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" INGETON. THE pleturesque eapital of the
I\ mlangd of Jamaien, wias dovastnle rl— by an
carthguake followed by fire, ,l.ll‘li'-l!l‘.‘ 15, I”.]
patches say  that hundreds of lives waoroe l'fl
Some reports estinoate numher ot l_l.mil_ 'he
United Stale navy department, Immediately on
receipt of the news, ordered \\ill‘ \l'hm'l'.:_ and
Inter battleships to go to the retiof of the ‘:lli‘h|-.l'll
Jamaleans, Buat the governor of Jamalen deelined
ald,

»

FTYHE UNITED STATES weather bureau fssued
I_ the following bulletin relating to the Kings
ton earihquake:  “The earthquike recorded “.l
the weather burcan on Monday afternoon at 3
hours S8 minuies gseconds, I8 undoubtedly a
record of an  cwrthquake that s reported
to have oceurred In Jamaiea at  the same
hour., By the nse of well known seismologi
cal formulae wo may deduee from the records
made at Washingtom that this earthquake began
at 3 hours 33 minutes % seconds p. n. T.’n”ll
meridian time, Judging from the magnitude of
the motion recorded at Washington, we regard
the present disturbance as of relatively slight
intengMy as compnrad with other recent earth-
(lll:li\{'%i.. as for example, that at San I“r’;uu-i:;r-.u,
Valpariso and the great earthquake reported in
the Indian ocoan October 1, 1906, This is espe
elally true in view of the faet that the distance
of l\'.ln;',:a"nn from Washington is only about 1,420
miles: while San Francisco is at a distanee of
2006 miles and Valparaiso s about 4,900 miles,
that s, nearly three and a half times as far away
a8 Kingston: both lying almost exactly south
of Washington, The amplitude of the motion
at Washington in the present case was digtinetly
less than in each of the other great earthquakes,
and we may therefore conclude that the vielenee
of the motion at Kingston wag also less."”

A INGSTON IS THE ceapital of the islund of
l\ Jamaiea and Is the principal seaport and
commercial eity, A writer in the Omaha World
Herald says: "It has a population of 50,000, 1
s 169 miles, almost stralght south of Santiago de
Cuba, It is sitvated on the south coast and
on the north side of a fine harbor., The latter is
a land-locked basin, available for the largest ships,
and ig incloged on the south by a long tongue of
land, at the extremity of which is Fort Roval.
Jamaiea is an island 140 miles long by about
soventy wide and is a British possession,  The
only voleanie formation in the island is that at
the Lowlaylton and Retreat estates in the parigh
of Portland, a mile from the gea, in the county of
surrey, In which Kingston is situated. There is,
however, no defined erater, and the voleanic mi
terials are the only evidences remaining. The
coast formation of Surrey county ig of white and
vellow limestone and the greater part of the coun
try Is very mountainous. In August, 1902, Jamaica
wias swept by a hurricane which almost destroyved
Port Antonio and ecanged damages in the island
amounting to $10,000,000. Thousands of houses
in Kingston were damaged, the wharves we re
battered and several coasting vessels weoere sunk
On November 13, last, a sharp earthquake shock
was felt in the sonth and the north of the island
It was followed immediately by a second
the heaviest experienced in
Veurs In 1692 a greaf earthquake destroved
Port HH_\': I, of whose 3. 000 houses “”]_\- 200 wore
left standing [t was this eatastrophe which
led to the founding of Kingston, many of the
survivors removing to where Kingston now stands.
In 1782 a severe conflagration visited Kings
ton, destroying property to the value of $2,500,000,
and in IS another fire caused damage of $15.-
H00.000. - In August, 1880, a eyclone passed over
the eastern half of Jamaiea. destroyed nearly all
the wharves in the harbor of Kingston and also
caused much damage to the shipping in *he haibor,
Fhere was a donble shock of carthquake at Kings-
ton, each consisting of a large number of tremors,
December 17, 1870, The shocks were felt through-
ot l}n‘ i_.\l.'rul A tremendous hurricane visited
.lmn;str:; in INSL The whole island was deluged,
hundreds of houses were washed away, vessels
were wrecked and about 1,000  persons were

