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point of view. It does not entail any such ox.
penses for storage, loading and unloading, ete., s
pertain to baggage. Station expenses are elim-
innted.  There I8 practically nothing but the cost
of haulage. Wellington, our highest authority in
rallway economics, says that only 70 per cent of
railway expense is due to transportation. On this
haxig the rallway mail rate would be about one-
third less than that charged for excess baggazo,
or nbout four cents per ton-mile instead of twelve,

. . » * - -

“The following table presents the case from the
stundpoint of probable total cost on the various
buses we haye discussed:

100,000,000 TON-MILES O MAIL

At average railway express rates would
COSt perbaps ..o vvin i neiensas + 85,000,000
At average excess baggage rates would

COSL DRI S 5050 5018t 018 65795 #7656 bne oo 6,000,000
At average freight rates would cost
ADOUL « « ek o N hr RS 8T e s pie § o 5 N — 800,000

At average freight rates, making correc-
tion for differenee of dead load....... 8,000,000
At average passenger rates, making cor-
rection for difference of dead load. ... 8,000,000
At actual mail vates (1898)........ oo o4, 754,000

“In whatever way the subject is regarded the
railway mail pay seems many millions too large.”

But the case of high-handed robbery against
the American tax-payers in which the American
government is particeps eriminis, does not stop
with excessive charges for carrying the mails.

“In addition to the regular mail rates the gov-
ernment pays an extra charge for postal cars av-
eraging $6,250 a year per car, although the cost
of construction of cars is but $2,500 to $5,000 each.
IFor two 30-foot apartments in two combination
cars, each carrying one ton of mail, the railways
get no car rental; nothing but the mail weight
rates; but for a (i)-foot postal car with an average
load of two tons of mail, heated and lighted like
the compartments, and with the same fixtures as
the aforesaid compartments plus a water tank,
the roads receive §6,250 a year special car rent in
addition to full rates for the weight of mail car-
ried. This means $5,368,000 a year for the rental
of cars worth about $4,000,000.

. . - - - - . .

“The total pay received by the rallways from

the government on account of the mail was $41,-

499,732 for the year ending June 30 1904. Out of
a total expenditure of $152,362,116, a part of the
mail pay, viz., $5.368,000, was paid as rentals for
postal ears in addition to excessive rates for the
mail earried in the cars. The express companies
do not pay rentals for use of express cars, neither
does the government pay for the use of posial
apartments. There ig no reason why it should pay
rental for postal cars, The whole of this $5,3068,-
000, therefore, should be cut out., As the remain-
ing $39,000,000 is paid on the basis of a rate at
least two or three times greater than that received
by the railways for the carriage of express, it
is clear that the total railway mail pay should not
exceed $20,000,000 and, probably should be less
than $14,000,000 a year.

- - - - - L] L L -

“The excess of $24,000,000 or more which the
government now pays the railways for carriage
of the mails is much more than sufficient to ac-
count for the postal deficit. I'or 1904 the post-
master general reported the deficit as $8,812,76D.
The year before it was $4,586,077. Sometimes it
has been less than $3,000,000 and at other times
more than $10,000,000, But there has been no
year in which the excess railway mail pay would
not have covered the deficit and left many mil-
lions of surplus besides, surplus enough to have
Justified the large extension of the free delivery
system, the gradual establishment of the postal
telegraph, and the introduction of the parcels-post,
such as the nations of Europe enjoy.”
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WASHINGTON LETTER

Washington, February 11.—Congress is soon
to adjourn by econstitutional limitation as every
well informed man and woman knows. But trials
and tribulations are in store for certain elements
of our population. First and foremost those who
are advocating the construction of a navy which
will put Great Britain and all the other leading
nations of the earth to blush are meeting with ub-
structions that fairly make their hearts ache.
This gigantic navy scheme has two classes of
backers. The ship building concerns, of course,
wish unusually large appropriations. That would
mean extra millions for them. They have thou-
sands upon thousands of men in their employ. It
Is a noteworthy fact that these cofporations sfand
together with a unanimity which Is truly surpris-
ing. Twenty vears ago it will be recalled thoy
were not so harmonious. Then it was every cor-
poration for itself, and Satan take the hindmost
But in later years it is well to remember that
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trusts have he
(1 DO on formed in almost eve "
of industry in the United States ry branch
llﬂ"‘:“‘(;”."w. class of men who want Uncle S8am to
n!lim-rqu Bredatest navy on the earth are the naval
m””l”.i ;*:::d““hw friends. It would mean pro-
* these people, & : 2
statement they e not tond candor compels tha
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they think ought to be built P8 and crulseis
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of "'I“_‘ “':“Hli'\'ﬂ 10 set aside the necessary amount
this ey 10 build a navy the enthusiasts think
res country should have. 8o called literary bu-
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8 Dureans, I'he amount of stufr they got out
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Captain Richard P'earson Hobson, formerly an

