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conter of Washington, one on the Colmmbia and
thic othor the Yakima river They nre in (he
fruit section of vrregon and one hag an '-['1r-'l'"|1'|ll!._\'
1o wan T chlenl I of thie best of oall
frni e eit1l Meattle 18 having o veritahle
bootn, Bednge the nataral digteibuting point for a0
Alaska i e ocndovinge in o addition g ghare
OF s ecolnbigeree ero thee Pacitie,  Seattle s st
el on o i ol | gt somewhint rescinbiles
K THRINCHE Y ot bt the hills in Seid-
f e, Phisges L1 instesd of diseoauraeing [14%
enlerprise ol the cilizen wem to he a stimulas
Yuk (| | pduea ity situated as Seattle Db
has beenh dl=erbminated agalust by the rallroicds
st thiee Northwestern ]},. I:r-nui||¢' ih .’T”‘\ al thiee
Greal Northern, Odvopia, thee capital of the state,
whilee it plessint benee city, has not shared
in the commercial o elopment like s gisters,

Seattle and "Tacoma Fortland hag grown woa-
derfully in the pest decade and hids an assare’
future,

Mount Tacoma, n= it g ealled ot Thaeomn, and
Rainder, ns it s enlled ot Seattle, g within sight
of hoth of these citles, and as one ean gtand at
the waler's level and look upon it, it presents one
of the most sublime monntain views in the world.
From a hill in the suburbs of Portland one ean
see the snowelnd penks of Mount Homd, Mount
Adiums and St Helensg,  Few citios of the size
are 8o near to mountain peaks, and none combine
monntain scenery with that along a rviver like the
Columbin,  We stopped at Bugene,  where  tho
Oregon State University Is loeated, and again ot
Ashinand, the main city of southern Ovegon., In
this state, also, apples of a high grade are grown.
At Hood River the Spitzenberg is the favorite,
In Rogue Valley the New Town Pippin commands
the highest price, the latter being sold largely in
England,

AL Santa Rosa, Cal, we saw the first evideneces
of the earthquake that visited the Pacitie coast
last year, but the city is capidly recuperating, At
this place we had the pleasure of meeting the
mous Burbank, whose snecess In introducing new
plints has given him the name of the Wizard,
He is just now devoting a large share of his time
o the propagating of the spineless cactus, which
I8 destined to convert the arid lands of the desert
Into valuable pastures, for the eattle are very
fond of the spineless enetus,

AL Nan Franmsco we saw  the  devastation
wrought by the fire that followed the ciarthquake,
The city presents a scene of desolation surpassing
our imagination, but the eitizens have gone 1o
work, heroieally to rebuild the town., and while
thoy have a vast task before them, there is no
donbt that the city will in the end he more hent
titul even than it was before the fateful days of
last April.  Ex-Mayor Phelan, who is in chargoe
of the relief fund, showed us over the city and
Eave us a brief deseription of the splendid work
which the commission has accomplished,

AL San Jose, Cal,, we found a flourishing city
surrounded by the most celebrated prune groves
ol the world, A\ large percentage of the entire
prane crop comes from this immediate vicinity,
and as it is a eontinuing crop, the city is built
upon an enduring hasis.

Los Angeles s n constant surprise to the vise.
Hor. At first o health resort, it
great manufacturing city and
an important part in the devel
and South American trade, I"asadena, the popular
health resort, is bt a few miles distant, and there
one sees many beautitul villas which serve a8

winter homes for the wealthy fawmilies of 1he
Lust,

has become a
18 destined to play
opment of Oriental
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An eleetrie ear line connects Los Angleles wiih
Mt. Lowe, and connects with a eable road and
other electrie line careying
of some five thousand feet. One can have a v 1-
riety of experiences in los Angeles at this season
of the vear. Ile can gather snowballs on Mit,
Lowe, mul returning through the orange grovoes
l:u_h-u with yellow fruit, can within a few hours
enjoy the surf, the ocean water being practicaliy
the same temperature the year round, .

Near Los Angeles is the island of Catilina.