alrlmu;u! Kingston i laid out with regular and
wide streets. The Letier o

Iy built, with wide
handsome gardens,

shoels,
Jamalea in many

lass of houses are neat-
verandas and surrounded by

Street ecars run to the sub.
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urbis and two lines of rallway conneci :!I.‘. ety
with the northern and eastorn parts of the island.
Kineston has a hotanieal garden Ili!‘,.;nl'_v.lmu’:u-fuul,
hospital and various other publie }',mm],“.:"h' ‘I.”I.
is the seat of an Anegelican bigshoprie, ”“I.h'”‘
hor of Kineston is considered to be one ol the
fincgt in the world, and is protected hy f’”_"'-"-
Commerecial houzes of the city have l'?\""“v‘"“"“
relations with Sonthern Cuba and Central America
aus well as with the United States and Europe,

~ ENATOR GAMBLE of South Dakota was re-
S eleetedd in the face of the fact that he Ilflnl
:n.‘uim::im-el his son on the senate payroll while
he was attending school, Friends of Senator
(Gamble announce that he eraved the fullest i.n-
vestigation by the legislature, but after the lf‘_'_{l.:*-
l;nfnr;- concluded to invesgtigate it must take in
the entire South Dakota delegation in congress,
Gamble's eolleagues, Senator Kittridge and Rep-
rosentatives Burke and Martin sent to members
of the legislature this telegram: “Newspapers
just received report that yvou stated before sena-
torial eaueus that Senntor Gamble and his friends
court full Investigation hy legislature, but must
include whole congressional delegation, We ac-
copt the ehallenge, require investigation immedi-
ately and ask fullest inquiry into all our official
acts, To this end we will respond promptly to
any call of the legislature.”
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NVESTIGATIONS OR attempted investigations
I “of senators and prospective senators seems
to be the order of the day. In Texas a contest
is going on over a resolution to investizate Sen-
ator Bailey. In Nebraska it was necessary for
the republican members to vote down a resolution
calling for the investigation of Norris Brown,
republican, who, two days after the defeat of
that resolution was elected to the senate. In
the Colorado legislature a resolution to investi-
gate Mr. Guggenheim was voted down by his
supporters who afterwards elected him to the
senate.  Although Senator Gamble of Sonth Da-
kota was re-clected in the face of charzes. several
regolutions ealling for his investigation Lisve bheen
introduced in the South Dakota legislature.
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FVERAL INQUIRIES have been received by
S The Commoner relating to the extent of
legal tender of American money. ¥For the infor-
mation of a number of Commoner readers these
extracts from a clrenlar issned by the treasury
department are given: *“Gold coin is lezal tender
at its nominal or face value for all dehts publie
and private, when not below the standard weight
and limit of tolerance preseribed by law: and
when below such standard and limit of tolerance,
it Is legal tender in proportion to its weight.
Standard silver dollars are legal tender at their
nominal or face value in payment of all debts,
public and private, without regard to the amount
except where otherwise expressly stipulated in
the contract. United States notes are legal tender
for amounts not exceeding $10 in any one Pay-
ment, Treasury notes of the act of July 14, 1890,
are legal tender for all debts, public and private,
except where otherwise expressly stipulated in
the contract. United States notes are legal tender
for all .debts, public and private, except duties
on imports and interest on the public debt., Gold
certificates, silver certificates, and national bank
notes are not legal tender, but both classes of
certifieates are receivable for all public dues,
while national bank notes are receivable for all
publie dues, except duties on imports, and may
be paid out by the government for all salaries,
and other debts and demands owing by the United
States to individuals, corporations
tions within the United States
on the public debt and in redemption of the na-
tional curreney. Al national banks are required
by law to receive the notes of other national
banks at par. The minor coins of nickel and cop-
per are legal tender to the extent of 25 cents,”
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B‘n' A VOTE OF 10,959 to 2,884 the people of
) Toronto, Canada, have authorized the muniei-
pality to enter into a contract with the hydro-
electric commisigson of the provineial gnl\'r-rn-