Z;I:::Iinlmi:: 'I'll!-‘:nlamt\l';\(‘ and a congressman-clect from
MR J ! district represented for  the
past twenty years by Mr, Bankhead, is one of the
most enthusinstice men in the I |' r' . g v ,”. |f'
It will be recalled that he has beas 1ot 5 HAVY.
the subject in variou b te has been lecturing on
nulmnll- I8 1 di:[ 5 i “r.”"' country, Capt.
l a8’ nocrat i polities.  His  friends
1owever, incline to the belief that he harks : ,.
this line because he thinks | aL e dares along
e Biitt ot ll|l;‘ "‘lw inks it would be policy on
to prevent anv 'nf"-‘tlllorzt“m}:'rl'w o o
tacking the United ‘-H.'HN-I'HL o S B
o e L States, l.ln the utlllr-r lh;uul
o 1K Sslan - burton, of the Cleveland district of
nltl'll](l.{"'\'lhﬁ;\['lull;::\”Ill\p'”i‘;lllinlﬁ." (o spending 80 muel
A ding of battleships, ecruisers

and the n!hpr vessels.  Mr. Burton holds strongly
to the opinion that this country is in no (ll‘llll.‘.‘l".l'
of ?.:’t‘f'llll_l: mto a war with Japan or any other
nation.  His speeches against nxtl‘:mnlin:‘u'\' .”.“
propriations for the navy have been of the most
Fnr:_-vl'ul character. He has made a splendid repa-
tation, and although he is a staunch republicau in
politics, the democrats in both branches of cong-
ress have applauded his sentiments. Mr. Burton's
iden is that while the country is prospering tihe
millions of money some people believe should pe
spent for the construction of the largest navy on
the earth should be applied to a well defined, sys-
tematie improvement of the leading rivers anl
harbors of the United States in order that com-
merce may be permanently benefited., As Mr.
Burton is, and has been for a number of yeurs,
chairman of t(he house committee on rivers and
harbors, those who do not agree with him assert
in terms most positive that his claim is a selfish
one—that he would take all the money out of the
treasury for such purposes and leave Unele Samn
in the lurch should Japan or any other nation ~i-
gage us in war in the near future, For four yvears
or more Mr., Burton has been a thorn in the sides
of the republicans who wish to put through ques-
tionable schemes, His holdness in opposing his
party leaders is such that the casual visitor in the
house galleries might conclude that he is a demo-
crat but for the fact that he sits on the republican
side of the hall, and in hix speeches takes oceasion

to remind his hearers that republicanism s still
his faith.
Congressman-elect Hobson, who wants the

government to set aside so many extra millions
for a grand navy that will put this eountry ahead
of all other nations in that respect, it is undey-
stood will, when he takes his seat in the house
introduce a bill on those lines. It is also known
among his friends that he would like fo he as-
signed to the house naval affairs committee, but
the chances are he will not be given a place on
the committee, for the reason there will he no
democratic vacancy unless one of the pn-.-u-xlnt
minority members should die.. This committee is
one of the most important in the house, and it is
seldom that a new member is assigned to it. .\Ius't
of its present members, including both republi-
cans and democrats, have served for many terma,
And it has been almost the iuwu'iuhh.- rule of
speakers of each of the contending parties to steer
clear of men who are inclined to dabble too much
in the affairs of the navy.

