Washington, D. C., Dce. 31.—S8erious trouble
is brewing for the senate republicans. Durin~
the months of January and February they will
heve to solve several knotty problems. ,\- short
seeslon of cengress Is more or Jess worrying to
any party In power. This short one, however,
promises to be specially vexatious to the leaders
of the “grand old party.”

The case of Senator Reed Smoot, of Utah,

will have to be finally settled. It has been hang-
ing fire so _lung that people had begun to doubt
whether it ever would be reached.
and elections committee of which the cautious
Mr. Burrows, of Michigan, is chairman, decided.
as is well known, that if their report is sustained
the Mormon apostle will have to vacate his seat,
Mr. Burrows has already made his speech on the
the subjeet,

Mr. Hopkins of Illinois, Mr. Beveridge of
Indiana, and other republican senators are billed
to defend Mr. Smoot and to demand that he shall
not even be unseated. Quite a number of sen-
ators, notably Mr. Bailey of Texas, contend that
if Smoot is guilty he should be expelled. That
could not be done unless two-thirds of the men-
bers of the upper branch of congress were to
vote In the affirmative,

The senate republicans were afraid to meet
this question fairly and squarely before the last
congressional elections were held. They were
uncertain as to the vote on the Smoot case in
the senate, and are at this writing equally as un-
certain. If by chance Smoot had won during
the last session the managers of the republican
campaign feared they would lose a number of
congressional districts. A thousand or more or-
ganizations of influence have demanded for three
years that Smoot should be ousted. If he had been
turned out last session the republicans evidently
calculated that possibly the Mormon sympathizers,
through revenge, might swing enough votes to
turn ‘over probably three congressional districts
in the west to the democrats. As they could not
peep in the box of the future the republicans
last fall were exceedingly scary lest the democrats
should slip up on them and  capture the house
of representatives. It has happened in the past
that the result even in a single district enabled
one or the other of the parties to organize the
house,

The committee over which Mr. Burrows pre-
sides, regardless of the fact that the Smoot case,
by dragging its weary length along cost the
government an enormous sum of money, made a
lopsided sort of report they hoped would not get
their party into trouble during the recent politi-
cal campaign. In effect they said to the voters
who demand that Smoot should be sent back
to his constituents: “See what we have done.
We want the seat vacated in order that the people
of Utah may have another chance to pass upon
the question.” For the benefit of the Mormons
the republican senators fixed up a schome to
hold out hope to the people of that religious faith
that while a report said a seat ought to be va-
cated it did not necessarily mean that a majority
Wwould 80 decide on the final test.

Senator Smoot's friends do not think he will
be unseated. If he is they say he will be sent
back to Washington as soon as the proper state
papers can be made out.

That Brownsville affair down in Texas is un-

The privileges

doubitedly the most harassing thing that has hap-
pened for {he republieans in Many & moon Dur-
ing the Che trnag holiday season there has bean
a lot ol riment among the republican leaders
-"l.'-'. t0 who sl all be put forward (0 Cross lances
With the ficry Senator Foraker of Ohio, who stout-

L‘[i,'::?-l‘m;.';m, that President Roosevelt Bad 10 eon
(he apmat HEDL 0 remove from the service of
e army the three negro companies of the
r“'\'f‘lll_\' filth iflr.{li'{'_\', Of ecourse Senator Lodge
Will plunge Into the discussion. He always does
If any man on either side of the senate chamber
b[-ill_ﬂH forward a propositinn antagontetic to the
present head of the nation, Last year Senator
Foraker was in poor health. Indeed, he looked
80 badly and seemed so languld as compared with
his former self that most people feared that his
tme on this earth would be short. The frends
of the Senator are glad to note that he has picked
up amazingly in the physical sense, and his old-
time vigor has returned, He s undoubtedly
]lri!"l'f‘d for the ﬂl-'.]”. Mr. il"h-:f‘ is an able man,
but pretty much on the classical order., Those
who have listened attentively to the discussions
in the senate for a number of years and are com-
petent to judge know that Mr. Lodge is no mateh
for Mr. Foraker In a “rough and tumble” debate,
Metaphorically speaking the Ohlo senator would
“"eat him up.”

The concensus of opinlon here ig that this
Brownsville business would never have made such
an issue in the senate but for the fact that cer-
tain aspiring republican politicians think it is
an opportune (ime to cultivate the negro vote in
some of the northern and western states, Durlng
the discussion on the Foraker and Penrose reso
lutions calling for the reasons why these negro
soldiers were dismissed without honor, Senator
Scott of West Virginia, put in hls oar. Most
readers may not have realized the significance of
his remarks even if they had perused them eare-
fully. Mr. Scott Is a republican and is a member
of the upper branch of congress chiefly by reason
of the fact that the negro vote of his state en
masse slands by his party. When Mr. Scott
dipped into the discussion he almost tearfully
reminded senators and the gallery auditors that
black soldiers did some lively fighting in Cuba,
in the vicinity of San Juan hill, and that but for
their bravery the present occupant of the White
House might not even be in the land of the living,
ete. What amuses intelligent observers in the
capital eity is that no matter how brave the negro
troops might have been in Cuba, in the Phillppines
or elsewhere during the Spanish-American war,
that hag nothing to do with the pending case, Of
course, every one with the sense of a jack rabbit
knows perfectly well that Senator Scott was
simply talking for “home consumption.” West
Virginia today, any student of political changes
knows quite well, would be safely in the demo-
cratic column but for the solid negro support
given the republican party at the elections. Thou-
sands and thousands of negroes began to flock to
the state when the development of the west
Virginia coal, iron and oil fields commenced
in earnest. And, if all reports be true, they
were voted In herds by the republican manipu-
lators long before they had a legal right to march
up to the polls. No system of registration was in
vogue either. And it is charged and pretty gen-
erally believed that lots of repeating was done by
voting the mnegroes many times In the counties

cargue the poluts at

bordering upon old Virginia, Maryland, Ohlo and
Pennaylvania. Mr Seott, of course, Is looking out
for his party in West Virginia, which could not
maintain iis ascendancy If it did not receive the
support of the negroes. And that fact is apt to
be brought out by the democrats If he gets mixed
up again with the discussion at a time when the
big guns are belng fired off Everybody knows
that if the discharged companies had been eom-
posed solely of white men not a republican wonld
now be ralsing a rumpus about the action of the
FPresident,