ment for supplying the city with electrie power,

The Buffalo (New York) Courier refers to this
#8 “a scheme worth watching,” and adds: “Under
the provinelal enabling act the cities of Hamilton,
Galt, Berlin, Dundas, Woodstock, Ingersoll, St.
Marys, London, Guelph, St. Thomas, Stratford,
Hespeler and Brantford will next Monday vote
on the same proposition. The prospect is that
the citizens of all these places will follow the ex-
ample of Toronto, and will thus take the first co-
operative step toward obtaining cheaper electric
power, The vested interests of cburse are stub-
bornly fighting this concerted popular movement.
The proposed experiment of a combination of
Ontario citieg in obtaining from a common gource,
the Canadian Niagara Falls, cheap power for city
nses and for the development of their manufac-
turing industries is attracting much attention.
Posgibly it may become a valuable object-lesson
for other regions on both sides of the border.”

. P P

N ASSOCIATED PRESS dispatch under date

of San Francisco, January 17, follows: “The
foundation for the suit which will test the right
of the local board of education to bar children
of Japanese parentage from the public schools
was laid this morning when Keikichi Aoki, the
ten-year-old son of a bookseller, demanded admit-
tance to the Redding primary school and was re-
fused permission to enter. Application will now
be made by attorneys for the boy to the supreme
court for an alternative writ of mandamus, and
the United States attorney will file in the federal
court a bill in equity, the two proceedings to be
commenced simultaneously and under the direc-
tion of Attorney General Bonaparte. The pro-
ceeding this morning was a perfunctory one, and
was in accordance with an arrangement reached
vesterday by United States Attorney Devlin and
representatives of the board of edueation. Ac-
companied by his father, Assistant District At-
torney George Clark and D. S. Richardson, for-
eign secretary of the Japanese consulate, the boy
appeared at the primary school at the opening
of the morning session at 9 o'clock. Miss Mary
A. Dean, the teacher, stood at the door, barring
the entrance, and Attorney Clark demanded that
the boy be admitted. Miss Dean answered with
a formal refusal, in which she was supported by
School Directors Walsh and Altman, and the pro-
ceeding was over.”
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A.\' ANTI'-TREATING club has been formed at
the national eapital, according to the Wash-
ington ecorrespondent for the New York World.
This club is composed of leading business men
who consider that treating has grown into a most
pernicious habit. Here is the pledge the members
sign: “I hereby agree and solemnly affirm that
during the year 1907 I will neither accept nor
extend a treat to anyone of intoxicating liquors

in any public bar in the District of Columbia.
For each and every violation of this provision
of my agreement I further

agree to pay into the
treasury of the Anti-Treating club the sum of
$10. All fines secured by the Anti-Treating elub
will be used for charitable purposes.” Hdwin H.
Pillsbury, a real estate man, is president of the
club; Frederick K. Barbour, vice president, and
Emanuel Speich, secretary and treasurer, David
Moore, one of the organizers, reports that success
Is assured. In paying fines members are on a
striet honor basis,

- .

EV. H. W. HILLIER {8 a Baptist clergyman
having in charge certain organization work
among the children attending what is called the
Armitage school and chapel in New York. Re-
cently before the Rocke

feller Bible class, h
D. Rockefeller, jr., called upon Mr. Hillier for ':Il.or(:
port on the Armitage work. The New York
World report says: “Mr. Hillier explained that
the settlement aims to be a friend and ally of
every movement that tends to improve the neigh-
borhood life, Young Mr, Rockefeller and some
members of the class questioned the speaker re-
garding obstacles to the work and about the
character of the children in his section. Mr.
Hillier replied: ‘The character of the children
In my district is not of as high a standard ag I
hope to have it, and yet they are not as tough as
they have been painted, Tt can not be expected