Lively gossip has been heard within the past
week regarding the New Jersey svmlluriu‘l elec-
tion. The withdrawal from tlm'rum; of .\{rﬂﬂtﬂt
Dryden did not help the republican situation n
the state to any great extent. His corporation
connections, it is said, caused him to surrender.
But from what can be learned the uelo_t-tlnn' of
Mr. Briggs, did not help matters much Iin New

ith  the

rsey. Mr. Briggs Is also identl.ﬂcd W '
ggrptfrulionn. -ru'é only difference 18 he hasn't as
much money 18 Mr. Dryden. People well ae-

w1 with the situation aver that it wasa
;lillllr:li':ll:" ‘:1 swapping of men of the same ilk . They
also declare that matters are moving along 8o
smoothly for the democrats in New Jersey that
at the next election the party is :1pt‘ to give 'the
republicans such a jolt they will realize that New
Jersey has gone back to her first love, and will
renmin for maany years democratic, as she was in

iare not to be blamed if CONngress

i

the good old days of long ago when there Wwas
no question as to how the state would go. Al
reports which reach Washington are to the effect
that the voters in New Jersey are tired of being
known as residents of the worst corporation-
ridden state In the union,

Metaphorically speaking Mr. Cannon, presid-
ing officer of the house, has a number of import-
ant measures in “cold storage.” One, of course,
Is tariff revision. In this he is being helped by
bis closest friends in the lower branch of congress.
Another measure that he and the other rulers of
the house will not let come up Is the hmmligration
bill. A stout demand has gone up that the lm-
migration laws should be remodelled, not neces-
sarily made too rvigid, but gimply adjusted in
order that justice may be done to all parties con-
cerned. But “"Uncle Joe” and those sharing power
with Ifim want as little legislation this session us
possible, Evidently thelr policy is to stave every-
thing off until after the next presidential election.

The investigntion of the shooting at Browns.
ville of several citizens by negro soldiers of the
Twenty-fifth infantry by the senate committes
does not promise any definite results for the pol-
iticians who are trying to make political eapltal
out of the episode. President Roosevelt 18 just
as firm as he was the day he issued the order dis.
missing with dishonor the men believed to be im-
plicated in the affair. And the consensus of
opinion here is that no matter how much testi-
mony is taken no definite conclusions will be
reached for a year or more. The case will draz
along pretty much as the Smoot case from Utal.
The republicans have delayed that issue to the
last possible momeunt, but they will have to toe
the mark shortly. When that vote is taken in
the senate there will be some of the most uncom-
fortable republicans who ever had to place them-
selves on record. It promises to be as embar-
rassing as when men of thelr political faith in the
long ago had to vote whether or not FPresident
Andrew Johnson should be impeached,

The republicans who do not agree with I'resi-
dent Roosevelt are known to be playing for the
negro vote in the close states of the north and
west., Senntor Foraker is taking the lead in this
respect,  The Ohio statesman is clearly out of
line with the head of his party. It looks as If
the breach between the president and the senator
will never be healed. All the talk here is that it
will be war to the knife, and in the next few
monihs it will be determined whether Mr. Foraker
or Mr. Taft will secure the Ohio delegation in the
coming republican convention which will have to
name the eandidate for the presidency. As be-
tween the president and Senator Foraker it Is a
case of Turk against Turk, Each has his blood
up. They are positive and determined men, and
the democrats are watching the struggle \‘vith a
deal of interest, ALIFRED J. STOFER,

DOCTOR MOTHER

A little wound, a little ache,

A little blistered thumb to take

With touch of love and make it well—
These things require a mother’s spell.
Ah, sweet the progress of the skill
That science brings unto the ill!

Vast range of methods new and fine,
But when our little ones repine,

The mother Is the very best

Of doctors into service pressed!

Sunshine and air and mother's spell

Of helping little lads get well,

And helping little lasses, too—

Here are three remedies that do

So much more, often than the grave,
Skilled hands that tried so hard to save,
For Dr. Mother, don’t you know,

Gives something more than skill—gives so
Much of herself; glves, qh, so much

Of love's sweet alchemy of touch!

Upon a little wardroom bed

A little curl encircled head,

A little slender hand and pale,

A little lonesome, home sick wall.

Loved nursing, best of skill and care;

But, oh, behold the wonder there,

When Dr. Mother, bearing sun

From where the wilding roses run,

Leans down, with hungering love and klsgs—
There is no medicine like this!

In little child heart’s hour of woe,

Pain, ache, or life wound’'s throb and throe,

The Dr. Mother knows so well

The weaving of love's wonder spell—

Just what the little heart requires,

Just how to cool the fever fires,

Just how much tenderness and cheer

Will calm the little doubt and fear.

How much of tenderness will ease—

Alone she knows such arts as these!
—Baltimore Sun.
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