A perplexing question at this writing In the
republican ranks s as to who will really defend
the president—that is, will it be Knox, Spooner or
gome other shining light recognized to have legal
ability and supposed 1o he fully competent to
issue with the pugnacious
Mr. Foraker, looked upon as the man likely to
have the Indorsement of the Ohio cla-lvgullnn- for
the presidency In 1908,

From what can be learned the democrats wild
be divided on this question, though the great
majority will side with the president. Senator
Carmack Is billed for a speech in which he will
insist that the negro troops ought to have been
dismissed. Sena‘or Morgan Is also expected to
have something to say on the subject. The latter
came out recently In an interview in which he
Indicated that he might be found standing up

~ oratorically for the president in this matter,

8o far as Lhe genate I8 concerned the Phil-
ippine tariff bill is still hanging In the air. This
I8 & measure the administration people are anx-
long to have disposed of at the earliest possible
moment, T, however, is pigeon-holed, and In
4 committee, too, of which Senator Lodge s
chairman. Its fate will depend probably upon the
log-rolling schemes that are to be worked towards
the close of the gession, The agents of the heet
sugar Interests of this country are as busy as
beavers trying to keep the bill where it {s. They
are confident, from all accounts, that they will
come oul ahead. DBut this log-rolling business
works wonders at time, especially when there I8
a big river and harbor bill to bhe put through and
varioug other mwatters that republican members
are deeply interested in,

The chances of the passage of the ship sub-
sidy blll are slim. It will be recalled that the
senate passed It early last session. It has struck
snags In the house, and this is depressing for
Goeneral Grosvenor of Ohlo, ehalrman of the com-
mittee having the matter in hand, and who s
goon to retire from publie life. The trouble is
that Speaker Cannon, Mr. Watson of Indlana, the
“whip of the house,” Mr. Minor of Wisconsin, and
others do not like the sort of legislation started
by the senate. And it is recalled that in his
annual message to congresg President Roosgevelt
did not give space to the ship subsidy proposl-
tion. The greater part of his remarks under that
head related to the necessity of building up a
ship service with South American countries. This
was nof pleasing to the men interested in the
European steamship companiesg, but It Is no secret
in Washington that the waters having been mud-
died the controlling spirits out on the Pacific
slope in the steamship lines are not weeping over
the fact that there is a poor show for the passage
of a bill that was, as they claim, intended to eut
them practically out of the bencfits that are
proposed to be distributed, and to help only the
Atlantic service. ALFRED J. STOFER.

THE COMMONER’S SPECIAL OFFER

George Flett, Twin Valley, Minn.—I herewith
enclose my fifth list of subscribers—twenty-three
in number., Express order for $18.80 in payment

of same. This list will be the last one I will
- send you in 1906. I have passed the one-hundredth

mark in two months, and feel satisfled consider-
fng that fully eighty of the names I have sent
You were strongly opposed to Mr. Bryan both
In 1896 and 1900. Those whom I have had a
chance to talk with since they received The
Commoner are all well pleased. Therefore I feel
fully compensated for my work. I hope to send
you more subscriptions in 1907 and will. Wishing
The Commoner and its whole force a merry

 Christmas and a happy New Year and many of

them. .
C. M. Brown, Ithica, Michigan—Enclosed

find postofice order for $3 in payment for five sub-
scriptions. 1 notice that the best results for the

democratic ticket in this county are in localities
where The Commoner is mostly read and I pur-

pase to inaugurate a systematic canvass for sub-
scribers to The Commoner. Please send me 100
special offer subscription cards.

Everyone who approves the work The Com-
moner is doing s Invited to co-operate along
the lines of the special subscription offer, Ac-
cording to the terms of this offer cards each good
for one year's subscription to The Commoner
will be furnished in lots of five, at the rate of $2
per lot. This places the yearly subscription rate
at 60 cents,

Any one ordering these cards may sell them
for $1 each, thus earning a commission of $2
on each+<ot sold, or he may sell them at the cost
price and find compensation in the fact that he
has contributed to the educational campaign.

These cards may be paid for when ordered,
or they may be ordered and remiitance made after
they have been sold. A coupon is printed below
for the convenience of those who desire to par-
ticipate in this effort to increase The Commoner’s

circulation:

THE COMMONER'S SPEGIAL OFFER

Application for Subseription Cards

o Publisher Commoner: 1 am Interested in in-
creasing The Commoner's ecirculation, and de-
10 #ire you to send me § supply of subseription

cards, I agree Lo use my uilmost endesvor o
15 sell the cards, snd will remit for them st the
rote @f 00 cents each, when sold
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Indicate the mumber of cards wanted by
100 marking X opposite one of the numbers print

—l___ | ed on end of this blank.

If you belleve the paper ls dolng a work that ma.~
Its encouragement, flll out the above goupon and me'l
L-It to THE COMMONER., Lincoln, ¥eb.