I8 some twenty-five miles from the main land and
Is the summer resort of southern California, The
hmr-i! dttractive feature of the island is s silh-
marine garden. 'erhaps 1 ought to say gnrdens
for at several points around the islan.ul the m-i'
plants present o most iulvrmling’ sight, These n"a
seen through glass bottom boats. The \':ll'i{"!\‘. of
plant life and the tishes of different kinds and eo).
;1111.; I\t‘lﬂ".l:\l.l‘ll.f i the waters present a most enchant-
We returned on the new shortline ros '
from Utah (o southern l‘:llil'l:'t1]1t'1l.-:t I:lnill::ll ”[]:-ll"::ﬁ
' ; e California,  Wae
:'llil_'l!;.:lll[ biack a large basket full of the oranges
Viileh aelnoerats brone v NN y "3t
N et ught to the train a8 we jonp-
sSalt Lake and Ogden,
rapidly as the coast cities
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ding to their population, and each year substan-
tiul buildings take the place of more temporary
BLruetires, ,

Grand Junetion, Colo., another city visited,
presented a remarkable Hlustration of 'Ilu- value
of erlgation.  Some of the orchards in this favored
b lity have gold for from fifteen  bhundred to
fwenty-five hundred dollars an acre and are tml:_l_v
|»..\11-;; interest upon  that  valuation. Laramie,
Wyo,, is the home of the State University and has
the distinetion of being one of the highest cities
in the Upited States, s altitnde is about 7,100
feet, and it Tieg in o platean on the top of the
Rockies, the monuntain ridge of the range lying
to the woest of it while to the east of it another
gpnr of the Rockies rises to the height of about
s feet,

(n the conpse of the journey 1 addressed the
lowislatures of Montana, Washington, Oregon and
Wyoming, the invitation being even more appre-
ciated becpuse the republicans have a miajornity
in all of these bodies, The invitation extended by
the House of Representatives of Utah could not be
.’.ll'l‘l‘]lll."i’ owing to Inck of time.

I attended democratie banquets  during  the
month's absence at Spokane, North Yakima, Seat-
tle, Tacoma and Los Angeles; addressed a dem-
ocrittie meeting at Salem, Ore,, at which Governor
Chamberlain  presided; attended non-partisan
dinners at Livingston, Helena and Missoula,
Mont.,, Wenntehee and Pullman, Wash.,, Santa
Rosa, Los Angeles, Salt Lake and Laramie and
Cheyenne, Wyo. When I add that T enjoyed the
hospitiality of Governor Toole of Montana, and
Governor  Mead of Washington, and addressed
numerous schools, colleges and other non-partisan
gatherings, the reader will not doubt that the
mwonth was fully and pleasantly oceupied.

The whole west is aroused on the subject of
ratlronds, having suffered from a car shortage.
coul famine and diseriminating rates. One of the
train crew on the Northern Pacific complained
that since that road had passed under the Hill
influence the effort to increase the tonnage with-
out increasing the operating expenses had resulted
in the overworking of the employes, the man n
question having been twenty-four hours without
sleep,  The eitizens of the coast are expecting
great things from the Milwaukee and from the
Gould rond which is approaching San Francisco
from Salt Lake.

The Japanese question is the subject of para-
mount importance. It is interesting to see what
stannch defenders of the reserved rights of the
state the republicans of California, Washington
and Oregon have become. They appreciate the
importance of state control of schools, and yet, a
year ago it would have been difficult to have in-
terested them in a discussion of the line which
separates the state from the nation, Abstract
theories do not attract much attention but it s
different when the theories are applied to import-
ant questions,

The readers of The Commoner will be glad 1o
know that there is no division among the demo-
crats of the west as to the next campaign. They
are unanimous in the belief that the demoeratic
party should move forward in the reforms which
were set forth in the platforms of 1806 and 1900,
There is no disposition anywhere to compromise
with predatory wealth or to make the party the
apologist for the monopolies which are now prey-
ing upon the wealth producers. The democrats
of the coast states appreciate {he educational
work that President Roosevelt has done but they
do not expect reform from the republican leaders
because of the influence which corporate wealth
exerts over the republican organization. There
is apparent everywhere the enthusiasm that was
manifested among the democrats in 1896, while
among the republicans there is doubt and division,
The signs indicate that the West i« ready to
the South and the Mississippi Valley in
uration of reform,
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OO0
RATE LEGISLATION NECESSARY

