of the country's great witerways like
the Mississippt and its chief tributaries could b
pushed if the zovernment should tuke advantage
of Its remaining opportunity to hold its mineral
lands, and let thom for stated periods on sueh
lerms as the secretary of the interior or some ad-
ministeative board should fix.”

Shades of “Biily” MeKee and “Joe" McCul-
lough! .

Can it be possible that
habitually absents himse
crat officey

“Uncle Dan"™ Houser
If from the Globe-Demo-

OO0
POPULISM

ere we have the republican legislature in Ne-
braska  seriously considering a two-cent fare l-'m'
and actunlly adopting  a resolution ]ll'(l{('ﬂtill r
against the ship subsidy: and over in In\\"ll \\‘h
!nul a republican legislature unanimons|y :;tlnlt-
INE a resolution «: lling for o constitutions] (‘Hll\'l"ll*
tion ‘fnt' the purmase of bringing about the popular
election of United Stiates senators and :ulnptin"'
also, a two-cent fare rate. while in various uth:l:
states republican legislatures are adopting laws
seeking to destroy the free DAS8.  Surely the .llili-

thmme populist st pinch himse 1f '
’ s¢ 0o deter "
whether he is alive, letermiu

Is it any wonder that when., recently, a genuine
humorist offered in a republican county conven-
tion in Nebrasia a copy of the ('(':ll:l.pl‘l!fnr I
which he presented as his origing) ideq, 1l|.uI ]n;‘li:f

time denounced populist docume :
: Ht ‘Nt was nani-
mously adopted? SRAI

OO
GOVERNMENT OWNERSHIP

In a -“I""'i-'l! THOeSSNnge to Congress l'r(lﬁilhlnt
Roosevelt said that it would have heen better if
some of the eastern conl lands had bhee left under
?.Tlll'\'t'l'llllll_'l'l'l control and he suggeested provision in
the west “anganing urrence of ' i ans
deplore in {he “.11”:.‘.: urrence of (he conditions wae

To this end the president Bl
tion of coal and other
Linds;

gested consepyi-
resources of government
: the leasing system to be adopted in order
that future generations "may not be deprived uf

w

VOLUME 7, N1

their birthright.”
The advantages of this system are . b |
the president in this way: R
“It may be fairly eclaimed amone 1, .
vantages of the leasing system that
. It will facilitate the workin.

U H
deposits for local markets by miner: ‘:I
lnrge capital,

2. It will facilitate larger operatio

4. Prevent waste=in the extracting gy
handling of these fuels,

4. The system can be operated i K10l
manner as to prevent the evils of mono; e,
control.

5. It will permit the government to rowoppen
fromggeneral use fuels espeeially suitiil. 1

gpecial industeies; and

6. It will enable the government to oot
the publiec against unreagonable and i« -

nating charges for fuel supplies.”

The presidont has taken a long step in (e 4
gument for government ownership. It will he ip.
teresting if those republicans who denoui o tie
editor of The Commoner for his Madison =quipe
statement with respect. to gavernment owiership
of railroads would give their opinion of Mr. Hoose
velt's proposed government ownership of oo
mines,

OOOO
THE PRIMARY PLEDGE

As this copy of The Commoner may he regd
by some one not familiar with the details of the
primary pledge plan, it-is necessary to siv that
according to the terms of this plan every demo-
crat is asked to pledge himself to attend ull of
the primaries of hig party to be held betwoeen now
and the next democratic national convention, un
less unavoidably prevented, and to secure a clear,
honest and straightforward declaration of ‘the
party’s position on every question upon which the
voters of the party desire to speak. Those desiring
to be enrolled can either write to The Comumoner
approving the object of the organization and ask-
ing to have their names entered on the roll, r

they can fill out and mail the blank pledge, which
is printed on page 13.

Lorenzo Obert, Spartansburg, Pa.—Please find
enclosed 33 signers to the primary pledge. Wil
send some more when 1 get my club filled out for
The Commoner,

George M. Fee, MeArthur, Ohio.—Please (ind
enclosed 35 signers to the primary pledge.

Rev. Joseph Nichols, Musselman, Ohio.—I'lcose
find enclosed 15 primary pledge signers.

A. L. Fry, Spencerville, Ohio.—Enclosed 1l
87 pledges taken from my township. We huve
pledged nearly half of the democratic vote nd
expect to organize a club in the near future.

W. H. Pisch, Grass Lake, Mieh.—Sends in 0
signers to the primary pledge.

W. B. Unkefer, Paris, Ohio.—Please find ‘n-
closed 5 signers to the primary pledge.

Joun Riley, Scio, N, Y.—Please find 28 sizuos
to the primary pledge.

Louis J. Dober, Rockport, 11l.—Please find on-
closed 8 signers to the primary pledge.

Victor 8. Finger, Saugerties, N. Y.—Enclosed
find two primary pledge signatures. 1 believe
it a most excellent plan for hurrying the corpori-
tion men from tle party. Have long believed in
government ownership of the railroads and siw
little hope for its progress in either the democralie
or the republican party, We will have enough
voters to make a mighty party of itself if it wore

necessary but it is not, for the mass of democratic
voters will favor it,

OO0
NEBRASKA AND THE SHIP SUBSIDY

Both houses of the Nebraska legislature, repub-
lican, have adopted the following resolution:

Whereas, Thore is now pending in congress i
measure in the interest of the great ship con-
panies, known as the Ship Subsidy bill, and

Whereas, Such a measure is a direct grant of
special privileges and not in the interest of the
people ,and undoubtedly opposed by more thun
nine-tenths of the people of Ncbmsfm; therefore,
be it

Resolved, By the senate of Nebragka, that our
senators be instructed and representatives in con-
gress be requested to work and vote for the de-
feat of such measure, or any like bill, and

Resolved, That the secretary of the senate be
instructed to forward a copy of these resolutious
to each senator and representative in congress,
and to those who have heen elected but who have
not yet taken their seats. :

This represents the gsentiments of Nebraska ¢o-
gardless of politieal prejudice and - Nebraski

congressmen who are tempfed to vote for the shio
subsidy will do well to take notice,

OO0

The eminent railrond managers do not ‘sesto

to experience nny difficulty in securing facilities
for hauling their water to market,