The democrats in congress and in every state
should urge legislation authorizing the '\':u'irnm
railway commissions to ascertuin the present valoe
of the railroads, measured by the cost of repro-
ducing them, Senator La Follette  offered an
famendment to the rate LIl when It was before
the senate authorizing the Interstate Commerce
Commission to ascertain the value of all the rail-
roads in the United States. The democrats sup.
ported the amendment but every republican sen-
ator except La Follette voted against it, The
vote on  this amendment demonstrated VOry
clearly that the republican leaders do not desire
effective regulation, for how can the commisgion
determine what rate is reasonable without know-
ing upon what valuation the roads should be per-
mitted to collect dividends? The demoerats in
congress shonld renew the fight and urge the pas.
sage of a law giving this power to the Interstate
Commerce Cowmmission. Put the republicans mi
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record o that the voters can see how empty
the promises of reform made by the republican
leaders. In each state the democrats shoul] ..
tewpt to confer this power on state commissioga,
When government ownership is suggested, r

tion is offered ns a substitute, but when real anqg
effective regulation is attempted it is strenuoy«ly
opposed by the very same persons who OPOSe
government ownership. Now is a good tine
the democrats fo unmask the pretenders. It is
not enongh to stop rebates: while this puts
shippers on an equal footing it really helps the
ratlroads more than it does the general pubilie,
The larger problem I8 the protection of the Dulye
lie from extortionate rates and this problem oy
not be undertaken until we know how much .f
the present capitalization is real value and low
much is water. The first thing to be done is {0

separate the real from the fictitious. Now is e
time to act,
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OO0
INTERLOCKING CORPORATIONS

‘Recent investigations show that the varion:
railroads are buying stock in each other. They
should not be permitted to do so and a bric
statute would prevent it. For instance: *“It shall
be unlawful for any railroad engaged in interstu.
commerce to own any stock in any other railro:
and it shall likewise be unlawful for any of the
directors or officials of any railroad to own stock
in any other railroad.” Such a statute with the
necessary provisions for its enforeement is needed
at this time, Have the rallroads influence enouci
to prevent the passage of such a measure?

CSOOO
SOCIETY'S BAN

A reader of The Commoner directs attention
to the following extract from an editorial that ap-
peared in the New York Sun: *“The great, and for
the present the insuperable, obstacle to substau-
tial betterment in publie life is the apathy and io-
difference of society. So long as society approves,
countenances and tolerates scoundrels who have
successfully eluded the police, the eriminal courts
and the jails, so long will rascality continue to
thrive. * * * Jf gociety would refuse to ‘know’
men of known flagitious lives and of established
evil reputation; if it would drop them from its
visiting list, cut them in the street and avoid
them at the club: if otherwise reputable and un-
besmirched men would refuse to serve with them
on the directorates of corporations or on vestries
or in all honorary associntions, then we should see
a very different state of affairs. Avoldance of the
ruder penalties of the law would not be the only
solicitude of the ‘criminal rich,’ for there is one
thing that they dread more than the courts, move
than the penitentiary and more than all else, more
even than they dread poverty, and that is society's
formal decree of non possumus.”

It may be a little difficult to find anyone hav-
ing the authority to put the ban as suggested by
the Sun. But while waiting for “society's formal
decree of non possumus,” we might try the ox-
periment of putting in the penitentiary some of
the “eriminal rich” who prey upon the necessities
of the people. 1f the Sun's “society decree” s
good for the “eriminal rich,” why not apply it to
the criminal poor? Yet the Sun would be the
very first to protest if a common every day thief
were given the benetit of the Sun’s plan for the
“punishment” of those who violate the law.

OOCO
GOVERNMENT BY THE PEOPLE

Reference has been made to the manner in
which a liberal government has contributed to the
spread of education in Japan: in China the spread
of education is paving the way for a more liberal
sovernment. These two prime factors in progress
act and react upon each other. The more univer-
sal the education, the more insistent the demand
for popular government; the more liberal the gov-
ernment, the greater the headway education
makes,

The situation in India does not differ materially
from that farther east, except that the Indians are
less free to work out their own destiny than are
the people of Japan and China.

The British government,
tive ruler against another and by taking advant-
age of the enmity existing between the adherents
of different religions, secured control over the
enormous population of India. The defenders of
English rule insist that British courts administer
Justice and that law and order are guaranteed to
the people. They take credit unto the government
for every improvement wrought by the people
gince the time of Warren Hastings, The Indian,
on the other hand, while admitting that English
Judges decide impartially between two Indians or
between two fnglishmen, deny that they are en-
tirely free from bias when the controversy is be

by playing one na-




